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Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol 

Rev Dr Peter Hayler 
The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol TN15 0QG 

Tel: 01732-811081 / E-mail: RectorSwP@gmail.com 
 

PARISH DIARY – SEPTEMBER 2021 
Except where indicated below, the main morning service at ST GILES, 

SHIPBOURNE is at 9.30am.  Every weekday at 8.00am Morning Prayer will be 
said at Plaxtol and every weekday evening (except Friday and Saturday) at 

4.30pm Evening Prayer will be said at St Giles, Shipbourne. 
 

St Giles Shipbourne is open for organ practice and private prayer daily except 
Mondays from 9.00am to 3.00pm   http://shipbourne.com/st-giles-church/ 

 
 
Thursday 
 

2nd 9-11am Farmers’ Market at St Giles, Shipbourne 

SUNDAY 
 
14th after 
Trinity 

5th 8.00am Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church 
 9.30am Parish Communion at St Giles, Shipbourne 
 11.00am Family Service with Communion at Plaxtol 

Church 
 Readings: Isaiah 35: 4-7a; James 2: 1-17; Mark 7: 24-

end 
Thursday 9th 9-11am Farmers Market at St Giles, Shipbourne 
SUNDAY 
 
15th after 
Trinity 

12th 8.00am Holy Communion at St Giles, Shipbourne 
 9.30am Matins at St Giles, Shipbourne 
 11.00am Parish Communion at Plaxtol Church 
 Readings: Isaiah 50: 4-9a; James 3: 1-12; Mark 8: 27-

end 
Thursday 16th 9-11am Farmers Market at St Giles, Shipbourne 
SUNDAY 19th 8.00am Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church 

  9.30am Parish Communion at St Giles, Shipbourne 
16th after 
Trinity 

 11.00am Community@11 at Plaxtol Church or Family 
Communion (to be confirmed) 

  Readings: Jeremiah 11: 18-20; James 3: 13-4.3, 7-8a, 
Mark 9: 30-37 

Thursday 23rd 9-11am Farmers Market at St Giles, Shipbourne 
Saturday 25th 3pm Ordination of Mark Packer in Rochester 

Cathedral 
SUNDAY 
 
17th after 
Trinity 

26th 9.30am Harvest Festival Family Service at St 
Giles, Shipbourne; welcome and licensing 
of Rev Mark Packer 

  11.00am Parish Communion at Plaxtol Church; 
welcome and licensing of Rev Mark Packer 

  Readings: Numbers 11: 4-6; 10-16; 24-29; James 5: 13-
end; Mark 9: 38-end 
(St Giles readers and readings to be arranged) 

Thursday 30th 9-11am Farmers Market at St Giles, Shipbourne 
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Note from the Rector: 
 
We are pleased to be back to a full programme of services in church 
on Sundays.  These gatherings remain subject to Government 
restrictions and the Church of England’s “Recovery Group” 
guidelines.  Any events that we have planned in anticipation of new 
freedoms remain provisional.  
 
 

SHIPBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 
COVID-19 HELPLINE 

 
Telephone:  01732 886402 
Mobile:  07733 250185 
Email: shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

We are opening again!! 
Community Bread Basket 

    9:30 – 11:30 on Saturday 23rd October 
        In Plaxtol Parish Church 
  Café style Breakfast 
      All welcome 

United Benefice of Shipbourne with Plaxtol 
Collections for Chatham Foodbank 

Boxes will be placed in both our churches over the fourth 
weekend of each month for donations of food and toiletries, 

to coincide with our Community Bread Basket event. 
Next date: 27th November 
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PASTORAL LETTER 
A TALE OF TWO PICNICS… AND SINGING! 
Symbolic of our careful return to various 
social freedoms, I’m pleased to report that 
congregations from both parishes in the 
benefice enjoyed a Sunday picnic during 
August and were pleased to welcome 
members of the wider community who came 
to share the occasion. Thanks to all those 
who helped to organize these gentle events. Gentle? …well, apart 
from the Tug-of-War at Shipbourne, which left me feeling a bit of a 
lightweight! 
 
We are also enjoying a return to fuller numbers in our choirs, 
together with gentle congregational singing. From hymns and 
favourite Yiddish- style choruses to chanted canticles at Matins and 
the beloved ‘Salisbury’ setting at our Parish Communion, sharing in 
music is a real enhancement to the spoken word in worship. Long 
may it continue! 
 
As September arrives, we always think of our schools beginning 
another academic year. I am pleased to have invitations to both 
Shipbourne and Plaxtol to lead assemblies fortnightly on Monday 
mornings. Please remember these complex and hard-working 
communities of learning, both children, parents, teachers & 
governors. 
 
As we get to the end of September, we reach Michaelmas, 
traditionally the beginning of the university term and, in our 
Diocese of Rochester, the time for ordinations. We remember all our 
young adults heading off, to or back to their studies, wishing them 
an altogether better experience than the privations of last year. 
Please also remember those who are being ordained, particularly 
Mark Packer, our new Curate. Mark will be ordained in Rochester 
on Saturday 25th at 3pm, and we will complete his welcome with a 
little licensing ceremony in both our principal services on 
Sunday26th: 9.30am in St Giles (which is also Shipbourne’s Harvest 
Festival), and 11.00am at Plaxtol. 
 
We are still ‘playing safe’ at Harvest this year, inviting financial 
donations for foodbanks, rather than handling foodstuffs. 
 
Peter	Hayler,	Rector	
	RectorSwP@gmail.com	 
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‘FREEDOM’ PICNIC 
On Sunday, 8th August, we gathered at the Village Hall to mark the 
end of (hopefully) the final lockdown due to Covid.  It had been the 
intention to hold this on the Green and Fairlawne, during one of 
their busiest weeks of harvesting, nevertheless found the time to 
make sure the grass was cut for which we are very grateful.  Sadly, 
the great British weather prevented this, so hampers were unpacked 
in the village hall, before we adjourned to the garden for the long 
awaited tug o’war with Peter (Rector) and Mark (Curate) acting as 
the anchors for each side.  Mark’s team won by a whisker (he had 
managed to bag most of the choir.)  Both he and Peter ended up in 
respective hedges, unfortunately quite prickly! 
 
It was a very good village day.  And, oh yes, the prize for the largest 
wine glasses has to be awarded to the Choir’s table. 
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The Shipbourne and Plaxtol Benefice 

Harvest Supper 
Friday 8th October 2021 
7.30 for 8.00pm, Home Farm Barn 

 
We are grateful that Fairlawne has once again very kindly offered the use of the 
magnificent Home Farm Barn on Friday 8th October to celebrate Harvest Festival, 
together with our neighbours in Plaxtol. 
 
Tickets for the Harvest Supper will be available to purchase from 9th September 2021 from 
either Shipbourne Farmers’ Market (Thursdays 9-11am) or from Plaxtol General Stores.  An 
allocation of tickets will also be available to purchase at church services in the benefice. 
 
Prices are unchanged at £10.00 for adults and £5.00 for children (12 and under).  This 
includes food and entertainments. 
 
We need volunteers please to make shepherd’s pies, vegetarian dishes, salads and apple 
crumbles (a dish designed to feed 8 people is ideal) and, as usual, we would kindly ask 
people to bring the food with them directly on the evening and hot items will be placed 
straight on the hot plates in the barn.  If you are able to help please let us know - it is so 
much easier when people volunteer rather than us having to ask (and always appreciated!).  
We also welcome any help to set the tables in the barn on Friday lunchtime from 1.30pm 
and to clear up after the event.   
 
A list for food and volunteering will be put up at the back of both St Giles’ Church and 
Plaxtol Church so do please sign up if you are able to help.   
 
There will be a raffle on the evening, with funds going to the Church. If you would like to 
donate any prizes please contact either Andy Doughty or Viv Packer who are organising the 
supper. They can be contacted on 07801 039807 or 07768 397936 or by email at 
andrew.doughty135@btinternet.com or viv.packer@thepackerpartnership.com.  
 
Please remember that it is not possible to heat the Barn so please wrap up warmly and 
remember we use straw bales as seats so you may wish to bring a cushion. You will also 
need cash for the pay bar and raffle. 
 
Please check www.shipbourne.com and @shipbournevillage on Facebook for further 
updates. 
 
Given last year’s supper could not take place due to Covid, we are delighted the supper can 
take place this year and will enable guests to celebrate a return to some form of normality. 
 

We look forward to seeing you all! 
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KENT HIGH SHERRIFF’S COMMUNITY AWARD FOR 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

BOB TAYLOR 
 
On Sunday 8th August Peter Hayler presented a Community Award 
from the High Sherriff of Kent to Bob Taylor in recognition and 
appreciation of his contribution to our village and local community. 
 
The last 18 months have been an extraordinary period for us all, 
with lockdown bringing isolation and presenting difficulties to 
individuals and businesses that none of us have experienced. 
 
In Shipbourne, we are very fortunate to have Bob in the village; he 
is the epitome of what village life and a caring community is all 
about, working tirelessly for the village and the wider community. 
 
Bob has been the face of our farmers market since it started in 
2006.  He spends a huge amount of his time organising and 
running the market, sourcing new quality producers, visiting them, 
understanding their produce, helping and encouraging them to 
attend the market. 
 
As COVID and lockdown became a reality and we all started to 
realise that we were to live in bubbles of various descriptions, Bob 
recognised the situation would create problems for both the 
producers and the loyal customers who use the market as much for 
a chat with friends as the shopping. 
 
The transition from the weekly physical market to the online click 
and collect version was pretty much seamless and that was entirely 
due to the work Bob had done and continues to do week in and 
week out to ensure that not only the market takes place but that it 
is consistently an award-winning market. 
 
As COVID took control of our way of life, behind the scenes Bob 
contacted central and local government departments, checking the 
rules and guidelines to ensure it was a fully safe click and collect 
operation, from which producers, suppliers and customers have 
benefitted with minimal inconvenience.  He thought through the 
processes, carried out the risk assessments, obtained signage and  



 - 9 - 

organised volunteers who could work in bubbles.  He developed the 
computer system for ordering, negotiated and secured a competitive 
arrangement so that the producers could obtain credit card readers. 
He helped the producers set up their on-line banking, helped them 
with their websites.  The market didn’t miss a single week and that 
was invaluable for both producers, helping them to remain 
operating, and for us, the customers, who were able to continue 
buying from the market safely and securely.  It also gave a good 
many customers a keenly anticipated trip out, breaking the 
monotony of isolation and providing the opportunity to have a quick 
chat, albeit at a distance, with the volunteers.  For those who 
couldn’t get out to collect their shopping, Bob organised a delivery 
service as well, often with him being the driver. 
 
As restrictions lifted and the return to the physical market was 
considered, Bob was again planning for all eventualities, trying to 
make sure there were no close encounters of any kind in the church 
or the approach. 
 
Bob rarely misses a market, arriving at the crack of dawn to set up 
and throughout the morning he is there chatting with customers, 
talking with suppliers, encouraging them and with good grace and 
humour, listening to suggestions as well as the moans and groans.  
Come rain, snow or sunshine, some five or six hours later he is still 
there at the end putting the market away before he goes back home 
to start the ball rolling for the next week. 
 
He writes and issues the weekly emails to all market customers. 
Each month he writes an article for the Parish magazine, giving an 
update on what is in season, what goodies to expect during the 
coming weeks and includes tips and a recipe or two. 
 
In 2018 Bob established The Kent Farmers Market Association, an 
organisation that he still chairs today, and which helps other 
communities set up and operate their own farmers markets. In this 
capacity he frequently visits markets throughout Kent to check on 
how they are doing, shares his knowledge and learns from them if 
something new has been trialled or discovered. 
 
I’m not sure how he does it or where he finds the time and energy, 
but he is also a very active and key member of Tonbridge Lions 
Club, helping with their fundraising, and is one of the main 
organisers of the Tonbridge Dragon Boat Race. Each year he helps  
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arrange and assists with the marshalling at the Club’s triathlon 
event. 
 
You can guarantee Bob will be on hand to support and help with 
any village functions.   
 
He has served as a member of the PCC and continues to be a 
regular bellringer. 
 
He helped with the Roux dinners which were tremendous fund-
raising events. At each Summer Fair, he is one of the first to arrive 
on the Green to help with the general setting up, runs a stall and 
then continues with the clearing away and tidying up, usually being 
one of the last to leave.  Naturally, he was on hand with transport 
and muscle to get gazebos onto the Green and set up for the recent 
‘End of Lockdown Picnic’ at the beginning of August. 
 
I hope when you next see Bob, you will join the Parish Council in 
thanking him personally for his unstinting work and congratulate 
him on a thoroughly well-deserved community award. 
 
Peter Leach 
On behalf of Shipbourne Parish Council 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FOLLOW SHIPBOURNE ON FACEBOOK FOR VILLAGE 
NEWS, INFORMATION AND EVENTS 

@shipbournevillage 
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ST GILES AND SHIPBOURNE NEWSLETTER 
HARD COPIES OR ONLINE DIGITAL? 

 
During the past Covid-hit 18 months, the St Giles and Shipbourne 
Newsletter has yo-yoed between the usual hard copy through the 
letterbox and an online digital version at www.shipbourne.com.  
Looking ahead, we are interested to hear from our readership, who 
would be in favour of the digital on-line version becoming the way 
forward (adopted in many of our neighbouring parishes) and hard 
copies only for those who opt in and still wish to receive (either 
through the post, hand delivery or from specific collection points in 
the Parish). 
 
If you have a strong view either way, please email 
lindsay_miles@btinternet.com. 
 
Whilst it is not the wish to entirely dispose of all hard copies of the 
newsletter and a recognition that not everyone has access to the 
internet, it will be interesting to gauge people’s views - which could 
ultimately lead to less costly production of the newsletter, in terms 
of both manpower and the environment.   
 
 
SHIPBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 
The contact details for the Parish Council are: 
 
Shipbourne Parish Council 
Clerk – Mrs Sarah Huseyin 
Gable Cottage 
Ismays Road 
Ightham TN15 9BE 
e-mail: shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01732 886402 
 
There was no meeting in August.  Next report will be in the October 
newsletter. 
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SHIPBOURNE WI 
Shipbourne WI is continuing to meet for various activities; in July 
we met for an outdoor tea party which was a great success! Lovely 
cakes! It was held on a sunny afternoon in a member’s garden, and 
we were able to catch up with months of news. We have since held 
another tea afternoon which included an enthralling game of 
croquet, with Margaret Thompson winning convincingly. 
 
The walking group met for an idyllic walk in Haysden Country Park, 
with the lake full of varied species of waterfowl. Needless to say, we 
finished our walk with coffee! The next one was around Dunks 
Green in rather damp conditions but coffee at the Rifleman worked 
wonders. 
 
The Book Club continues to be well supported; we recently read 
Conclave by Robert Harris, followed by A Song for Issy Bradley by 
Carys Bray. 
 
A programme of events is planned for the Autumn, and we are 
always pleased to see new members; the President’s contact details 
are on the inside cover of this magazine. Do come and join us. 
 
Glynis Coates 
 
 
 

 

 
Shipbourne Village Hall 

Registered Charity No 1074519 
 
The Hall can be hired for £15 per hour with a minimum of 4 hours (£60.00). 

It has an attractive secure garden with a good gate that can be closed. 
Inside there is wheelchair access through the rear door, a well-appointed 
kitchen, the main hall and an adjoining side room plus all usual facilities. 

For Village Hall enquiries and bookings please call 01732 811144 or  
07762 241720 or email shipbourne.villagehall@gmail.com 

Further details can be found on the Shipbourne website 
www.shipbourne.com 
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September in Shipbourne Village Hall 

Wednesday 1st 19:30-20:30 Pilates 

Tuesday 7th 11:00-13:00 Puppy Training Class 

Tuesday 7th 19:30-20:30 Pilates 

Wednesday 8th 09:30-10:30 Hatha Yoga 

Wednesday 8th 14:00-16:00 WI 

Wednesday 8th 19:30-20:30 Pilates 

Monday 13th 19:00-21:00 PC Meeting 

Tuesday 14th 11:00-13:00 Puppy Training Class 

Tuesday 14th 19:30-20:30 Pilates 

Wednesday 15th 09:30-10:30 Hatha Yoga 

Wednesday 15th 19:30-20:30 Pilates 

Tuesday 21st 11:00-13:00 Puppy Training Class 

Tuesday 21st 19:30-20:30 Pilates 

Wednesday 22nd 09:30-10:30 Hatha Yoga 

Wednesday 22nd 19:30-21:30 Pilates 

Sunday 26th 12:00-17:00 Private Hire 

Monday 27th 20:00-22:00 PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 28th 11:00-13:00 Puppy Training Class 

Wednesday 29th 09:30-10:30 Hatha Yoga 
  

 
If anyone is interested in joining the Pilates or Yoga classes, please contact: 

• Pilates: Emma Foyle at emma.foyle@sky.com 
• Yoga: Alison French at fitalison1@googlemail.com / 07966 257027 

Please see separate advertisement for general hall hire enquiries. 
Helen Leach, 01732 811144 
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SEPTEMBER AT SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET 
I hope by the time you are reading this you are basking in sunshine 
rather than the miserable grey cloudy days we  are experiencing 
now in early August. September is THE month for the Farmers 
Market. Richer foods and heartier dishes tempt us back into the 
kitchen to enjoy the harvest season. It’s the time to enjoy game, 
wonderful seafood, and here in the Garden of England, the finest 
apples and dessert pears. You can still find the end of the summer 
berries later plums and gages. 
  
September is a good shellfish month. If you are a fan, contact Mike 
(Mikey’s Place (see www.shipbournefm.co.uk) and he will organize. 
The game season is ramping up and Kieron (Kieron’s Game) has a 
wonderful selection of game birds, venison and rabbit. Venison is 
the perfect free-range meat – minimum food miles, low in 
cholesterol and full of useful vitamins. Lean and tender, it suits 
short cooking methods such as frying and grilling. Or for a real 
filling and simple dish try diced venison (or rabbit, or game birds) in 
a rich stew helped with plenty of red wine. For a lighter meat, try 
guinea fowl. Cook in the same way as a small chicken, roast 
wrapped in streaky bacon, and enjoy the flavour, which is richer 
than chicken and subtly gamey. 
 
If the weather is still holding and you can still BBQ. Forget burgers 
and sausages and be a bit more adventurous, try a boned shoulder 
or leg of lamb leave overnight in a marinade (you will need to order 
this from Annabelle, Renhurst Farm ( see 
www.shipbournefm.co.uk)) . Put the lamb on the on hottest area of 
the BBQ and cook for a few minutes each side, then move away to a 
lower heat for 10 minutes each side. 
 
Our new veg supplier (Organic Village Market) has a great variety of 
tomatoes, courgettes, sweetcorn, peas, cauliflowers, runner beans  
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and onions together with their offerings of Turkish and Cypriot 
breads and dips. Winter squashes and pumpkins have arrived and 
come in an amazing array of shapes and sizes all with different 
flavours and textures – try in soups, curries, gratins and risottos. 
This is also the season for our local Kentish cobnuts and walnuts. 
Edward (Nut Farms), Cannon Fruit Farm and Gilly Jones (Ightham 
Mote cobnut Platt) will have been busy harvesting. Gilly uses her 
cobnuts in her Granola/Muesli, the perfect start to the day 
(available on the St Giles’ Co-operative stall). 
 
Tree fruit are at their best and juiciest so don’t miss early apples, 
and pears, plums, damsons and greengages. Tom (Cannon’s Fruit 
Farm) has the freshest of fruit, picked the day before the market. 
You can make your own jams or if you prefer to the best see 
Wendy’s Fayre who has an amazing choice of jams and 
marmalades. 
 
If watching budgets remember that cheaper cuts of meat such as 
belly pork, shin of beef and lamb shank (see recipe below) all taste 
particularly good and tend to be easier to find at the market where 
meat producers use their skills to ensure the entire animal is 
prepared for home cooks to enjoy at its best with no waste. 
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COOKERY CORNER  
 
LAMB SHANKS WITH ROSEMARY, LEMON AND WHITE WINE 
 
An economical, but very tasty lamb dish.  If Annabelle doesn’t have 
any lamb shanks ask for a boned rolled shoulder joint 
 
Serves 2   Prep 10 minutes   Cook 2 1/2 hours   Skill: Easy 
 

• 2 tbsp olive oil 
• 2 lamb shanks 
• 1 onion, finely chopped, 1 medium carrot, diced, 2 cloves 

garlic, chopped 
• 2 anchovy fillets, chopped 
• 1 tbsp sun dried tomato paste 
• 2 sprigs fresh rosemary, chopped 
• 250ml white wine 
• grated rind and juice of 1 lemon 
• salt and freshly ground black pepper 

 
1 Preheat the oven to 160C Gas Mark 2. Heat the oil in a flameproof 
casserole and brown the lamb on all sides. Remove from the pan. 
Add the onion and carrot and cook until softened but not browned. 
Add the garlic and anchovy and cook for a minute or two. 
 
2 Return the lamb to the pan and add the anchovy, tomato paste, 
rosemary, wine, lemon juice and rind and seasoning. Bring to 
simmering point and cover the pan. Cook in the oven for 2 ½  hours 
until the lamb is meltingly tender. Serve with new potatoes and 
grated courgettes. 
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Hatha Yoga Slow Flow 50+ or Beginners 

Shipbourne Village Hall 
Wednesdays 9.30am - 10.30am 

For more information and to book please visit: 
Bookwhen.com/alisonsyogaandfitness 

Facebook:   Alison’s Yoga & Well-being 
Instagram: Alison’s_Yoga_Wellbeing 

Email: fitalison1@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
 

HAYWARDS Butchers 
6 York Parade, Tonbridge 

Tel 01732 355611 
HAYWARDS Farmshop 

Charcott Holme, Tonbridge Rd, Hadlow 
Tel 01732 850354 

www.haywardsbutchers.co.uk 
 

Cheerful and efficient service for all your needs 
Meat and meat products, a range of sausages, cheeses, eggs, 

ham and much more 
(12/16) 
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FROM YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Our bin collections are rubbish. We’ve all witnessed this and there 
is an urgent need to improve them. 

Since Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council has used Urbaser to 
deliver waste services across the area this has been unreliable at 
best. The problems pre date Covid19 pandemic and some of the 
issues we have faced recently make this situation untenable.  

I do have some sympathy with TMBC at the moment. The national 
shortage of HGV drivers affects every community and recruiting is 
harder than it has been. It is something I’m working on with the 
Government as we make sure our economy has the right balance of 
workers for the significantly changed world we live in now. 

They are also right to point out that volumes of waste have changed 
significantly following the pandemic. We are all at home more, often 
working full time there, generating waste that we previously didn’t 
at home. More deliveries results in more waste at home. This means 
our bins are full more often, and subsequently it takes longer to 
collect. I understand this. 

But to regain the trust of us all TMBC needs to take firm and 
decisive action. I’m pleased that the new leadership at the Council 
have said this is their most immediate priority. There are clearly 
underlying issues with the contract that must be resolved. I am 
looking forward to hearing how they do this. 

Tom Tugendhat 
Member of Parliament for Tonbridge and Malling 
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FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
In my last column I wrote that I would review the way that the 
current two tier (three tier including civil parish councils) system of 
local government works in practice and how the responsibility for 
various public functions have evolved, or been devolved within the 
current system. This month I will concentrate on various issues 
which I find the most contentious, between the county council and 
borough council. Next month I will consider the role of parish 
councils and how they interact with County and Borough Councils.  
 
I promised to give you some examples of why the current two-tier 
system does not work as well as it might in a unitary council. For all 
the years that I have been an elected member in local government 
authorities Kent County Council (KCC) Highways has had an 
‘Agency Agreement’ with the various Borough and Districts in Kent. 
In our case Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council (TMBC). By the 
terms of this Agency Agreement TMBC agree to take on certain 
functions that would logically be undertaken by KCC Highways. For 
example, street sweeping and on street/verge litter picking and the 
removal of ‘on highway fly tipping’ have all been devolved through 
the agreement to TMBC. In practice, certainly within TMBC, these 
functions have all but ceased over recent years.  There are certain 
‘subsets’ of Byzantine complexity that also come in to play. If a local 
road is ‘blocked’ by fly tipping (that is vehicular traffic is unable to 
pass) then the responsibility for clearing it reverts to KCC Highways. 
If however, a fly tipping on the highway does not block the road, the 
responsibility for clearing the fly tipping remains with TMBC. In 
both these circumstances, TMBC remains responsible for 
investigating, typically to see whether there is anything therein, that 
might identify who owns the fly tipped material. The practical 
consequences of this often and quite understandably frustrate the 
general public. ‘’?…. road has been blocked with fly tipping for the 
last five days, when will it be cleared?’’ Not unreasonable you might 
think. When I follow up with KCC Highways I am told, ‘’Yes we know 
it has been blocked for 5 days but we have to give TMBC 
Environmental Health Department the opportunity to visit the site 
in case they wish to investigate’’. I reply ‘’Listen we both know that 
TMBC have not investigated and pursued a case against fly tippers, 
during the last five years, what makes you think they are going to 
start now?’’.  KCC reply ‘’Well that does not matter, we must give 
them 7 days so that we have met our obligations under the Agency 
Agreement’’. Needless to say, the fly tipping remains for the full 
seven days before it is cleared. When the road is not fully closed it 
can take months of emails and telephone calls pressing for waste 
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(sometimes hazardous waste) to be collected. There is never an 
explanation as to why this takes so long. 
 
Part of the KCC/TMBC overall agency agreement relates to on street 
vehicle parking. This is also devolved to TMBC. The arrangements 
for the enforcement of inappropriate parking, for example on double 
yellow lines, is the responsibility of TMBC. The enforcement 
authority tends to be most cost effective in towns and so they 
organise their enforcement around the requirements of the town, in 
our case Tonbridge. It has proven very difficult despite years of my 
pressure on TMBC ,to have them effectively enforce parking 
restrictions in rural villages. For example, many villages/parishes 
suffer with weekend parking in fields used for boots fairs and 
similar. TMBC having organised their parking enforcement around 
Tonbridge town centre, refuse point blank to employ their parking 
enforcement officers after noon on Saturdays and will not 
countenance organising any kind of weekend parking enforcement 
as and when needed in the parished areas. All TMBC parking 
enforcement ceases Sat noon/8am Mondays. 
Of course, there are lots of areas where the two authorities work 
well together, but there is always a competitive streak and a 
readiness from either side to try to get ‘one over’ on the ‘other side’. I 
can say all this, because I was for ten years a Tonbridge & Malling 
Borough Councillor and a very long serving parish councillor, long 
before I was elected to KCC.  
 
It is clear to me that the recent pandemic has shown up the 
weaknesses in the current two-tier system. TMBC is clearly in great 
distress at present. Their proposed TMBC local plan has recently 
been rejected by the Planning Inspectorate and despite what you 
may hear from others, there is no ‘quick fix’; TMBC as the local 
planning authority will have no choice but to go out to another call 
for sites, thoroughly consult with other authorities and the public 
this time.  
 
The refuse and recycling collection has deteriorated to such an 
extent over the last two years that I now find that I am inundated 
with emails from members of the public asking if I would intervene 
with TMBC because the usual channels have failed. TMBC have 
entered into arrangements with those who have been invited to 
subscribe to a garden waste service. This service has been 
unilaterally suspended by TMBC in mid-summer with a promise 
that additional contract time will be added in the winter. Hardly a 
fair exchange. It is clear that TMBC’s waste and recycling  
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contractors having been failing from the time that the contract first 
commenced in October 2019. There seems to be a reluctance to face 
the facts and above all tell the public what is going on and what 
TMBC are doing to hold their contractors to account. Instead, we 
are given half truths relating to HGV drivers, at the same time that 
their applicable Cabinet Member is on Radio Kent trumpeting their 
success in recruiting new HGV drivers. Cannot both be right. 
 
As a small primarily rural authority, TMBC is patently struggling to 
properly undertake all its communal responsibilities and is rapidly 
sloughing of its voluntary ones, such as public toilets especially in 
the civil parishes.  
 
In my last monthly column, I made reference to the huge and in my 
view ultimately unsustainable debt burden carried by KCC which 
leaves the Kent Council tax payer burdened with high historic 
interest rates with an annual charge on the revenue of around £100 
million pounds per year. It is clear to me that there are going to be 
some further very heavy expenditure cuts to KCC’s revenue budget 
in the months ahead. At present KCC is out to public consultation 
on this and I encourage you to participate in the public consultation 
here: https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/budget-consultation-2022-23 
 
All this amounts to a need to reorganise local government in Kent. 
Ultimately this will come about simply because the current system 
is unsustainable. The continued reductions in service expenditure 
will continue, whilst a myriad of senior council officers continue to 
draw the same or increased salaries but offering a shrinking level of 
service provision. The logical answer is to amalgamate councils and 
rebuild service provision. The way is currently open to us to 
approach government with our own proposals. If we fail to do so or 
are unpersuasive, then it will simply be a matter of time before 
someone is sent from Whitehall to tell us what the local government 
system will be. Anyone for County Mayor?  
 
Harry Rayner 
Kent County Councillor 
Tel: 03000 421606 Email: Harry.Rayner@kent.gov.uk 
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THE WEATHER IN JULY 
The average day temp. was 290c, the average night temp. was 
13.50c, the highest day was Tuesday 20th with 370c, the lowest night 
was Tuesday 6th with 100c, the total rainfall was 74mm with an 
average over the last 30 years of 51.5mm, the highest month was 
July 2007 with 106mm the lowest month was July 2010 with 17mm 
Lionel Stielow 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 
Please send any articles and adverts for the October newsletter by 

17 September 2021 to lindsay_miles@btinternet.com or 
call 01732 810439 during working hours. 

 
A digital version is also always uploaded to the village website 

www.shipbourne.com. 
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TREESERVICES	LTD	
All aspects of private and commercial tree work undertaken by fully trained and well equipped 

staff 
 

Fully insured 
Free advice and Estimates 

Our services include:- 
 

• Hazard Evaluation (Health and safety checks) 

• Cutting back of trees and branches 

• Dangerous trees made safe 

• Crown reduction and thinning 

• Hedge cutting 

• Stump removal 

• Seasoned Logs and wood mulch sold 
 

01732 810933 / 07973 264952 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

Stone Cottage Roughway TN11 9SH 
 

 

      

The Kentish Rifleman 
Dunk’s Green, TN11 9RU  01732 810727 

 
Born in the 1500s, our traditional, family run, English pub is open 
7 days a week from 11.30am.  We offer homemade food, great ale 
and a friendly experience.  We are proud to be in the Good Beer 
Guide 2021 and in the top 10 restaurants in Kent for Fish and 
Chips! 
 
We recommend you reserve your table on 01732 810727 and look 
forward to seeing you inside, in our beer garden or in our marquee. 
 

www.thekentishrifleman.co.uk 
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SHIPBOURNE CLASSIFIEDS 
 
Adverts have been kept in the newsletter due to paid annual 
advertising fees but please adhere to the Government’s social 
distancing rules during this time.  Advertised classes and services 
may not be taking place at this time – please check in advance. 
 
Simple Domestic and Personal Advertisements, up to four lines, 
are free to Newsletter readers.  This free category includes items for 
sale or wanted, baby-sitting, dog walking, domestic needs etc.  To 
ensure Shipbourne Classifieds is kept up to date, each 
domestic/personal advertisement will be published in the 
Newsletter for three months and then removed unless 
requested otherwise.   
 
Business Advertisements are charged at £1 per monthly issue or 
£10 for a whole year of 12 issues Also available are quarter-page 
display advertisements, charged at £10 per monthly issue, or £100 
for a full year of 12 issues.  Business advertisements must be 
booked and paid for in advance. 
 
All revenue raised from Shipbourne Classifieds goes towards the 
printing costs of the Newsletter. 
 
Disclaimer: Please note that the St Giles and Shipbourne 
Newsletter cannot be held responsible for the quality of the goods or 
services advertised in the Newsletter. 
 
 
NEW: SUPPORT WITH EARLY READING, WRITING AND MATHS available from 
experienced primary school teacher.  Please call 07597 948751 to discuss (09/21) 
UPDATED: SHIPBOURNE B&B holiday accommodation in self-contained oast house in 
the heart of Shipbourne village. Visit www.bearmanoroast.com For further details 
phone 01732 811256 or e-mail BearManorOast@hotmail.co.uk 
ORIGINALS IN PENCIL: Local artist applying bespoke art to interior design for 
homes and businesses.  I love to create the unique, the unusual, the talking piece of 
any room and the best gifts.  Visit www.originalsinpencil.co.uk to see a selection of 
my recent projects or contact me on victoria@originalsinpencil.co.uk or 07711 
038484. 
CLEANER AVAILABLE in the Shipbourne area. References from families I have 
cleaned for available. Please call 07593285320 or email pearcecooper88@yahoo.co.uk 
(11/20) 

 - 26 - 

MARVELLOUS MEN BUILDING AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE: We do all types of 
building work and construction and refurbishment kitchens, bathrooms, extensions, 
loft conversions, painting and decorating, plumbing, electrics to garden and 
landscape work and much more.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us on 07887 
511411 or 07478 739947 
FABS Fitness Classes for Older Adults covering FLEXIBILITY, AEROBIC, 
BALANCE and STRENGTH, enjoyable, effective exercises accessible to everyone, can 
be done seated or standing.  Age or ability are not barriers to an active lifestyle. OSH 
Hadlow - Tues 10.30am, Golden Green Hall Tues 12.30pm, Nettlestead - Wed 12.00  
noon. Seated Class OSH Hadlow starts Tues 15th Jan 2.15pm, Seated Class 
Wateringbury Jan date TBC – Register today! Call: Carol 07941345001 Email: 
carol.welfare@moveitorloseit.co.uk TASTER CLASS FREE (£5.00 per session 
thereafter) (12/19) 
IF YOU NEED HELP with personal household costs or club activity details, I can help 
to organise your data in easy-to-understand spreadsheets to ease your workload and 
improve your presentation - charged @ £10/hr. Please contact Nick on 07784 231127 
to discuss your requirements. (10/19) 
WEALD PRE-SCHOOL local pre-school, established for over 50 years, offering a 
caring, safe and stimulating environment for children to develop friendships and have 
fun!  Experienced and caring staff, spacious hall and garden, safe drop-off area.  
Open every weekday during term time for children aged 2-5 years old in St Georges 
Church Hall, Church Road, Weald.  Breakfast club available from 7.30am.  
www.wealdpreschool.co.uk.  Contact us on 07453 016132/ 01732 450272 (church 
hall) weald_preschool@hotmail.com 
GARDENING SERVICES: Hadlow College and National Trust trained. Regular or one 
off jobs available. Please call Peter Zoephel on 01892 836866 or 07845 174936 
(10/19) 
DOG WALKING FOR BUSY PEOPLE. I'm a local dog owner and have worked at a 
kennels/ homing centre and am happy to offer dog walking 7 days a week on a 
regular or occasional basis. Reliable and responsible with references for reassurance. 
Looking forward to meeting your 4 legged friend. Call Laura 07922077552 
DOG WALKER. 'I am a nineteen year old university student back for the holidays 
offering dog walking services. Whether you need your dog walked or looked after 
during the day, I'd be happy to help.  Philippa 07752 304272UNLOCK MY PAST: 
Local Photo, Negative & Slide Scanning, Cine, Video & Audio Transfer Services. We 
also author slide shows, assist with compiling celebratory photo books, family history 
services and other related bespoke work.  Please view our website 
www.unlockmypast.com for details or contact us on 0333 011 8514 (local rate call). 
(05/19) 
LOCAL MUSIC LESSONS:  Experienced and enthusiastic violin, piano and music 
theory teacher now teaching lessons in Shipbourne.  Beginners as well as advanced 
students.  Excellent exam results track record. Contact: 01732 810984 or 077898 
33740 (05/16) 
FREE DELIVERY OF PRESCRIPTIONS - Thompson’s Chemist on Riding Lane, 
Hildenborough offer free delivery of prescriptions in Shipbourne and the surrounding 
area. Once your doctor has sent us the prescription, we take care of the rest. Call 
833433 for details. 
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST Alice Neale BScHons MChS, HCPC registered. Effective 
and caring foot care provided at my clinic in Hildenborough or home visits by 
arrangement. Established 10 years +. Please call 01732 832524 
LOCAL BABYSITTERS AVAILABLE; two 15 year old girls available for babysitting 
weekends and weekday evenings. Comfortable with all ages - reliable and friendly. We 
live locally in Plaxtol. Please contact Hannah and Grace Bryden at 
brydensisters@gmail.com 
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HAIR BY SHARON - Mobile hairdresser, for prices or to make an appointment please 
call 01732 773043 (05/19) 
TONBRIDGE OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC AT PEAK FITNESS GYM.  Osteopathy for all 
ages and all problems.  www.tonbridgeosteopathicclinic.co.uk / 01732 369928 £10 
discount off 1st appointment when you mention this newsletter! 
MULTI-SKILLED TRADESPERSON, SHIPBOURNE BASED, with over 30 years’ 
experience. References available.  Animal Enclosures, Carpentry, Disabled 
Adaptations, Fencing, Floor Laying, Plumbing, Tiling, Tree Surgery, no job too small, 
Free estimates.  Please contact Martin on 07851105739 Email: 
martincruse4@gmail.com (12/16) 
SALLY OSBORNE – ELECTRICIAN: NAPIT Part P approved.  All domestic electrical 
work undertaken.  To arrange a free quote please contact me on 07710 443079 or 
email salvioz@blueyonder.co.uk (03/17) 
DAVID ROWE Plumbing & Heating, a reliable engineer for all your domestic 
requirements including: boiler installation, servicing and repairs, full heating 
systems, radiators, hot water cylinders, power-flushing, gas fires, gas cookers, 
bathrooms. Please contact David, 07715266311 or email droweph@virginmedia.com 
(03/17) 
YEW TREE & GARDEN SERVICES provide a complete solution to all your tree and 
gardening needs. Please visit us at www.yewtreeandgarden.co.uk. For garden 
enquiries please call Simon on 07864 829587, for tree work please call Christian on 
07711 783580. NPTC Qualified & Public Liability insured. (12/16) 
KINDLING: Split softwood quality kindling sticks, neatly cut and bagged in large 
green or orange nets.  These barn stored seasoned sticks are ideal for lighting 
woodburners, log fires or barbeques. £5 each or 3 nets for £12. C.O.D. Free delivery 
in Shipbourne. Ring Cilla on 810338 
LOCAL WASP NEST TREATMENT:  Fast, efficient, reliable.  Andy Wasp 07833 
558773 
VEHICLE REPAIRS and maintenance.  Local mechanic with 30 years experience.  No 
job too large or too small on any make of vehicle, lawn mowers etc I have a fully-
equipped van so can offer a mobile service.  Call Fred on 07714749754 (12/16) 
NEED ASSISTANCE with your tax return? Worried about tax? Let me help.  Friendly 
and personal assistance from a specialist. Call John Foster-Powell FCCA on 01732 
810661 or 07914 855035 to arrange a meeting to suit you.  Free initial consultation.  
BED AND BREAKFAST in the centre of Plaxtol. Periwick Barn offers friendly informal 
accommodation in two oast bedrooms overlooking the rear garden. Traditional 
English breakfast is included. For more information telephone me Anne Shelmerdine 
01732 811368 or go to my website www.periwickbarn.co.uk (06/20) 
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