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For non-urgent police attendance,
passing useful information and 24
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For emergencies
For Maidstone office
Mark Thomas, Police Community Support Officer

HAYWARDS the Butchers,
6 York Parade, Tonbridge
Tel 01732 355611
Cheerful and efficient service for all your needs
Meat and meat products, a range of sausages, cheeses, eggs,
ham and much more
Giving a party?
HAYWARDS will help you plan your catering and all your
requirements
(12/16)

TREESERVICES LTD
All aspects of private and commercial tree work undertaken by fully trained and well equipped
staff
Fully insured
Free advice and Estimates
Our services include:-



Hazard Evaluation (Health and safety checks)





Cutting back of trees and branches




Dangerous trees made safe
Crown reduction and thinning




Hedge cutting
Stump removal

Seasoned Logs and wood mulch sold
01732 810933 / 07973 264952
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk
Stone Cottage Roughway TN11 9SH
(tbc)

PARISH DIARY – MARCH 2017
Except where indicated below, the main morning service at ST GILES
SHIPBOURNE is at 9.30am.
Wednesday

1st

10.00am
8.00pm

Thursday
SUNDAY

2nd
5th

9-11am
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
Readings:

Wednesday

8th

8.00pm

Thursday
Saturday
SUNDAY

9th
11th
12th

9-11am
9.30am
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
Readings:

Monday

13th

7.30pm

Wednesday

15th

8.00pm

Thursday
SUNDAY

16th
19th

9-11am
8.00am
9.30am
12.00pm
4.00pm
Readings:

Monday

20th

8.00pm

Wednesday

22nd

8.00pm

Thursday
SUNDAY

23rd
26th

9-11am
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
Readings:

Ash Wednesday: Said Holy Communion with
ashing at Plaxtol Church
Ash Wednesday: Sung Holy Communion
with ashing at St Giles Shipbourne
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church
Parish Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Family Service followed by short Communion
at Plaxtol Church
Genesis 2 vv 15-17; 3 vv 1-7
Romans 5 vv 12-19
Matthew 4 vv 1-11
First meeting of Lenten Group, Plantation
House, Reeds Lane, Shipbourne
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Playchurch at St Giles, Shipbourne
Holy Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Matins at St Giles Shipbourne
Parish Communion at Plaxtol Church
Genesis 12 vv 1-4
Romans 4 vv 1-5; 13-17
John 3 vv 1-17
Shipbourne Parish Council meeting, Village
Hall
Second meeting of Lenten Group,
Plantation House, Reeds Lane, Shipbourne
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church
Parish Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Short Communion service at Plaxtol Church
Community@4 at Plaxtol Church
Exodus 17 vv 1-7
Romans 5 vv 1-11
John 4 vv 5-42
Shipbourne Parochial Church Council
meeting, Village Hall
Third meeting of Lenten Group, Plantation
House, Reeds Lane, Shipbourne
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Holy Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Mothering Sunday Family Service at St
Giles Shipbourne
Mothering Sunday Family Communion at
Plaxtol Church
Exodus 2 vv 1-10
2 Corinthians 1 vv 3-7
Luke 2 vv 33-35

Wednesday

29th

8.00pm

Thursday
Friday

30th
31st

9-11am
1.30pm

Fourth meeting of Lenten Group (venue to
be advised)
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Shipbourne School Easter service at St
Giles Shipbourne

PLAYCHURCH
Playchurch is for pre-schoolers, primary school children and parents
and takes place on the second Saturday of every month from
9.30-10.30am at St Giles Shipbourne.
Come along to hear fuzzy-felt bible stories, singing and
craft activities.
Next meeting: Saturday 11 March 2017
For further information please contact:
Mary Perry Tel: 01732 810797

BULK REFUSE SERVICE (4th Saturday of month)
Upper Green Road (opposite Village Hall) 8am - 9am on
Saturday 25 March 2017

PASTORAL LETTER
From The Rev’d Peter Flynn
We are now in what the Church calls the Season of Lent, that time
of the year when we begin our contemplation of the arrival of Easter
with a period of penitence and fasting. In the days of the Early
Church, this season of Lent was observed essentially by those who
were preparing for Baptism at Easter and by those who were to be
restored to the Church’s fellowship from which they had been
separated through sin. In the course of time the Church came to
recognise that, by a careful keeping of these days, all Christians
might take to heart the call to repentance and the assurance of
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in
devotion to our Lord. So says the introduction to the Eucharist for
Ash Wednesday, which is the first day of Lent.
The word “Lent” means lengthening, reflecting the fact that we keep
Lent in the springtime when the hours of daylight are beginning to
lengthen. The title “Ash Wednesday” refers to the practice of people
in days of old wearing sackcloth shirts next to the skin and covering
their heads with ashes as a sign of their unworthiness and sorrow
for their sins. All that was accompanied by fasting, self examination
and repentance, which means a determination to change the
direction of their lives to a better, more Godly standard of
behaviour.
In times past, the Church called all people to embrace this “Lenten
Discipline”. Those were days when the Church held a much greater
sway over the people than it does today. Today, the vast majority of
people simply couldn’t care less what the Church has to say
because in their estimation the voice of the Church is basically
irrelevant, so therefore is Lent, except in some instances when it is
regarded as the motivation to give up eating sweets or abstain from
the consumption of alcohol, stop smoking or some such other
indulgent practice for the duration.
The notion of discipline suggests a mode of life in accordance with
rules, with overtones of subjection to control, mortification and
punishment. No doubt that’s the way the Church operated in times
now long past. It would have done so in the name of its objective
God who lived above the skies, a divine super-parent, who
intervened in the affairs of humankind from his celestial location,
visiting upon his children rewards and punishments, plagues and
plenty, floods and tempests, all according to how the people

behaved. That definition simply reflected the culture, knowledge
and experience of those good folk in their times. But, for us 21 st
century people, culture, knowledge and experience have all moved
on and the definitions of times long ago are irrelevant to us.
What does remain relevant to us is the Lenten call to repentance,
which invites us to change the direction of our lives, not because we
fear the possible consequences which could descend upon us from
on high if we don’t, but because after mature and responsible
thought, we see for ourselves the obvious need to do so. Our ability
to see the need to change will depend of course on where we are
coming from, what considerations are important to us, what
standards of behaviour we regards as necessary for our own wellbeing and that of others, what in our minds constitutes justice,
fairness and appropriateness in our world today. Without some sort
of objective, independent guidance to assist us in this task we could
so easily fall into the trap of making entirely selfish changes which
only benefit us. The independent guidance we need comes to us
through our Christian faith. Jesus had some very important things
to say to us about the way life should be conducted. Firstly he said
that we should love one another. That is not a call to be just
affectionate, it is a divine imperative that we should desire nothing
less than the highest good for our fellow sisters and brothers.
Secondly he told us that he came into the world that through him
we might have life and have it abundantly. His whole ministry
demonstrated that abundant life awaits us the moment we take
down the barriers which divide us. What are those barriers in our
world today? We find them all around us in our religious, political,
racial and sexual prejudices; in our international trade agreements;
in monetarism; in world poverty; in education; in healthcare and in
all the many other differences which exist between those who have
and those who don’t have.
We are called to change the world in which we live and move and
have our being. The changes we could and should be making pose
some interesting questions for us this Lent. How well do we love?
How much do we really desire the highest good for our fellow sisters
and brothers – within our own families, communities and nations?
How tolerant are we of other peoples’ religious and political views?
What is our attitude toward those of other race and colour? To
what extent do we discriminate against those of the opposite sex?
What is the basis of our attitude towards the gay community –
ignorant, informed or possibly misunderstood? Do we really

understand enough about how unfair trade agreements and
monetarism subscribe to world poverty, poor education and
inadequate healthcare right across third world countries? Who are
the arbiters of international justice in our world?
Virtuous we may believe it to be to give up eating sweets, refrain
from alcohol, stop smoking or some such other indulgent practice
during Lent, only to take them all up again at Easter. But, the call
to change to which Lent invites us is about much more serious
considerations. We are called to reflect in a mature and responsible
way about what exactly is going on in the world around us and then
to do something positive to bring about the changes that are so
necessary if we are all to survive the turbulence of our times. May
God bless our keeping of Lent and may it issue in greater love for
each other and a super-abundance of life for all people in an ever
increasingly beautiful world.
Shalom
Peter Flynn

C O MPLE T E PRO PE RT Y SE RVI CE S
www.inscopeinteriors.co.uk

EXTENSIONS, CONVERSIONS, KITCHEN & BATHROOM DESIGN & INSTALLATION
SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT FOR ENTIRE PROJECT
DETAILED, ITEMISED AND COSTED SCOPE OF WORKS
FREE SURVEY AND ESTIMATE
CAD PLANNING
Contact Peter Leach
Tel: 01732 811144 Mob: 07889 362462
References and photo gallery available at
http://www.checkatrade.com/InscopeManagement Services/
10/16

CHURCH NOTICES
FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS
The normal pattern of Sunday services and other activities
continues at St Giles' during the interregnum. There is a special
service - a choral communion service with ashing - at 8pm on Ash
Wednesday, 1st March. Please come if you can.
There will be a study course during Lent on Wednesday evenings,
starting on 8 March. Everyone is welcome. Details are given in a
notice elsewhere in this newsletter.
We expect our new Rector, Peter Hayler and his wife Donna to move
into the rectory at Plaxtol at Easter and the house is currently being
redecorated to receive them.
The Church of England collects information about church
attendance and we have just sent in our return for 2016. You might
be interested to know that 3220 people attended the weekly services
at Giles' during the year: this excludes special services such as
those for the school: the latter attracted more than 250 people,
including the children. 425 people attended services at Christmas.
There were 8 baptisms and one wedding.
Finally, congratulations to Bob Taylor and his team who run the
Farmers Market for again getting to the final of the competition for
the best farmers market in Kent!
Paul Britton and Viv Packer

CAN YOU HELP US PAINT/DECORATE PLEASE?
As a Benefice, we are responsible for helping keep the Rectory
decorated. We would like to give the rooms a coat of paint before
Peter + Donna move in, probably painting in early March. If you
think you could offer some hours/days to help paint, it would be
wonderful. You bring the brushes, rollers and paint trays and the
paint will be supplied. Please phone Adrienne on 810361 or email
abrewin2@gmail.com if you are able to help.
Thank you so much

LENTEN SERIES
You are warmly invited to the groups on the 5 Wednesday evenings
during Lent.
We shall be showing sections of the film and discussing issues
raised in an American dramatisation of Bunyan’s Pilgrims
Progress as below:
No
1
2
3
4
5

Wed
March 8th
Wed
March
15th
Wed
March
22nd
Wed
March
29th
Wed April
5th

Except for
Plantation
be advised)
For further

Title
The Beginning
Mount Calvary
The Armoury
the Key of
Promise
The Black River
and the Celestial
City

March 29th our meetings will be held at 8.00 pm at
House, Reeds Lane, Shipbourne, (March 29th venue to
by the kind invitation of Viv Packer (tel. 810 822).
information contact Peter Brewin on 810 361

COME TO HELP TIDY UP THE CHURCHYARD
The next CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY will be on Saturday
22nd April 9.30.am--11.30.am
We need a lot of volunteers for this morning to spread the load!
Please bring your own tools. Coffee and biscuits at 10.30.am.
Jeff King

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GIVE A LILY IN MEMORY OF
SOMEONE AT EASTER …
Just fill in the name on one of the slips of paper at the back of the
church, and put it with your donation in one of the envelopes
marked “Easter Lilies” and give it to one of the Churchwardens.
Alternatively you can send your donation to Felicity Ward at
Hookwood House, Shipbourne, Kent TN11 9RJ.
There will be a list in church at Easter in memoriam of all the
people who are being remembered.
We shall also use daffodils for the church at Easter, so if you would
like to give some to the church please bring them to St Giles
between 9 and 10 am on Saturday 15 April, when we shall be
decorating the church. If the weather warms up, we shall use yellow
and white tulips on the windowsills, as the daffodils may be going
over by then.
If you would like to help with the church flowers at Easter, please
contact Felicity Ward (810525).
Cheques payable to Mrs F. L. B. Ward please
Felicity Ward

REMEMBER CLOCKS GO FORWARD
SUNDAY 26 MARCH 2017

We hope that you will join us at our next joint benefice
service

‘Community @ 4’
On Sunday 19th March from 4-5pm
at Plaxtol Church


suitable for all ages



worship songs with a band



discussions for different age groups



craft and play time for children

Please bring food and drink for our
“Bring &Share” refreshments after the service

APRIL NEWSLETTER
Please send any articles and adverts for the April newsletter by 17
March 2017. Please note any articles received after this date will
be held over to the next issue as the Newsletter has a tight deadline
for printing. Please email articles to lindsay_miles@btinternet.com
or call 01732 810439.

All Saints Community Project Trust
Chatham
The link between the Trust and Plaxtol and Shipbourne churches is now up
and running. We are looking to support the Project by providing financial
support, donating food, household goods and toys and by offering
voluntary support.
If you have any unwanted food, household goods (eg furniture, soft
furnishings) or toys that you are willing to give away, please let me know
by email or by phone –
leach_helen@yahoo.co.uk
07762 241720
01732 811144
Any such items will be advertised, and if required, then collected and
distributed by Chatham.
Just 30 minutes drive away, it is one of the poorest wards in the country
and any help you are able to offer will be very gratefully received. Thank
you.

SCOTTISH DANCING IN SHIPBOURNE
Held fortnightly on Tuesday evenings from 7.15-9.00pm, it’s good
exercise and great fun. Next two sessions are 7 and 21 March.
Please come along if you’d like to give it a try or phone Helen Leach
(811144) or Margaret Thompson (810789) for more information.
Helen Leach
01732 811144

Shipbourne Village Hall
Registered Charity No 1074519

The Hall can be hired for £12.50 per hour with a minimum of 4 hours
(£50.00). It has an attractive secure garden with a good gate that can be
closed. Inside there is wheelchair access through the rear door, a wellappointed kitchen, the main hall and an adjoining side room plus all usual
facilities.
For Village Hall enquiries and bookings please call 07762 241720 or email
shipbourne.villagehall@gmail.com
Further details can be found on the Shipbourne website
www.shipbourne.com

The Kentish Rifleman
Dunk’s Green, TN11 9RU
A Free House and by far the best pub in Dunk’s Green
16th Century Inn serving a good selection of real ales, wines and
home cooked food. For more information (also regarding Bed
and Breakfast) visit www.thekentishrifleman.co.uk
Bookings always advisable on 01732 810727
(12/16)

Bluebell Walk through Riverhill Himalayan
Gardens in aid of Canine Partners.
Friday 28th April 2017. Arrive 9.15am. Walk
finishes 10.30am.
Cost to pay on arrival is £10 which includes tea or
coffee and homemade biscuits.
Come and join us to help fundraise for Canine Partners by
joining a walk through the beautiful Himalayan Gardens at
Riverhill House, Sevenoaks, TN15 ORR. Dogs on leads are
welcome.
The walk is hilly, through woods, across fields and country
paths, and does involve a few stiles.
Wheelchair uses are welcome to enjoy the gardens and join for
refreshments.
Contact: Sarah on 07803 231723.

SHIPBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
The contact details for the Parish Council are:
Shipbourne Parish Council
Clerk – Mrs Sarah Huseyin
Gable Cottage
Ismays Road
Ightham
TN15 9BE
e-mail: shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com
Telephone: 01732 886402
Please visit the website for Shipbourne Parish Council Meeting
Agenda’s, Minutes and News. (http://www.shipbourne.com/) If you
have any ideas or would like something added, such as a news item,
please email web@shipbourne.com.
Highways Matters
If you notice any potholes, broken or missing signs or blocked
gullies, please report them to the Parish Clerk so that she can notify
Kent Highways.
Litter & Saturday Waste Service
The next 2 dates for the bulk refuse freighter are:
25 February, 25 March
The freighter visits Upper Green Road between 8-9am. The service
is provided for disposal of general household waste only.
Commercial or trade waste will not be accepted. The following items
cannot be collected: builders’ waste, concrete and similar waste,
vehicle parts, oil, paint or other chemicals, asbestos, plasterboard,
soil, rubble or bricks, glazed windows or toughened glass, water
tanks, boilers, iron/steel baths. Large items such as bed bases and
wardrobes should be broken down in advance. Please stay with
your items until they are on the freighter otherwise they will not be
collected.
Should you have any queries please contact 01732 876147 or visit
http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/environment-andplanning/recycling,-rubbish-and-waste/household-waste-specialcollections-for-large-items/saturday-household-waste-service

Litter Picking
Kent County Council are organising a Great British Spring Clean in
March, please see www.greatbritishspringclean.org.uk for further
details. Do please take part by looking outside your house and
seeing if anyone has dropped any litter. Also, please look and litter
pick when you are out walking. Please contact the Parish Council if
you wish to have any more information.
Tonbridge and Malling have just advertised a ‘litter app’. Littergram
is a free app solution that allows users to take a picture of litter,
flytipping or overflowing litter bins that need emptying. GPS then
pinpoints the location of the problem and the photo is sent
automatically to the relevant local council authority.
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council worked with littergram to
develop the app, which will help the Council to respond even more
quickly when rubbish is spotted and reported by app users. As well
as pinpointing the exact location of the rubbish and sending a
photo, the app also gives the Council the opportunity to reply to the
sender to let them know what action is being taken. For more
information visit www.littergram.co.uk
Defibrillator
A new defibrillator has recently been installed on the back wall of
the Chaser and we are looking for Volunteers who would be willing
to be part of a Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS). It is a
Community Scheme to summon assistance in the case of an
emergency and ONLY after 999 has been called. VETS does not
replace 999. Volunteers can collect and bring the defibrillator to the
patient and assist in CPR whilst the ambulance is on its way. If you
are interested in participating please email the Parish Clerk
shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com. The defibrillator is in the
process of being registered with the Ambulance Service, once
registered, if anyone requires the defibrillator the code for the
cabinet will be given over the phone on calling 999. In the meantime
the Chaser has the code for the cabinet.
Kent Police
To report a non-urgent crime, call 101. Kent Police will be launching
a new online reporting service later this year. Look out for details in
forthcoming newsletters or on the Shipbourne Parish website.

Planning
TM/16/03496/FL – Tinley Lodge, Hildenborough Road, Shipbourne
– Change of use of land from Agricultural to residential curtilage
and the construction of an outbuilding to be used as a gym.
You can view and comment on planning applications and decisions
at www.tmbc.gov.uk
Local Plan - The Way Forward
The Borough Council has published the first stage of the new Local
Plan - The Way Forward - for public consultation.
Further information on the Local Plan, can be accessed from the
www.tmbc.gov.uk
Our next Parish Council meeting is 7.30pm 13 March 2017.
public are welcome to attend.

All

Mrs Sarah Huseyin
Parish Clerk
e-mail: shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com
Telephone: 01732 886402

SHIPBOURNE WI
The subject of the talk at our February meeting was the story of the
RAF at Biggin Hill. This coincided with the centenary of an airport
which helped to win the Battle of Britain, by serving as one of the
key command bases for the Hurricanes and Spitfires of RAF Fighter
Command protecting the southeast.
Mr Bob Ogley, a former editor of the Sevenoaks Chronicle, and a
good friend of Frank Chapman, once a long term resident of
Shipbourne, related many fascinating stories about people who had
been connected with the airfield, ranging from pilots to the landlady
of the White Hart at Brasted.
Mr Ogley had been commissioned to write the history of Biggin Hill,
with a second book entitled The Ghosts of Biggin Hill. Through his
years of research, he has gained a vast knowledge of his subject,
and his anecdotes would have kept members entertained for longer
than the usual meeting time. Tea, however, intervened!
The next meeting is on March 8th, the subject being ‘I was a 1960’s
Dior Model’.
Glynis Coates

FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Current thinking at County Hall is directed to shaping policy for the
future: the need for a Government fair-funding review, based on
area needs.
We shall be asking Government to revise the unfairness of the
current education funding. Metropolitan areas receive far more
favourable financial settlements than do the counties.
In Kent, small schools are subject to potentially damaging
reductions to their budgets, yet large secondary schools in
challenging areas are munificently funded.
These problems are replicated in the Adult Social Care sector. Many
of these issues are complex, but K.C.C. will seek a policy of area
cost adjustment which reflects local need. Thanks to the present
unfair arrangements, Westminster residents, for example, enjoy a
much lower council tax rate than do residents of Kent. You may well
be surprised to learn this!
Food for thought , and a mainspring for action?
With best wishes,
Valerie Dagger, Kent County Councillor.
Tel. 01732 810222
E-mail: valerie.dagger@kent.gov.uk

THE WEATHER IN JANUARY
The rainfall recorded in January was 66.5 mm. (2.6 in.) compared
with an average of 79 mm. (3.1 in.) over the last thirty two years.
The average maximum temperature was 7.5⁰ C, compared with an
average of 7.1⁰C over the last twenty seven years and the average
minimum temperature was 0.6⁰C compared with an average of
1.7⁰C over the last twelve years
Donald Forbes

COUNCIL SETS BUDGET TO MAINTAIN KEY SERVICES
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council has set its budget for
2017/18 with the aim of maintaining the key services that matter to
residents and businesses. The Council has lost its entire revenue
support grant this year and therefore faces a reduction of 21.7% in
its Settlement Funding Assessment (SFA) from the Government. In
addition, of the twelve district councils in Kent, it will once again
receive the lowest SFA per head of population.
The Council continues to face significant financial challenges over
the coming years and must make savings of a further £1.6m by
2021.
With all this in mind, councillors met on Tuesday 14 February and
reluctantly agreed an average increase of £5 in the Borough
Council’s share of the council tax for 2017/18, that’s a rise of
approximately 10p per week. The basic level of council tax for a
Band D property will be £181.61.
In addition to the basic level of council tax, and depending upon
where they live, residents may see a Borough Council ‘special
expense’ and/or a parish council precept added to their council tax
bill. This is the result of a change in the way that the Borough
Council calculates council tax to make it fairer to all residents and
to save money.
This change follows an extensive review last year, which included a
six-week public consultation. The Borough Council met on 1
November and agreed to introduce Special Expenses Scheme, which
will come into effect on 1 April 2017.
The Special Expenses Scheme, which is designed to make council
tax charges fairer for all residents across the borough, will introduce
‘special expenses’ (or local charges) for selected Borough Council
services:
•

Maintenance of closed churchyards

•

Open spaces, parks and play areas managed by the Borough
Council in parished areas (excluding Leybourne Lakes
Country Park)

•

Open spaces, play areas, parks and sportsgrounds in
Tonbridge (excluding Tonbridge Castle grounds and
Haysden Country Park)

•

Support given to local events

•

Allotments

The Scheme covers the costs of these selected local services, which
are provided by the Borough Council in some areas of the borough.
In other areas of the borough, these services are provided by parish
councils. Residents pay for these parish services via their parish
precept. The new approach means that only local communities will
be charged for the costs of these services rather than the costs being
shared across the whole borough.
The majority of Borough Council services, such as waste collection,
recycling, street cleansing, environmental health, housing and
country parks, are borough-wide services and therefore will not
form part of a Special Expenses Scheme. The Borough Council's
total income from council tax will be unaffected by the changes.
The way that Council Tax charges are applied for services provided
by other organisations such as Kent County Council, Kent Police
and Kent Fire & Rescue will be unchanged.
In addition to improving fairness, the pending introduction of the
Special Expenses Scheme has enabled the Council to save
approximately £400,000 per year by withdrawing two types of grant
currently given to parish and town councils.
Cllr Martin Coffin, the Council’s Cabinet Member for Finance, says:
“Our overriding objective this year is to protect the key services we
provide at a Borough Council level. This continues to be very
challenging given the substantial reductions in central government
funding but the Council is well aware of how important public
services are to our residents.
“The council tax review we carried out last year was thorough and
extensive and I’m confident that the new system will be fairer for all
residents no matter where they live in the borough. People living in
parished areas are likely to see very little change as a result of the
new scheme. Residents in Tonbridge will see an increase of £39.55

per year (76p per week) for Borough Council services; but even with
this adjustment to take account of all the local services Tonbridge
residents receive, they will still pay less per year than residents in
the majority of parished areas. This new way of calculating council
tax will not only be fairer for all residents, it will also contribute
significantly to the savings we must make over the coming years.”
Leader of Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council, Cllr Nicolas Heslop,
adds:
“This is the first time that this authority has had to set the budget
in the knowledge that the government revenue support grant is no
longer available to us. Paying for services provided by the Borough
Council - emptying the bins, sweeping the streets, providing a
housing service, the planning function, licensing, leisure activities,
parks - is now wholly dependent upon on taxation , a share of
business rates, charging and how we make best use of the Council’s
capital resources.
“Even after taking into account the savings generated through our
council tax review, the Council still needs to save around
£1.6million over the next four years, which means looking closely at
all areas of spending. We may have to make some difficult decisions
over the coming months but we will continue to do our utmost to
protect key services and provide value for money for our residents.”
Council tax bills will be sent out in March (including more
information about the Special Expenses Scheme) and full details of
the budget will be available on the Council’s website
www.tmbc.gov.uk.
Residents on a low income, or who live alone, may be eligible for a
reduction in council tax.
For information please email
financial.services@tmbc.gov.uk or call 01732 876388.

Registered

OSTEOPATH
Kay Lilley
B.Ost.(Hons), B.A.(Hons.)

Call now for an appointment!

16 High St. Seal.

01732 458249
www.osteopathinsevenoaks.co.uk
enquiry@osteopathinsevenoaks.co.uk
(05/16)

Where your health is our only priority




Complete Private GP Service for all the
family
Travel Clinic & Vaccinations e.g.
Meningitis B, chicken pox etc

T: 01732 835212
E: info@theprivategpclinic.co.uk
W: www.theprivategpclinic.co.uk
(04/16)

SHIPBOURNE SCHOOL NEWS
The netball team has had an amazing time recently, winning their
last match 14-0. We're delighted that we have two new Shipbourne
based Governors, Brenda Mullinger (Co-opted) and Pauline White
(parent), and we are looking forward to working with them. Year 5
and staff thoroughly enjoyed shopping at the Farmers' Market and
then cooking and eating their breakfast at The Chaser, and the
School Choir had the opportunity to attend Ready Steady Sing at
Tonbridge School on 12th February. The term ended on a high with
a fabulous Valentine's disco. At the start of next term, Year 6 have
Bikeability to look forward to, and the whole school will undertake
some First Aid training.

SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET
Firstly, a big thank you for all who voted for us to reach the finals of
the ‘Best in Kent’ In order for the smaller markets to compete with
the larger markets voting counts for 50% of the marks, we have had
to submit answers to a questionnaire, a telephone interview and a
visit from a Mystery Shopper. We should know the result March 9 th .
On a sadder note, Sir John Wells died in February. Sir John was the
MP for Maidstone but later came to the market to sell his plants. He
was over 90, suffered from Parkinson’s and was hard of hearing.
This did not deter him from coming to the market with his collection
of plants. He was an extremely knowledgeable plantsman and by far
our best ever salesman!
Hurray for longer lighter days! As March progresses the daylight
increases by a wonderful two hours every day so that, by the end of
the month, we will once again be enjoying days that are longer than
nights. Once the clocks go forward on 29th March, it feels like spring
is properly underway and with Easter falling in the middle of April,
any warmer days hold the promise of the new season and tempt us
out into the countryside.
For market visitors, what’s on offer can seem rather restricted as we
wait for kinder weather conditions for animals and crops, which will
respond to the increasing light and warmth with bounty to come.
That’s why March is traditionally known as the hunger gap or
famine month. But it’s a great opportunity to make most of the last
treats of the winter and enjoy some wonderful comfort foods and
warming treats before they disappear again till the last quarter of
the year.

Fruit and veg
As days lengthen cabbages, cauliflower, spring greens, purple
sprouting broccoli, leeks and kale are all good. They need little
cooking and are at their best simply shredded and steamed. Or try
quickly stir-fried with garlic, ginger and chili for an accompaniment
to good local sausages. Beautiful pink forced rhubarb is the only
locally grown fruit around now but the season for the fine
‘champagne’ season is short so make the most of it. Use in fools, ice
creams and sauces – it goes particularly well with a large pinch or
two of ginger
Why not try a locally baked cake or sweet tart this month when the
range of seasonal fruit is limited? Cold weather, the arriving spring,
the first daffodils in the garden – they all make a great excuse to
celebrate with local produce, if you really need one!
For meat eaters, pork is an excellent choice (local spring lamb won’t
be around for a few months) and it’s still ideal weather to enjoy a
hearty roast on Sunday with all the family, after a (probably muddy)
walk enjoying the spring flowers. Try a shoulder joint for the best
combination of flavour and texture. Or what about that eternal
family favourite – a roast chicken? A slow grown bird has more
flavour and better texture and goes really well with roast wedges of
sweet potato tossed in cold pressed rapeseed oil and a sprinkling of
ground ginger before cooking. Serve with purple sprouting broccoli.
Fish and seafood
For fish lovers, sea bass is a good choice. Storms permitting,
scallops are at their finest now so enjoy one of the great pleasures
of the season. Sardines are also good with the cold waters around
the coast producing sparkling fresh fish with bright eyes and firm
flesh. Salmon is also an excellent choice and smoked salmon makes
a lovely light lunch dish or starter for a special meal.

COOKERY CORNER
MUSSEL CHOWDER WITH CHORIZO
Serves 4/Prep 10 minutes /Cook 25 minutes











15g butter
1 medium red onion, finely chopped
1 clove garlic, crushed
100g local produced chorizo or smoked bacon, cubed
1 kg waxy potatoes, cubed
750ml full cream milk
1kg mussels
250g frozen sweetcorn or peas
small bunch of fresh chives, snipped
salt and freshly ground black pepper

1 Heat the butter in a large pan and add the onion and garlic. Cook
over a low heat for 3 - 5 minutes until soft but not browned. Add the
chorizo and cook for a couple of minutes until the fat runs then add
the potatoes and stir to coat in the juices for a minute or two.
2 Pour in the milk and bring to the boil. Simmer for 12 -15 minutes
until the potatoes are almost cooked through.
3 While the soup is cooking, prepare the mussels. Rinse in cold
water, discarding any that are cracked or don’t close when tapped to
the pan and remove the ‘beards’. Add to the pan with the sweetcorn,
cover and simmer gently for 4 - 5 minutes, shaking the pan until
the mussels open. Discard any that stay closed. Stir in the chives
and season to taste. Serve with good bread.
Mary Gwynn is a local author and food writer. With seven books
including The WI Cookbook: The First 100 Years and The Busy Mum’s
Cookbook to her name, she writes regularly for Waitrose Weekend
newspaper and has appeared as a guest judge on The Great British
Menu and cooked for John Craven on Countryfile. She is on the
committee of Penshurst Farmers Market.

CHIMNEY SWEEP
E. COLEMAN
Clean, Efficient and
Friendly Service
Traditional Brush and
HEPA Vacuum
Smoke Testing and
Insurance Certificates
Issued
Fully Insured
ICS Registered
Installation Advice Given
(01/17)

01732 810053
0155555501/1
6
5r001

WOODWORKS FENCING (UK) LTD
01/16

FENCING and GATES
LANDSCAPING and DECKING
SHEDS and GARDEN STRUCTURES
Please call us on 01732 811042 or 07944436414
Or email: woodworksfencinguk@gmail.com
Free Estimates
Proud member of Checkatrade.com
(10/16)

THE GARDEN SHED
This is the month when it seems that every job in the garden must
be done immediately, but by making use of the warmer weather, the
longer days and aiming at doing the essential jobs first, it is
surprising how easily everything falls into place. One of the most
useful tips is to be patient and not try to get on to the ground until
it is dry enough. A start can be made to some of the jobs by
working round the edges of the vegetable plot or the flower borders
from a pathway, or using a plank to prevent the soil getting
compacted by your feet. After the weeds have been removed,
compost and a dressing of a general fertiliser can be added and
gently forked into the soil. If bark or wood chippings are available
they can be spread over the ground (a 50mm. (2ins) layer), this will
not only check further weed growth but prevent the loss of moisture
in the hotter weather. Planting can still be done by raking back the
bark dressing, inserting the plant and giving it a good watering. The
bark can be replaced to carry on its good work.
It is too early to sow seeds at the beginning of the month - just wait
until the first signs of weed seedlings appear; this is an indication
that the ground is warm enough for seeds of the hardier plants to be
sown. If a greenhouse or other area of protection is available, seeds
can be sown into pots or containers at the beginning of the month
and later planted outside into the open ground. It is important to
harden the plants to the colder conditions outside slowly.
Nowadays, garden centres and nurseries do supply a wide range of
young plants of both ornamental and vegetable varieties but these
must be frost hardy - any half hardy plants must wait until the
chance of a frost is over (usually towards the end of May).
The pruning of roses, fruit bushes and trees need to be completed
by the beginning of the month, but there is another group of plants
that do require pruning towards the end of March. This includes
those shrubs that flower from July onwards on their new growth;
i.e. Lavatera, Buddleja, lavander, Santolina, Sage (both edible and
ornamental) and Russian Sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia).
Iit is
important to remember that each of these plants dislikes being cut
back into old wood, so just prune to the base of the previous year’s
growth, where the young shoots are just beginning to develop. This
treatment does seem very drastic, but it does produce strong young
growth and a more vigorous plant.
There is no greater pleasure experienced in the garden than the
combination of pretty flowers and perfume. Sweet peas are a good

example. It is not too late to sow the seeds directly into the ground,
but if mice are a problem, the seed can be grown inside and planted
out later. Sweet peas have very tough skins which do not absorb
water easily; this makes germination very slow and rotting can
occur. Soaking the seeds in water over night and sowing the next
day can speed up the process. This lovely annual can be grown up
pea sticks or a framework to add height, perfume and colour to the
border, or in an area on their own. Cutting the blooms for
decoration in the house or deadheading the spent flowers can
lengthen the period of flowering by a considerable amount.
So, until next month – happy gardening
Tessa Forbes

LOCAL HISTORY
WHY MAYER? LOOKING AT STAINED GLASS IN AND AROUND
SHIPBOURNE
There was a great revival of stained glass making in 19th century
Britain, with many new firms founded who made tens of thousands
of windows for churches across this country and its Empire. So it
may come as a bit of a surprise to learn that when the Cazalet
family glazed the newly rebuilt St Giles' church in Shipbourne in
1881, they went to a German firm - Mayer of Munich. Mayer also
designed the wall paintings in the chancel and the scheme of plaster
sgraffito decoration in the nave. Why Mayer? The explanation could
be that Edward Cazalet, who was widely travelled, had seen and
admired their glass in Germany, where they were one of the leading
stained glass firms; and he may have wanted the cachet of a foreign
rather than British designer. Mayer glass can be seen in quite a few
churches in England but it is much less common than that of the
big British firms such as Hardman, Morris or Powell's.
All the windows at St Giles' were originally filled with glass by
Mayer; what survives is their fine East window showing the
crucifixion with St Mary and St John, the side windows in the
chancel which have foliage decoration, a window in the Vane chapel
depicting Christ with the children and the signs of the four
evangelists in the circular window in the gable of the West front.
This is all of the highest quality and is enjoyable to look at. Some of
the nave glass was destroyed by a wartime bomb. The rest was
taken out after the war because the congregation wanted to lighten
the church interior. This was stored in the crypt and sold unfortunately - in 1993.

Some of the churches around Shipbourne also have a great deal of
fine glass, especially from the 19th century: indeed, there are few
better areas in which to study the subject.
There is not much medieval glass surviving in West Kent churches
apart from an exquisite early 14th century depiction of the Virgin at
Leigh and some more small but fine figures of about the same date
at Lullingstone, where there is also a window with some Southwark
glass of the 1520s. But one very remarkable exception is at
Nettlestead where the whole North wall of the nave has glazing of
the mid-15th century mixed with very deceptive 19th century
restoration. There are more medieval windows in the chancel.
Stained glass making died out in England after the Reformation and
did not revive until the 1830s. In the interim there is some good
painted glass in churches, most of it heraldic such as the fabulous
display Mereworth. Two windows at Lullingstone have saints
painted in 1754 by William Peckitt of York.
There is a huge amount of glass from the 19th century and almost
every church has some that can be enjoyed. The highlights are an
outstanding window of 1861 at Wrotham made by Lavers &
Barraud; the charming windows by the same firm (but designed by
Henry Holiday) at Seal Chart commemorating the deaths of the
Wilkenson children; a complete scheme of glazing at Seal church by
artists such as F W Oliphant, John Jennings and Clayton & Bell;
glass at Mereworth by John Hardman and Nathaniel Westlake; and,
further afield, wonderful Pre-Raphaelite glass by Burne-Jones and
William Morris at Speldhurst.
The best place to see early 20th century glass is at Kemsing, which
has windows in very contrasting styles by Christopher Whall, the
leading Arts and Crafts designer, and by the Scots Douglas
Strachan and Sir Ninian Comper. Modern glass is best seen at
Penshurst where there is a fine window by Lawrence Lee of 1970,
and of course at Tudeley, with its complete set of windows by Marc
Chagall which have become a shrine visited by stained glass lovers
from round the world.
From the present century there is not yet much to see. However,
Borough Green church has an interesting recent window which is
worth a look by John Reyntiens, son of the more famous Patrick
Reyntiens who made the glass at Coventry Cathedral.
Paul Britton

SHIPBOURNE CLASSIFIEDS
Shipbourne Classifieds –Contact Details:

Tish Gourmelon
Tel: 07966 035492 / Email: tishgo@hotmail.com
Simple Domestic and Personal Advertisements, up to four lines,
are free to Newsletter readers. This free category includes items for
sale or wanted, baby-sitting, dog walking, domestic needs etc.
To ensure Shipbourne Classifieds is kept up to date, each
advertisement will be published in the Newsletter for three
months and then removed unless requested otherwise.
Business Advertisements are charged at £1 per monthly issue or
£10 for a whole year of 12 issues Also available are quarter-page
display advertisements, charged at £10 per monthly issue, or £100
for a full year of 12 issues. Business advertisements must be
booked and paid for in advance – please see contact details for Tish
Gourmelon at the top of this page.
All revenue raised from Shipbourne Classifieds goes towards the
printing costs of the Newsletter.
Disclaimer: Please note that the St Giles and Shipbourne
Newsletter cannot be held responsible for the quality of the goods or
services advertised in the Newsletter.

CHILDCARE/HOUSEKEEPER WANTED: Housekeeping and after school care for 16,
15 and 11 year old children, 4 - 8.30 pm (hours flexible, and additional hours
available, if wanted), Monday to Friday, in Shipbourne village. Duties to include
preparing dinner, washing and ironing, homework and music practice assistance,
with general housekeeping duties (but not full cleaning) and occasional drop offs and
collections (driving licence necessary, and own car preferred but not essential). Please
call Naomi on 07802 784999. (04/17)
BAKING AND CAKES How about a bespoke, unique-to-you cake or sweet? If you're
tired of the half-baked flavours available in shops, then design your own! It's easy,
just email or call Meg so we can get to know you a bit. Whether you want an occasion
cake based on your favourite movie or candy bar, or a delicious pud for Sunday
lunch, Little Leo Cakery can help with one of a kind confection perfection. Please get
in touch via my website (www.littleleocakery.com) or call me for a chat on
07734659175 (03/16)

LOCAL MUSIC LESSONS: Experienced and enthusiastic violin, piano and music
theory teacher now teaching lessons in Shipbourne. Beginners as well as advanced
students. Excellent exam results track record. Contact: 01732 810984 or 077898
33740 (05/16)
FREE DELIVERY OF PRESCRIPTIONS - Thompson’s Chemist on Riding Lane,
Hildenborough offer free delivery of prescriptions in Shipbourne and the surrounding
area. Once your doctor has sent us the prescription, we take care of the rest. Call
833433 for details.
DOMESTIC GODDESS is a family run business offering cleaning, ironing and
housekeeping support. We provide a professional, experienced, reliable and fully
insured service and are committed to delivering the highest standard of work. We’d
be happy to hear from you on 07746 488449 or see our website
www.domesticgoddessuk.co.uk (04/16)
EXPERIENCED LOCAL BABYSITTER with own transport. 20 years old, has been
babysitting for several years and is confident and good with children of all ages.
References available. Available during the University holidays from 5th December.
Please phone Amy Wadsworth on 07514819430
BABYSITTER. I am eighteen years old and live in Shipbourne. Available for
babysitting most weekends. Contact Philippa Wadsworth 01732 810488 or
07752304272.
LOCAL BABYSITTER; My name is Alice Tyler. I am 15 years old and live in
Shipbourne on the green. I am available to do babysitting and am free most
weekends and also some weekdays. I am responsible and experienced with young
children and very happy to cook, play games and read stories. If interested please
call: 07521832952 or 01732811079
DOG GROOMING KENT - Sue Angliss your local pet groomer based in Plaxtol both
Salon Details Certified and City & Guilds qualified. Find me on FB or
www.doggroomingkent.co.uk. Please call 01732 811023 (01/17)
HAIR BY SHARON - Mobile hairdresser, for prices or to make an appointment please
call 01732 773043 (05/16)
TONBRIDGE OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC AT PEAK FITNESS GYM. Osteopathy for all
ages and all problems. www.tonbridgeosteopathicclinic.co.uk / 01732 369928 £10
discount off 1st appointment when you mention this newsletter!
BROADBAND: www.TheBroadbandEngineer.co.uk 07504 170 951
gary.foard@projectbroadband.co.uk Broadband optimisation. Wired Ethernet
extensions & more. (03/17)
MULTI-SKILLED TRADESPERSON, SHIPBOURNE BASED, with over 30 years’
experience. References available. Animal Enclosures, Carpentry, Disabled
Adaptations, Fencing, Floor Laying, Plumbing, Tiling, Tree Surgery, no job too small,
Free estimates. Please contact Martin on 01732 811397 or 07851105739 Email:
martincruse4@gmail.com (12/16)
SALLY OSBORNE – ELECTRICIAN: NAPIT Part P approved. All domestic electrical
work undertaken. To arrange a free quote please contact me on 07710 443079 or
email salvioz@blueyonder.co.uk (03/17)
DAVID ROWE Plumbing & Heating, a reliable engineer for all your domestic
requirements including: boiler installation, servicing and repairs, full heating
systems, radiators, hot water cylinders, power-flushing, gas fires, gas cookers,
bathrooms. Please contact David, 07715266311 or email droweph@virginmedia.com
(03/17)

YEW TREE & GARDEN SERVICES provide a complete solution to all your tree and
gardening needs. Please visit us at www.yewtreeandgarden.co.uk. For garden
enquiries please call Simon on 07864 829587, for tree work please call Christian on
07711 783580. NPTC Qualified & Public Liability insured. (12/16)

GARDENING SERVICES: RHS Certificate. Hadlow College Trained. Established
1993. Weeding, mowing, edging, pruning and planting. Please call Charles Zoephel
on 01892 836866 or 07762 069675 (05/16)
KINDLING: Split softwood quality kindling sticks, neatly cut and bagged in large
green or orange nets. These barn stored seasoned sticks are ideal for lighting
woodburners, log fires or barbeques. £5 each or 3 nets for £12. C.O.D. Free delivery
in Shipbourne. Ring Cilla on 810338
LOCAL WASP NEST TREATMENT: Fast, efficient, reliable. Andy Wasp 07833
558773
PRIVATE TUTOR – Supported study available with a qualified and experienced local
village based tutor. GCSE prep and revision available, A level and dissertation
support. History, English, Ancient History, Classical Civilizations, Media Studies.
Please ring to discuss your requirements. 01732 810053 or 07999826289 (01/17)
PRIVATE TUTOR: Matthew Worby, 3rd year Neuroscience BSc undergraduate at
Bristol Uni. Will provide Biology and Chemistry revision/prep support up to GCSE
level.
Shipbourne
based.
Please
call
07885730031
or
email
matthewworby1@gmail.com (07/17)
VEHICLE REPAIRS and maintenance. Local mechanic with 30 years experience. No
job too large or too small on any make of vehicle, lawn mowers etc I have a fullyequipped van so can offer a mobile service. Call Fred on 07714749754 (12/16)
NEED ASSISTANCE with your tax return? Worried about tax? Let me help. Friendly
and personal assistance from a specialist. Call John Foster-Powell FCCA on 01732
810661 or 07914 855035 to arrange a meeting to suit you. Free initial consultation.
(tbc)

NEW FOREST, Holiday Cottage, near Lymington, sleeps eight, fenced garden, WiFi,
view details at www.brackencottage.com or call 07711 054103 (05/16)
B AND B holiday accommodation in self-contained oast house in the heart of
Shipbourne village. Visit www.bearmanoroast.co.uk For further details phone 01732
811256 or e-mail BearManorOast@hotmail.co.uk
FLORIDA: 4 miles from Disney Parks. Beautiful newly-furnished town house in
gated community with clubhouse and pool. Sleeps 6. Available Christmas and New
Year, Easter and throughout the summer. Phone John Boyd on 07831 401111 nor
01732 810750

