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SHIPBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 
COVID-19 HELPLINE 

 
Telephone:  01732 886402 
Mobile:  07733 250185 
Email: shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHIPBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL COVID-19 RESPONSE 
 
Hello …. If you are self-isolating, we can help. 
 
My name is Sarah Huseyin and I am the Clerk for Shipbourne Parish Council. 
 
My contact details are: Telephone: 01732 886402 
Mobile: 07733 250185 Email: shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com 
 
If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19 or in need of help at this time, local 
help is available. 
 
* Picking up groceries    * Farmers’ Market produce 
* Collection of medicine/prescriptions 
* General assistance    * A friendly phone call 
 
Just call or email and we will respond. 
 

Please keep this card in case you need assistance in the future.  Please also 
refer to the Shipbourne Newsletter for updates. 
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Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol 
Rev Dr Peter Hayler 

The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol TN15 0QG 
Tel: 01732-811081 / E-mail: RectorSwP@gmail.com 

 
 

PARISH DIARY – JULY 2020 
 

Except where indicated below, the main morning service at ST GILES, 
SHIPBOURNE is at 9.30am. 

 
Every weekday at 8.00am Morning Prayer will be said at Plaxtol and every 

weekday evening (except Friday and Saturday) at 4.30pm Evening Prayer will be 
said at St Giles, Shipbourne. 

 
 
Thursday 2nd 9-10.15am On-line/drive through Farmers’ Market at 

Shipbourne Village Hall 
SUNDAY 5th  No public workship at St Giles, Shipbourne 

or Plaxtol Church 
Readings: Genesis 24 vv 34-38, 42-49; Romans 7 vv 15-

25a; Matthew 11 vv 16-19, 25-end 
Thursday 9th 9-10.15am On-line/drive through Farmers’ Market at 

Shipbourne Village Hall 
SUNDAY 12th 8.00am Holy Communion at St Giles, Shipbourne 

9.30am Parish Communion at St Giles, Shipbourne 
11.00am Parish Communion at Plaxtol Church 
Readings: Genesis 25 vv 19-end; Romans 8 vv 1-11; 

Matthew 13 vv 1-9, 18-23 
Thursday 16th 9-10.15am On-line/drive through Farmers’ Market at 

Shipbourne Village Hall 
SUNDAY 19th 8.00am Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church 

9.30am Matins at St Giles, Shipbourne 
11.00am Community@11 at Plaxtol Church 
Readings: Genesis 28 vv 10-19a; Romans 8 vv 12-25; 

Matthew 13 vv 24-30, 36-43 
Thursday 23rd 9-10.15am On-line/drive through Farmers’ Market at 

Shipbourne Village Hall 
SUNDAY 26th 8.00am Holy Communion at St Giles, Shipbourne 
  9.30am Family Service at St Giles, Shipbourne 
  11.00am Parish Communion at Plaxtol Church  
  Readings: Genesis 29 vv 15-28; Romans 8 vv 26-end; 

Matthew 13 vv 31-33, 44-52 
Thursday 30th 9-10.15am On-line/drive through Farmers’ Market at 

Shipbourne Village Hall 
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PASTORAL LETTER 
 
NEVER STILL FOR LONG… ALWAYS ON THE GO! 
You’d be forgiven that ‘lockdown’ was a fairly static affair, with not 
much happening but, on reflection, I think it’s been rather a busy 
time. The last few weeks in particular have been marked by the 
permission for clergy and their households to use the churches for 
daily prayer, for filming or streaming and even for ringing a bell if 
it’s accessible from the ground floor. So, having already pioneered 
my way onto YouTube during the run up to Easter using the setting 
of the Rectory garden and the Bethlehem Stable chapel, it was time 
to take filming into church. The seasons of the Christian calendar 
have been changing during this time too, so we finished with the 
white of Easter and Ascensiontide, moved to the red of Pentecost, 
back to gold for Trinity Sunday and now have the green of ‘Ordinary 
Time’ which takes us through the summer and even beyond 
Harvest. The different coloured altar frontals that our churches 
possess have been signals of these changing seasons, and they’ve 
made good title pages for the YouTube videos too. My thanks go 
especially to Steve Davis who has loaned his professional 
photographic equipment and given many hours to complete the 
editing week by week. It’s also been interesting to watch the viewing 
figures: there are generally 3 people or households who watch at 
8am on Sundays, and just under 100 who watch somewhat later 
than the usual times of church services and throughout the 
following week.  
 
And, of course, you’ve all been busy, too. Many households in our 
village have been putting many hours into their gardens, with some 
having large deliveries of soil, compost, stones and other aggregates. 
Seedlings have been given away and exchanged and, at least when 
it comes to my garden, the pigeons are having a feast. Many more 
people have been cycling and running; a really impressive show of 
fitness. Thank you to all those who have supported Peter Crossley 
in his sponsored cycling marathon. Others have kept bust with their 
hands, particularly volunteers who have been making scrubs and 
masks for the NHS and for sale in the wider community. 
 
Looking forward, the next permission regarding the reversal of 
lockdown for the church is coming into force as we speak. Church 
buildings are now allowed to open for individual private prayer. 
However, as a prerequisite for this it has been necessary to  
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undertake a thorough spring clean, and to establish daily cleansing 
routines and volunteer rotas. Thank you if you are part of this 
effort. Please understand that the restrictions you will find in place 
if you visit our re-opened churches are simply designed to keep the 
buildings as safe as we can, day by day, from the contagion that is 
still a very real threat to life and health. Please use the hand 
sanitizer as you arrive and as you leave, and “May the Lord preserve 
our going out and our coming in from this time forth and for 
evermore!” (Psalm 121 v.8) 
 
Peter Hayler, Rector 
RectorSwP@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER 
Please send any articles and adverts for the August newsletter by 20 
July 2020.  Please email articles to lindsay_miles@btinternet.com 

or call 01732 810439. 
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Shipbourne Village Hall 

Registered Charity No 1074519 
 

CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

The Hall can be hired for £12.50 per hour with a minimum of 4 hours 
(£50.00). It has an attractive secure garden with a good gate that can be 
closed. Inside there is wheelchair access through the rear door, a well-

appointed kitchen, the main hall and an adjoining side room plus all usual 
facilities. 

For Village Hall enquiries and bookings please call 01732 811144 or  
07762 241720 or email shipbourne.villagehall@gmail.com 

Further details can be found on the Shipbourne website 
www.shipbourne.com 

 
 
 
 

HAYWARDS the Butchers,  
6 York Parade, Tonbridge 

Tel 01732 355611 
Cheerful and efficient service for all your needs 

Meat and meat products, a range of sausages, cheeses, eggs, 
ham and much more 

Giving a party? 
HAYWARDS will help you plan your catering and all your 

requirements 
(12/16) 
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SHIPBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
The contact details for the Parish Council are: 
 
Shipbourne Parish Council 
Clerk – Mrs Sarah Huseyin 
Gable Cottage 
Ismays Road 
Ightham TN15 9BE 
e-mail: shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01732 886402 
 
Please visit the website for Shipbourne Parish Council Meeting 
Agenda’s, Minutes and News. (http://www.shipbourne.com/)  If you 
have any ideas or would like something added, such as a news item, 
please email the Parish Clerk. 
 

SHIPBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL would like to thank all the 
volunteers who have come forward to do shopping, collect 

prescriptions and help with the new “online” farmers market. If 
you would like to volunteer or need help shopping because you 

are self- isolating, please contact the Parish Clerk, Sarah 
Hüseyin on 01732 886402. 

 
 
PARISH MEETINGS AND NOTICES 
Please note during COVID-19, the Parish Council will be meeting 
remotely via Zoom. The meetings will take place at the date and 
times scheduled on the Parish website and the agenda will be 
posted a few days beforehand. If you have anything that you would 
like to raise or would like to join the meeting, please email the 
Parish Clerk shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com. Please visit our 
website www.shipbourne.com for further details. 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
Climate Change Strategy Consultation period had been extended 
until 30th June. 
 
As a local authority, Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council has an 
important leadership role to play in responding to the challenges 
posed by climate change, particularly relating to the delivery of our 
key services and our partnership work with other agencies. 
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From TMBC - In July 2019 the Council set out the "aspiration for 
Tonbridge and Malling to be carbon neutral by 2030" . A Draft 
Climate Change Strategy and Draft Year 1 Action Plan has now been 
prepared to support this ambition. These drafts are now available 
for public consultation from 2 March - 30 June 2020. We hope to 
capture all of the responses for consideration in a report to our 
Street Scene and Environment Advisory Board meeting in 
September. 
 
We recognise that partners, stakeholders and interested groups will 
want to comment, make suggestions and have input into this 
strategy. We would welcome all comments during the consultation 
to be emailed to climate.change@tmbc.gov.uk 
 
 
LOCAL PLAN 
The Stage 1 hearing sessions have been postponed during COVID-
19 but are likely to take place remotely. For the latest information 
on the Local Plan, please go to www.tmbc.gov.uk and select 
Planning, Local Plan. Shipbourne Parish Councils responses to the 
consultation can be found on our website. 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
TM/20/00958/FL – Ambleside, Reeds Lane, Shipbourne, Tonbridge, 
Kent, TN11 9RR. Removal of condition v (occupation of dwelling 
solely by agricultural worker) pursuant to planning permission 
TM/76/11132/OUT (Erection of an agricultural bungalow). 
 
WASTE AND RECYCLING 
Shipbourne Parish Council has received some reports of garden waste 
being disposed of on the verges, please refrain from doing this and 
use the means below for disposing of garden waste:    
 
KCC’s Household Waste Recycling Centres reopened on Friday 
15 May, on a booking only basis. 
 
Garden waste service restarted on Monday 11 May, so please put 
your garden bin out by 7am on your usual collection day, as you did 
prior to the suspension of the service. Check your collection dates 
online if you are not sure of when to put out your brown bin. 
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What will I do with the extra garden waste I have stored in my 
garden? 
You can feed the stored waste into your brown bin gradually over 
the coming weeks or continue to home compost it. You can also 
book to take garden waste to KCC's Household Waste and Recycling 
Centres, please see above. 
 
Can I put out extra bags of garden waste with my bin?TMBC  
cannot accept any additional bags next to or on top of the bin. This 
is to ensure that they have capacity to collect from all our garden 
waste customers over the coming weeks. 
 
Can I have a bonfire to burn my garden waste? 
At this time it is far more likely that the smoke from any bonfires lit 
will impact neighbours who are either abiding by Government 
advice to stay at home, are self-isolating due to existing health 
problems or are key workers on downtime. We would therefore urge 
all residents to be considerate and think twice about the need to 
light a bonfire at this time in order to prevent the smoke affecting 
neighbours. More guidance 
at https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/environment-and-
planning/pollution/nuisances/bonfire 
 
 
You can dispose of garden waste in your black bin or compost it.  If 
you have had any problems with missed collections or 
missing/damaged bins, please refer to the website below where you 
can find all of the information on how best to resolve your issue.  
www.tmbc.gov.uk/waste 
 

Bulky waste services & Coronavirus 
TMBC restarted the bulky waste collection service on Monday 4 
May. Thank you for your patience while the service was suspended. 
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Take your rubbish home to help keep public spaces clean and safe 
for everyone 

Our local parks have been a lifeline for many people over past two 
months and, as lockdown eases and we are all able to spend more 
time there, there is a real risk they will turn into rubbish dumps. 

That's why we're calling on everyone to do their bit to keep parks 
and beaches clean by taking their litter home with them and 
putting it in their own bin. 

Despite the easing of restrictions, local authorities are still facing 
immense challenges, protecting and supporting those who are 
vulnerable and shielding, while also trying to maintain essential 
front-line services. 

“The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted how much people across 
Britain value their local parks and green spaces and how vital they 
are for our physical and mental health. 

Now that the government’s new guidelines allow people to spend 
more time in these precious spaces, we all need to do our bit to keep 
them clean and safe for everyone. 

Council staff across the country deserve all our thanks and support 
for the work they have been doing while we have been staying at 
home and now is the time when we can show them our gratitude by 
doing our bit. 

Bins may not be emptied as often as normal and litter-picking may 
be limited so if you are eating or drinking in the park or at the 
beach, don’t under any circumstances leave your rubbish where 
you’ve been sitting and don’t fill the bins there with it – take it 
home. 
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We all want to be able to enjoy places that are clean and litter-free 
and this will not be possible if people don’t act themselves. 

No one wants to see pictures of our beautiful parks and beaches 
strewn with litter and plastic pollution and we hope that everyone 
will heed this message and do their bit.” 

- Richard McIlwain, Deputy Chief Executive - Keep Britain Tidy 

 
COVID19 UPDATE 
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) will be 
publishing updated data 
at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-
information-for-the-public on a daily basis at 2pm until further 
notice. 
 
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council - Community Support - 
Coronavirus Community Hub 
 
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council has a dedicated community 
support helpline and webpage for those in shielded medical isolation 
and those who are vulnerable from Covid-19.  The webpage advising 
of the services being provided 
https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/community-and-
living/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-community 
 
Latest Information on Covid-19 Funding 
To access the list of funds available please go 
to:  https://www.grantsonline.org.uk/coronavirus.html 
 
KENT TOGETHER - HELPLINE LAUNCHED BY KENT COUNTY 
COUNCIL 
A 24 hour helpline has been set up to support vulnerable people in 
Kent who need urgent help, supplies or medication. 

The helpline – called Kent Together - provides a single, convenient 
point of contact for anyone in the county who is in urgent need of 
help during the Coronavirus outbreak. It is a collaboration between 
KCC, central Government, District, Borough and local councils, the 
voluntary and community sector, the NHS, emergency services and 
other partners to ensure help is at hand for vulnerable people. 
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It is also the place to report your concerns about the welfare of 
someone else. 

 If you are vulnerable and have an urgent need that cannot be met 
through existing support networks, you can contact the Kent 
Together helpline at www.kent.gov.uk/KentTogether  or by calling 
on 03000 41 92 92. It is a 24 hour service. 
 
KEEPING A SAFETY NET AROUND CHILDREN IN KENT 
Kent Police is urging parents to look out for the signs of online 
grooming as children and young people in Kent spend more time at 
home. 
  
The Covid-19 worldwide pandemic means that children who would 
normally be visiting friends and family or attending school around 
the county are now in lockdown and may be searching for things to 
do to keep them occupied. 
  
With more people turning to the internet, Kent Police is reminding 
everyone of the steps that can be taken to keep young and 
vulnerable people protected from online abuse. For more advice or 
to report online abuse 
visit https://www.kent.police.uk/advice/advice-and-
information/caa/child-abuse/online-child-abuse/ 
 
Mrs Sarah Huseyin - Parish Clerk 
e-mail: shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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SHIPBOURNE SCHOOL NEWS 
 
JUNE: It is amazing how busy it has remained, despite Shipbourne 
school being closed. We have so much to ready ourselves for and 
there has been plenty of discussion around what will happen next, 
including full risk assessments and draft timetabling. We have 
shared what we can with parents and will continue to do so as 
plans are confirmed. The school community continue to remain 
patient and supportive at such an unpredictable and ever-evolving 
time.  
 
At home, children (and parents) are working so hard to keep 
effective and exciting learning happening and it is so rewarding 
sharing in this via emails, our private Facebook group and during 
weekly pupil Teams meetings. As well as pupil Teams meetings, our 
staff have been getting used to virtual staff meetings. It has been 
great to keep in touch and continue to work together in this way – 
we are all getting better at communicating virtually, and it is 
particularly good at keeping us all motivated and heading in the 
same direction. Pupils are also benefiting from meeting in this way, 
and when (or indeed if) year groups begin to return in phases, we 
will ensure that the meetings continue for year groups who remain 
at home.  
 
During the coming weeks, school staff will be taking part in a range 
of ‘webinars’ looking at different areas of education and school 
development as we continue to work under very different, ever-
changing conditions. I have particularly valued the quality of the 
training that has been provided over the past months whilst face-to-
face meetings are not possible; it has made such a difference in my 
confidence to make decisions that will benefit the school community 
as we move forward. 
 
 
JULY: We welcomed back over half of our pupils from 8th June, and 
it has been such a joy being back together. As you may have seen, 
we have had to make some adjustments to our playground and the 
main building has also been adapted to ensure that children are 
able to work in small, isolated bubbles whilst following new hygiene 
and distancing routines. This has not stopped anyone getting on 
and having lots of fun together, and we have seen such resilience 
and super learning despite having been away for so long.  
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As we look forward to September, we are hopeful that we will find a 
way to have all our pupils back together. In the meantime, those 
that remain at home continue to engage in school provided learning 
plus some very creative home designed activities. We have seen 
some superb ideas taking shape and it is always a pleasure for staff 
to catch up with home schooled pupils during weekly video chats. 
 
Best wishes for a safe and happy summer. We look forward to 
sharing our news with you in September. 
 
 
Terri Daters 
Head of School, Shipbourne School 
 

 
 

Do you have a few 
hours to spare? 

 
 

Samaritans set up a new branch in Sevenoaks in 
Autumn 2019 and during the Coronavirus crisis, we're 

recruiting and training remotely. 
Listening volunteers are crucial to our service, but there 
are lots of other ways to get involved with Samaritans. 

We're also looking for volunteers to join the friendly and 
enthusiastic team who run our branch so, if you're 

interested in helping with administration, fundraising, 
marketing, recruitment or social media, we'd love to hear 

from you. 
Please get in touch 

on Sevenoaks.recruitment@samaritans.org 
or on 07388 179760 
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ART COMPETITION 
During lockdown I ran an art competition for children to help them 
focus on their art and to offer an exciting opportunity for them to 
express themselves during this very difficult time.  Half term was 
looming but so many children had been at home already for several 
weeks so it was important to distract and focus on some positivity.  
As an artist myself and working with children in school I knew how 
much pleasure it gave and helps to focus the mind. 
 
So the title was “I would like to be ……”.  There were four age 
categories and any medium could be used …. so 20 entries later!  
Rather than look at the first, second or third I would like to arrange 
an exhibition in the Village Hall once we can open the doors of the 
Village Hall.  So I will let all the entrants know when that will be. 
 
Eileen Dickinson 
 
 

 
 

“I would like to be ……” 
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FROM YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
 
JUNE: I hope that everyone is staying safe and well in these difficult 
times. I know how many in our parishes are supporting each other 
and the strength of the community this is showing. The Government 
has published its latest guidance on the next stage of our response 
to the virus. Because of the care people have taken in recent weeks, 
we are able to look at how we can all reach out more and try to get 
back to work. The social distancing measures that we have all been 
through in the past few weeks have brought down the infection rate 
and given us the ability to look for ways out. That’s what we’ve all 
got to think about now - taking reasonable steps to get back to 
normal, but staying alert throughout. 
  
The new restrictions give us greater freedom and flexibility about 
the steps we can take to protect ourselves and others. The message 
to Stay Alert is being used in France, and elsewhere to ensure we all 
remain aware of the dangers but start to help people get back to 
work. We know the cost of the lockdown to individuals across our 
country. We need it to end, to re-open our economy as quickly as 
possible, and to do it in a way that doesn’t risk the infection rising 
too high. 
  
If you have any concerns about the guidance, or questions about 
what you may, or may not, be recommended to do then please get in 
touch. Though my office in Tonbridge is understandably closed to 
visitors and I am working at home, I can still answer e-mails 
on tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk or pick up the phone, where 
the best number is 01732 441563. 
  
Over the past few weeks so many people have gone to extraordinary 
lengths to help protect our communities. I’d like to thank everyone, 
and especially our key workers. Whether it be doctors or nurses 
working in the NHS, the waste collectors who continue to empty our 
bins, or supermarket workers making sure we have all the food we 
need, thank you. 
  
The past few weeks have seen our communities pull together like 
never before, and the street parties for VE Day showed just how 
united we can be. I hope this continues once the pandemic is over. 
But in the meantime please stay safe. 
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JULY: As I write, Tonbridge and Malling is confirmed as the area of 
Kent with the lowest ‘R’ number, and confirmed Coronavirus cases. 
Since we have all had to sacrifice so much over recent months and 
my column has often shared news about the steps we should take, 
this month I wanted to have a more upbeat tone and recognise all 
the hard work that has gone towards keeping us safe. 

Firstly, we should reflect on the sacrifices each of us has made. 
Whether it be going without seeing loved ones, being able to hug 
and celebrate birthdays and family events with those closest to us, 
or even go to work, our lives have changed fundamentally over the 
past few months to keep us safe. 

Governments can issue guidance, and volunteers and neighbours 
can provide support. But ultimately only we can look after ourselves 
and stay alert. That is evidently what we have been doing so far in 
Tonbridge and Malling.  

Thanks also need to go to those who have been running community 
support schemes. While I know the Parish Council has been active, 
in many areas these have happened on a street by street basis and 
show our villagers come together to help one another.  

While the Government has given significant financial support to 
those workers and businesses affected, the role of Tonbridge and 
Malling Borough Council in making sure that the most vulnerable 
were looked after is something we should rightly thank them for. 
There have been hundreds of people who have only been able to eat 
because of the efforts which the Council has gone to. 

Until Covid-19 is completely eradicated from our communities, we 
must stay alert. The recovery will take a long time and we must be 
prepared for it.  But we should also reflect on the progress which 
has been made so far and appreciate the steps we have all taken. I 
hope the ‘R’ number falls to 0 as quickly as possible, and if we 
continue doing what we have been there is a good a chance of it 
happening here as there is anywhere. 

 
Tom Tugenhat 
Member of Parliament for Tonbridge and Malling 
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FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
JUNE: This month I will take the opportunity to address the subject 
of highways for which Kent County Council has responsibility 
throughout Kent, except in the Medway Council area and for 
Motorways, which are the responsibility of Highways England. There 
are particular trunk A Roads including the A21, which are also 
maintained by Highways England. Linked to highways, KCC has 
some responsibility in connection with public transport, which I 
shall touch on later in this column. 
 
Over recent weeks the opportunity has been taken by many of the 
public and private utility companies to undertake such daytime 
work as would in normal circumstances lead to major road traffic 
delays. With so many private vehicles removed from the highway 
network KCC Highways has encouraged utilities and their roadwork 
contractors to undertake any works that can be scheduled to be 
undertaken during this time. This is a means to pro-actively 
manage the road network to the benefit of all.  
 
I have sought to actively encourage highways work to be undertaken 
in my division, especially on the A20 London Road in Wrotham, 
where the water egress from the Spring Tavern site has now been 
undertaken by contractors to KCC Highways, arrangements for cost 
recovery from the landowner is in hand. Users of Common Road 
Ightham will I hope be as pleased as residents, following the repairs 
to drainage. Further works to drainage issues to follow shortly in 
south west Hildenborough. 
 
I sometimes receive correspondence from those seeking speed 
restrictions, road improvements, changes to on-street vehicle 
parking or more and occasionally less street furniture. 
Arrangements are now in hand for such matters to be considered 
when parish councils prepare their own local highway and transport 
plans. KCC highways will then try to use these where possible in 
order to bring about the types of improvements that residents seek. 
 
Public Transport 
Three words that cause concern regarding the upcoming return to 
work are “avoiding public transport” if possible. This continues to 
put pressure on many commercial bus operators and must be 
balanced with the need for them in the long term, as part of the 
most efficient use of road space, again in the future. In the 

 - 20 - 

meantime, commercial and subsidised bus operations continue 
where possible. Clearly there are some significant challenges ahead 
in terms of social distancing, depending on circumstances, 
particularly once arrangements are put in hand to open secondary 
schools.  
 
Further information is expected on how public transport will have to 
operate once the current restrictions are eased. At the same time 
school reopening and future transport needs remain unclear at the 
time of writing in mid-May.  
 
 
JULY: Regular readers of my column will know that I tend to take a 
particular area for which KCC has responsibility and write thereon. 
This month I shall address schools and education. The recent and 
indeed ongoing restrictions on the movement of most of the 
population has certainly generated significant correspondence and 
telephone calls from my electorate. The coronavirus has enabled 
many residents to have the time to get in touch and the last three 
months has been a peak period for contact from both residents and 
prospective residents. The most significant subject matter has been 
schools and schooling. 
 
One of the most difficult matters with which to deal, has been the 
matter of work set for children who are unable to attend school and 
as a result are being home educated. It is clear that many parents 
are concerned at the variation in both the quantity and the 
standard of work being set for their children. Where the school or 
teacher is setting significant levels of work and providing sufficient 
support, I am not being requested to answer questions from 
parents. 
 
It is clear that there are significant variations, even within families, 
as to the quantity and the standard of work being sought from 
pupils. It is clear to me that there are great differences between 
schools as to what support is provided and which age ranges are 
supported. In some families, with children at different schools, the 
differences are apparently stark. The quality of support offered 
differs both between schools and within schools. It is these 
differences, for the most part, that has prompted the greatest 
number of parents to make contact and ask if I know why these 
differences are happening and enquire as why they are allowed and 
whether this is school policy or is there any input from KCC? 
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The educational support offered by way of online education, work 
setting and support offered by each school is a matter for the 
Headteacher, and clearly there are differences between what various 
school establishments have put in place. At this juncture (I write 
this Column in Mid- June) it is difficult to have a holistic view. In 
Kent as a whole 83% of state primary schools are now open, with 
pupil attendance restricted to those permitted to attend by the 
Government. There are clear differences between schools as to the 
degree of support available and provided. 
 
The secondary sector has also brought questions, with again 
surprisingly significant differences between the degree of support 
provided by, what on the face of it are similar educational 
establishments. Some schools are setting work online to be 
completed either fully or partially offline, others run ‘lessons’ online 
using proprietary educational/meeting software. 
Some appear by accounts that I have received, to be offering very 
little support by comparison.  
 
I intend to press for an inquiry into the differences both between 
schools and potentially within schools once conditions permit. I 
hope that a serious second wave of the pandemic is not 
forthcoming, but if it is, it would be good to have learned how 
children’s education could benefit from previous experience and 
best practise.  
 
For my part, I seek to encourage all those who are responsible for 
the provision of our children’s education to use their best 
endeavours to ensure that as many children as possible return to 
their classrooms at as early a date as they may be safely 
accommodated.  
 
 
Harry Rayner 
Kent County Councillor 
Tel 03000 421606 
Email: Harry.Rayner@kent.gov.uk 
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THE WEATHER 
 
APRIL: The average day temp. was 21.40c, the average night temp. 
was 4.90c, the highest day temp. was 280c, (Sun. 11th), and the 
lowest night was  -1.50c, the total rainfall was 41mm,(it only rained 
for 6 days in the whole month) with an average over 25 years of 
53mm, the highest April rain fall was 2000 with 145.5mm, (only 11 
days without rain), the lowest April rain fall was 2011 with 4.5mm of 
rain, (only 4 days of rain for the whole month). 
 
MAY: The average day temp. was 24.30c, the average night temp. 
was 6.50c, the highest day was Tue. 21st with 320c, the lowest night 
was Thu. 14th with -1.50c, the total rainfall was 4.5mm, with rain 
falling on only 2 days, (Fri. 1st 3.5mm & Sat.23rd 1.0mm)  this  is the 
lowest may rain fall for 124 years, (Met. Office), the average May 
rainfall over the last 30 years was 60.26mm, the highest year being 
May 2000 with 136.5 mm, and May this year being the lowest.      
 
Lionel Stielow 
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TREESERVICES	LTD	
All aspects of private and commercial tree work undertaken by fully trained and well equipped 

staff 
 

Fully insured 
Free advice and Estimates 

Our services include:- 
 

• Hazard Evaluation (Health and safety checks) 

• Cutting back of trees and branches 

• Dangerous trees made safe 

• Crown reduction and thinning 

• Hedge cutting 

• Stump removal 

• Seasoned Logs and wood mulch sold 
 

01732 810933 / 07973 264952 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

Stone Cottage Roughway TN11 9SH 
(tbc) 

 

      

The Kentish Rifleman 
Dunk’s Green, TN11 9RU. 01732 810727 

 
A Free House and by far the best pub in Dunk’s Green 

16th Century Inn serving a good selection of real ales, wines 
and home cooked food.  

 
Please call or see our website for latest takeaway 

menu and opening times. 
 

www.thekentishrifleman.co.uk 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP 
E. COLEMAN 

 Clean, Efficient and 
Friendly Service            
Traditional Brush and 
HEPA Vacuum                                             
Smoke Testing and 
Insurance Certificates 
Issued                          
Fully Insured                                     
ICS Registered                                 
Installation Advice 
Given                    
01732 810053  

0155555501/1
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JUNE AND JULY AT SHIPBOURNE FARMERS MARKET  
 

 
 
 
JUNE: After re-inventing ourselves we are now getting quite used to 
being an ‘On Line Drive Thru Market. Customers, producers and 
ourselves have settled into a routine. The key to our success is our 
volunteers. Jenny (who will help you with on line ordering 
078805772080), one family team, led by the Chairman of our Parish 
Council,  sorts the orders, another team loads them into the boots 
of our passing customers. Others enable us to offer free deliveries 
for the elderly and self-isolating and our logistics experts, Peter and 
Ben sort out any problems! In fact we have now got the whole thing 
down to such a fine art that we are able to sort over 100 cars in 90 
minutes! 
 
Our MP Tom Tugendhat has come up with an excellent explanation 
as to how the system works by producing for us an animation 
demonstrating the operation of the Farmers Market click here! 
 
The concept of selling in ‘boxes’ has caught on. Annabelle has her 
‘Breakfast Box’, ‘BBQ Box’, ‘Pie Box’ and ‘Lamb Box’. Similarly, 
Carla has created a Cheese selection which has been much 
appreciated and ‘Seasons by Nature have brought out a ‘Fruit Box’ 
and a ‘Salad Box’ to complement their ‘Vegetable Boxes’. However, 
as a sign of the times, one of our most successful lines is Eckley 
Farm’s Wholemeal flour, a strong flour perfect for bread making.   
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As for the Covid19 we are not out of the woods yet and we have a 
supply of hand sanitiser made by the Greensand Distillery (as well 
as their gin). 
 
Asparagus and rhubarb herald the start of the new year harvest 
period after the hungry gap of March and April. New Park 
(Asparagus) Farm have brought their magnificent asparagus, grown 
on light sandy soil near Groombridge. In June this will be followed 
by the first of our soft fruit, strawberries, when we will welcome 
Stonepitts Farm with their array of different strawberries.  
 
On the fish front it’s really has to be mackerel – bought silvery 
fresh from the market and cooked the same day to enjoy at its very 
best. Try it the traditional way for the month – grilled and served 
with a tart gooseberry sauce.  
 
As for a long drink you can’t beat Greensand gin, plenty of ice and a 
good tonic. Or how about Hildenbrough’s Brewery flavoursome 
beers. For a celebration or simply an excuse for a fizz try Sanden 
Sparkling wine.  Fill your basket with locally made cheeses, pates, 
maybe a raised pie or Scotch egg, some chutney or relish and have a 
picnic in your garden. 
 
 
JULY: We are looking at ways we can re-open the market however, 
with the social distancing remaining at 2m we cannot see a way to 
go back to the Church and Church Approach. So we are looking at 
the possibility of other locations. We also feel that the pre order and 
pre pay solution has merit once the market re-opens. 
 
This will be our 4th month of operating the On Line/Drive Thru 
market. It has proved to be very successful for both Producers and 
Customers alike. It keeps everyone apart, in fact Customers do not 
even see Producers. And with our scheduled pick up you only need 
to wait a few minutes whilst sitting in the comfort of your car. This 
is the new ‘convenience shopping’. 
 
If you have not yet used the system go to www.shipbournefm.co.uk 
and then click on ‘SHOP NOW’. You can shop by either Producer or 
by category of food. If you need help just call Jenny on 
07880577208 and she will guide you through the process. Even if 
you are unable to go on-line call Jenny and she may still be able to  
help. We can also offer a delivery service within 5 miles of 
Shipbourne for those who cannot make it to the market.   
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The Soft fruit season is now in full flow with Cannon fruit farm 
supplying cherries and raspberries and New Park Farm supplying 
strawberries in a fruit basket together with punnets of either 
gooseberries, blackberries, blueberries and currents. This is the 
month for jam makers. You don’t have to make huge vats of the 
stuff – just a few jars are incredibly satisfying to produce, taste 
marvellous and make wonderful gifts. 

Rusbridge’s our Baker since the market first started has decided to 
concentrate on the wholesale market, which means they are unable 
to come on a Thursday morning. However, our now new baker is 
even more local, The Bakehouse at 124, who are located on the 
High Street in Tonbridge. They are part of the fast-growing artisan 
food revival. The Bakehouse is the brainchild of Clare Barton, a 
lifelong resident of Tonbridge and Hildenborough. Clare  re-trained 
as an Artisan Baker in 2013.and is keen to give those in her home 
town the opportunity to feast on delicious real bread and pastries. 
Many of her products have won awards including Great Taste, 
Tiptree World Bread and Taste of Kent awards. 

Renhurst Farm lamb will be available from early July. Grass-fed 
summer LAMB is now at its very finest and, as a more fatty meat 
than some (giving it the meat flavour and keeps it from drying out), 
is ideal for the BBQ.  
 
MACKEREL is the prefect summer fish, iridescent in its blue and 
silver chainmail, bought fresh from the market  enjoy at its very 
best. Try it barbecued, griddled or marinated in lime juice and chilli 
to slice and serve raw. 
 

 
  
We have been requested to make a short video by the Cabinet Office 
to illustrate how we have managed to keep our food outlet running 
during Covid19.  This is the ‘unedited’ version (i.e. the version we 
sent to the Cabinet Office) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXhSHrvVs1Y   
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COOKERY CORNER 
GREEN SUMMER RISOTTO 
Taken from The Busy Mum’s Vegetarian Cookbook 
by Mary Gwynn 
 
Serves 4 – 6 
Prepare: 15 mins 
Cook: 25 mins 
 

• 450g seasonal vegetables (e.g. small 
courgettes, peas, green beans, broad beans 
and asparagus tips) 

• 2 tbsp olive oil 
• 2 shallots, finely chopped and 2 cloves 

garlic, finely chopped 
• 350g arborio risotto rice 
• about 1.5 litres simmering vegetable stock from a cube plus 

100ml dry white wine 
• 50g butter 
• 50g fresh mixed herbs, such as flat-leaf parsley, basil, 

chives, tarragon, dill or chervil, finely chopped 
• 50g freshly grated Parmesan  
• salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 

1. Cook the vegetables in simmering water for 2 – 3 minutes until 
almost tender. Drain and plunge into iced water to cool. Heat 
the oil in a heavy-based saucepan, add shallots and garlic and 
cook for about 3 minutes until softened. Add the rice and stir to 
coat in the oil.  
 

2. Add a ladleful of stock and the white wine and simmer until the 
liquid is absorbed, stirring constantly. Continue adding stock, a 
few tablespoons at a time, stirring frequently, until all the stock 
is absorbed and the rice is tender and creamy but still with a 
slight bite. This should take about 20 minutes. 

 
 

3. While the rice is cooking, place the butter in a blender or food 
processor with the herbs and seasoning and process until well 
blended together. When the rice is tender, add the vegetables 
and cook for another minute or two to heat through. Stir in the 
herb butter and Parmesan cheese and adjust the seasoning. 
Serve immediately.  
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LAVENDER PANNA COTTA WITH RASPBERRIES AND 
BLUEBERRIES 

Here’s the perfect recipe to round off a social distancing 
party in the garden. You can serve these with any 
summer berries and use rich local cream and milk for 
the best finish. 
 
Make this this dessert using totally home grown fruit 
and flowers.   
 
Serves 6  
Prepare 15 minutes 
Chilling time At least 3 hours or overnight 
 

• 300ml double cream 
• 300ml full cream milk 
• 50g lavender sugar (see recipe (*) below) 
• 2 sheets gelatine or 2 tsp powdered gelatine 
• 450g fresh raspberries, washed 

1. Line six ramekins with cling film and place on a tray. 
Heat the cream and milk together with the lavender 
sugar (*) in a pan until just reaching simmering 
point. Remove from the heat. 

 
2. If using sheet gelatine place in a bowl of cold water 

and leave to soak for 5 minutes. Squeeze out the 
water and stir into the warmed cream mixture until 
melted. Sit the ramekin in a pan of simmering water 
and melt very gently. Stir into the warmed cream. 

 
3. Pour the mixture into the lined ramekins, leave to 

cool then transfer to the fridge to chill. Leave for at 
least 3 hours until set or overnight. 
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4. Just before serving, turn the panna cotta out onto 
individual serving plates and serve with the 
raspberries.  

 
(*) Lavender sugar use 1 tablespoon of lavender buds 
(or a teaspoon of dried lavender) to 1 cup of sugar. Layer 
the lavender within the sugar in a glass container, rest 
for a day and then shake before use. 
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SHIPBOURNE CLASSIFIEDS 

 
Adverts have been kept in the digital newsletter due to paid annual 
advertising fees but please adhere to the Government’s social 
distancing/lockdown rules during this time. 
 
Simple Domestic and Personal Advertisements, up to four lines, 
are free to Newsletter readers.  This free category includes items for 
sale or wanted, baby-sitting, dog walking, domestic needs etc. 
To ensure Shipbourne Classifieds is kept up to date, each 
advertisement will be published in the Newsletter for three 
months and then removed unless requested otherwise.   
 
Business Advertisements are charged at £1 per monthly issue or 
£10 for a whole year of 12 issues Also available are quarter-page 
display advertisements, charged at £10 per monthly issue, or £100 
for a full year of 12 issues.  Business advertisements must be 
booked and paid for in advance – please see contact details for Tish 
Gourmelon at the top of this page. 
 
All revenue raised from Shipbourne Classifieds goes towards the 
printing costs of the Newsletter. 
 
Disclaimer: Please note that the St Giles and Shipbourne 
Newsletter cannot be held responsible for the quality of the goods or 
services advertised in the Newsletter. 
 
 
YOGA AT SHIPBOURNE VILLAGE HALL for absolute beginners or 50yrs+.  
Wednesdays 9.15am-10.15am.  Class £12.  Reduced to £9 for term of block 
booked classes.  Contact Alison French to book or info.  Email: 
fitalison1@aol.com / Instagram: french6111 / Tel: 07966 257027 
CLEANER AVAILABLE in the Shipbourne area. References from families I have 
cleaned for available. Please call 07593285320 or email pearcecooper88@yahoo.co.uk 
(11/20) 
MILLS & BOON BOOKS for sale £1.00 each or 20 for £15.00. All proceeds going to 
charity.  Please contact 01732 810108 or 07732301967 
MARVELLOUS MEN BUILDING AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE: We do all types of 
building work and construction and refurbishment kitchens, bathrooms, extensions, 
loft conversions, painting and decorating, plumbing, electrics to garden and 
landscape work and much more.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us on 07887 
511411 or 07478 739947 
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FABS Fitness Classes for Older Adults covering FLEXIBILITY, AEROBIC, 
BALANCE and STRENGTH, enjoyable, effective exercises accessible to everyone, can 
be done seated or standing.  Age or ability are not barriers to an active lifestyle. OSH 
Hadlow - Tues 10.30am, Golden Green Hall Tues 12.30pm, Nettlestead - Wed 12.00  
noon. Seated Class OSH Hadlow starts Tues 15th Jan 2.15pm, Seated Class 
Wateringbury Jan date TBC – Register today! Call: Carol 07941345001 Email: 
carol.welfare@moveitorloseit.co.uk TASTER CLASS FREE (£5.00 per session 
thereafter) (12/19) 
IF YOU NEED HELP with personal household costs or club activity details, I can 
help to organise your data in easy-to-understand spreadsheets to ease your workload 
and improve your presentation - charged @ £10/hr. Please contact Nick on 07784 
231127 to discuss your requirements. (10/19) 
WEALD PRE-SCHOOL local pre-school, established for over 50 years, offering a 
caring, safe and stimulating environment for children to develop friendships and 
have fun!  Experienced and caring staff, spacious hall and garden, safe drop-off area.  
Open every weekday during term time for children aged 2-5 years old in St Georges 
Church Hall, Church Road, Weald.  Breakfast club available from 7.30am.  
www.wealdpreschool.co.uk.  Contact us on 07453 016132/ 01732 450272 (church 
hall) weald_preschool@hotmail.com 
GARDENING SERVICES: Hadlow College and National Trust trained. Regular or one 
off jobs available. Please call Peter Zoephel on 01892 836866 or 07845 174936 
(10/19) 
DOG WALKING FOR BUSY PEOPLE. I'm a local dog owner and have worked at a 
kennels/ homing centre and am happy to offer dog walking 7 days a week on a 
regular or occasional basis. Reliable and responsible with references for reassurance. 
Looking forward to meeting your 4 legged friend. Call Laura 07922077552 
DOG WALKER. 'I am a nineteen year old university student back for the holidays 
offering dog walking services. Whether you need your dog walked or looked after 
during the day, I'd be happy to help.  Philippa 07752 304272 
UNLOCK MY PAST: Local Photo, Negative & Slide Scanning, Cine, Video & Audio 
Transfer Services. We also author slide shows, assist with compiling celebratory 
photo books, family history services and other related bespoke work.  Please view our 
website www.unlockmypast.com for details or contact us on 0333 011 8514 (local 
rate call). (05/19) 
RUSTIC BIRD BOXES FOR SALE.  £8.00 each or two for £15.00.  All proceeds go to 
charity. (www.aquinoe.org).Telephone 01732 365879 
LOCAL MUSIC LESSONS:  Experienced and enthusiastic violin, piano and music 
theory teacher now teaching lessons in Shipbourne.  Beginners as well as advanced 
students.  Excellent exam results track record. Contact: 01732 810984 or 077898 
33740 (05/16) 
FREE DELIVERY OF PRESCRIPTIONS - Thompson’s Chemist on Riding Lane, 
Hildenborough offer free delivery of prescriptions in Shipbourne and the surrounding 
area. Once your doctor has sent us the prescription, we take care of the rest. Call 
833433 for details. 
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST Alice Neale BScHons MChS, HCPC registered. Effective 
and caring foot care provided at my clinic in Hildenborough or home visits by 
arrangement. Established 10 years +. Please call 01732 832524LOCAL  
BABYSITTERS AVAILABLE; two 15 year old girls available for babysitting weekends 
and weekday evenings. Comfortable with all ages - reliable and friendly. We live 
locally in Plaxtol. Please contact Hannah and Grace Bryden at 
brydensisters@gmail.com 
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DOG GROOMING KENT - Sue Angliss your local pet groomer based in Plaxtol both 
Salon Details Certified and City & Guilds qualified. Find me on FB or 
www.doggroomingkent.co.uk. Please call 01732 811023 (01/17) 
HAIR BY SHARON - Mobile hairdresser, for prices or to make an appointment please 
call 01732 773043 (05/19) 
TONBRIDGE OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC AT PEAK FITNESS GYM.  Osteopathy for all 
ages and all problems.  www.tonbridgeosteopathicclinic.co.uk / 01732 369928 £10 
discount off 1st appointment when you mention this newsletter! 
MULTI-SKILLED TRADESPERSON, SHIPBOURNE BASED, with over 30 years’ 
experience. References available.  Animal Enclosures, Carpentry, Disabled 
Adaptations, Fencing, Floor Laying, Plumbing, Tiling, Tree Surgery, no job too small, 
Free estimates.  Please contact Martin on 07851105739 Email: 
martincruse4@gmail.com (12/16) 
SALLY OSBORNE – ELECTRICIAN: NAPIT Part P approved.  All domestic electrical 
work undertaken.  To arrange a free quote please contact me on 07710 443079 or 
email salvioz@blueyonder.co.uk (03/17) 
DAVID ROWE Plumbing & Heating, a reliable engineer for all your domestic 
requirements including: boiler installation, servicing and repairs, full heating 
systems, radiators, hot water cylinders, power-flushing, gas fires, gas cookers, 
bathrooms. Please contact David, 07715266311 or email droweph@virginmedia.com 
(03/17) 
YEW TREE & GARDEN SERVICES provide a complete solution to all your tree and 
gardening needs. Please visit us at www.yewtreeandgarden.co.uk. For garden 
enquiries please call Simon on 07864 829587, for tree work please call Christian on 
07711 783580. NPTC Qualified & Public Liability insured. (12/16) 
KINDLING: Split softwood quality kindling sticks, neatly cut and bagged in large 
green or orange nets.  These barn stored seasoned sticks are ideal for lighting 
woodburners, log fires or barbeques. £5 each or 3 nets for £12. C.O.D. Free delivery 
in Shipbourne. Ring Cilla on 810338 
LOCAL WASP NEST TREATMENT:  Fast, efficient, reliable.  Andy Wasp 07833 
558773 
VEHICLE REPAIRS and maintenance.  Local mechanic with 30 years experience.  No 
job too large or too small on any make of vehicle, lawn mowers etc I have a fully-
equipped van so can offer a mobile service.  Call Fred on 07714749754 (12/16) 
NEED ASSISTANCE with your tax return? Worried about tax? Let me help.  Friendly 
and personal assistance from a specialist. Call John Foster-Powell FCCA on 01732 
810661 or 07914 855035 to arrange a meeting to suit you.  Free initial consultation.  
B AND B holiday accommodation in self-contained oast house in the heart of 
Shipbourne village. Visit www.bearmanoroast.co.uk  For further details phone 01732 
811256 or e-mail BearManorOast@hotmail.co.uk 
BED AND BREAKFAST in the centre of Plaxtol. Periwick Barn offers friendly informal 
accommodation in two oast bedrooms overlooking the rear garden. Traditional 
English breakfast is included. For more information telephone me Anne Shelmerdine 
01732 811368 or go to my website www.periwickbarn.co.uk (06/20) 
WE ARE DOWNSIZING and have several items of stripped pine furniture for sale 
(wardrobe, chest, small cupboards etc.) which we cannot squeeze into the new 
house!  Please email bob@lodgeoast.co.uk if you would like photos or ring 01732-
833976 for more details. 

 
 


