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HAYWARDS the Butchers,
6 York Parade, Tonbridge
Tel 01732 355611
Cheerful and efficient service for all your needs
Meat and meat products, a range of sausages, cheeses, eggs,
ham and much more
Giving a party?
HAYWARDS will help you plan your catering and all your
requirements
(12/16)

TREESERVICES LTD
All aspects of private and commercial tree work undertaken by fully trained and well equipped
staff
Fully insured
Free advice and Estimates
Our services include:-



Hazard Evaluation (Health and safety checks)





Cutting back of trees and branches




Dangerous trees made safe
Crown reduction and thinning




Hedge cutting
Stump removal

Seasoned Logs and wood mulch sold
01732 810933 / 07973 264952
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk
Stone Cottage Roughway TN11 9SH
(tbc)

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol
Rev Andrew Procter
The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol TN115 0QG
(opposite the Papermaker’s Arms)
Tel: 01732 811081
Email: a.procter@live.co.uk
Please contact him with enquiries about baptisms, banns, weddings and funerals.
He would appreciate being told if any parishioner is admitted to hospital, if any
housebound person wishes to receive Holy Communion at home, or if there is anyone
who would welcome a visit. Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is
an emergency.

PARISH DIARY – MAY 2016
EVERY SUNDAY the main morning service at St Giles Shipbourne is at 9.30am
EVERY WEEKDAY at 8.00am Morning Prayer will be said at Plaxtol Church and
every weekday evening (except Friday) at 4.30pm Evening Prayer will be said at
St Giles Shipbourne.
SUNDAY

1st

8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
Readings:

Monday

2nd

2.30pm

Thursday
SUNDAY

5th
8th

9-11am
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
Readings:

Monday

9th

8.00pm
8.00pm

Thursday
Saturday
SUNDAY

12th
14th
15th

9-11am
9.30am
8.00am
9.30am
12.00pm
4.00pm
Readings:

Thursday

19th

9-11am

Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church
Parish Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Family Servicee followed by short Communion
at Plaxtol Church
Acts 16 vv 9-15
Revelation 21.10, 22-22.5
John 14 vv 23-29
Plaxtol Duck Race at Spoute Recreational
Ground (see advert)
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Holy Communion at St Giles, Shipbourne
Matins at St Giles Shipbourne
Parish Communion with laying on of hands at
Plaxtol Church
Acts 16 vv 16-34
Revelation 22 vv 12-end
John 17 vv 20-end
Shipbourne Parish Council meeting, Village
Hall
Shipbourne Parochial Church Council
meeting, Village Hall
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Playchurch at St Giles, Shipbourne
Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church
Parish Communion with laying on of hands
at St Giles Shipbourne
Short Communion service at Plaxtol Church
Community@4 at Plaxtol Church
Acts 2 vv 1-21
Romans 8 vv 14-17
John 14 vv 8-17
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne

SUNDAY

22nd

8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
Readings:

Thursday
SUNDAY

26th
29th

9-11am
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
6.00pm
Readings:

Holy Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Family Service with baptism at St Giles
Shipbourne
Parish Communion at Plaxtol Church
Proverbs 8 vv 1-4, 22-31
Romans 5 vv 1-5
John 16 vv 12-15
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church
Holy Communion (Book of Common
Prayer) at St Giles Shipbourne
Morning Worship at Plaxtol Church
Benefice Choral Evensong at St Giles,
Shipbourne
1 Kings 18 20-21, 30-39
Galatians 1 vv 1-12
Luke 7 vv 1-10

We hope that you will join us at our next joint benefice
service

‘Community @ 4’
On Sunday 15th May from 4-5pm
at Plaxtol Church


suitable for all ages



worship songs with a band



discussions for different age groups



craft and play time for children

Please bring food and drink for our
“Bring &Share” refreshments after the service

LETTER FROM THE RECTOR
Dear All
RETIREMENT
I am going to retire. My last Sunday will be Sunday October 9 th.
If had held any doubts about the wisdom of this they were dispelled
the other day when I boarded a train on the Victoria Line and a nice
young man got up and offered me his seat. A first for me.
By October I will have been your Rector for over nine years. I will be
well over 64 years old. I will have been in Holy Orders, serving in
parishes for over 39 years. It’s feeling long enough and I’m going to
stop.
No doubt there will be opportunity nearer my finishing date for
mutual thanks and so on, but let me say now that being with you in
this benefice of Plaxtol and Shipbourne has been a great pleasure by
and large. Not without heartache, but a deeply rewarding time
which I will always recall with warmth.
Best wishes
Andrew

CHURCH NOTICES

Three things to bring to your notice in May:
1. At the Duck Race on May 2nd the church will have a stand
showing the detailed drawings and a model of the proposed
refurbishments at Plaxtol Church. The Friends of Plaxtol Church
who kindly organise the Duck Race each year thought it would be a
good opportunity for people to see what’s proposed. I shall man the
stand with others and be only too glad to explain and answer
questions about the work, for which tender documents are now
being drawn up.

2. “Thy Kingdom Come” is the title of a week of prayer running up
to Pentecost Sunday, 8th-15th May, called by the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York. They suggest that we take a little extra time
to pray during that week, using the Lord’s Prayer, and are offering
guidelines to be found at thykingdom.co.uk. Both our churches
stand open all the daylight hours for personal prayer and will do so
in that week no less. I know from my chance meetings with people
that they are well used. Perhaps this might be a week you make a
special effort to visit either of our churches to say the Lord’s Prayer?
3. Last year we renewed our energies for Christian Aid Week,
raising about £2,500. We would like again to do a house-to-house
visitation and other things to make Christian Aid Week worthwhile.
If you are prepared to help with this please be in touch with me, any
of
the churchwardens or our organiser Sally Bryden
(sbryden2@gmail.com). The dates this year are 15th -22nd May.
Andrew

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 15 -21 MAY
This year's Christian Aid Week is focusing on supporting people
around the world affected by flooding. The aim is to provide Home
Safety Packages to families living in low-lying areas so that they can
protect their homes and their livestock.
Last year between Shipbourne and Plaxtol we raised more than
£2000. We're trying to match that figure again through a house to
house collection. Charity envelopes will be delivered and then
collected during the week 15 - 21 May. Please look out for the
envelopes.
If you would like to support Christian Aid week, please contact Sally
Bryden on 01732 810935.

PLAYCHURCH
Playchurch is for pre-schoolers, primary school children and parents
and takes place on the second Saturday of every month from
9.30-10.30am at St Giles Shipbourne.
Come along to hear fuzzy-felt bible stories, singing and
craft activities.
Next meeting: Saturday 14th May 2016
For further information please contact:
Mary Perry Tel: 01732 810797

SAVE THE DATE
St Giles’ Summer Fete
Bank Holiday Monday
29 August 2016

The Friends of Plaxtol Church warmly
invite you to the

DUCK RACE 2016
MONDAY 2nd MAY at 2.30pm
SPOUTE RECREATION GROUND
To celebrate the 400th Anniversary of
William Shakespeare, this year’s Duck Race has a literary theme. Be as
creative as the Bard himself and dress your duck as your favourite
character from any book or play! Your duck doesn’t have to come from
the works of Shakespeare. We look forward to seeing the Gruffalo and
Harry Potter as well as Hamlet and Bottom!!

BBQ and DRINKS
Ducks at £3.00 each from Plaxtol Village Stores – after Easter
For more information:
calista.dickinson@hotmail.co.uk or pam_horrell@hotmail.co.uk

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK ADVERT

BRIDGE FOR BEGINNERS
Are you interested in learning to play Bridge?
Would you like a taster session on your doorstep in Shipbourne
Village Hall?
I have found a teacher who could tailor classes to suit if there
is enough interest. Possibly 2 x 2 hour lessons to get us started
followed by sessions to progress.
Please ring me as below and I will formulate a list!
Cilla Langdon-Down - 810338

MOBILE LIBRARY IN SHIPBOURNE
TUESDAYS
10.45am – 11.00am – outside the Village Hall
11.05am – 11.20am – at Lady Vane
Visit the man in the van and choose your library
books, talking books, large print and children’s
books, DVDs.
Reservations, 4 week loans and no charges.

Shipbourne Village Hall
Registered Charity No 1074519

The Hall can be hired for £12.50 per hour with a minimum of 4 hours
(£50.00). It has an attractive secure garden with a good gate that can be
closed. Inside there is wheelchair access through the rear door, a wellappointed kitchen, the main hall and an adjoining side room plus all usual
facilities.
For Village Hall enquiries and bookings please call 07762 241720 or email
shipbourne.villagehall@gmail.com
Further details can be found on the Shipbourne website
www.shipbourne.com

The Kentish Rifleman
Dunk’s Green, TN11 9RU
A Free House and by far the best pub in Dunk’s Green
16th Century Inn serving a good selection of real ales, wines and
home cooked food. For more information (also regarding Bed
and Breakfast) visit www.thekentishrifleman.co.uk
Bookings always advisable on 01732 810727
(12/16)

SHIPBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration
Sunday 12 June there are various events in celebration of the
Queen’s 90th Birthday. There will be open gardens, teas at the
village hall and a supper in the evening. Please look out for further
information and support these events.
Shipbourne Spring Clean
Many thanks to all who took part in the ‘Shipbourne Spring Clean’.
It is amazing how many bags of rubbish were collected. The Parish
Council will be dedicating March as our Spring Clean month each
year. However, if everyone picked up one piece of rubbish every
time they are out Shipbourne would be even more beautiful all year
round….
Speedwatch
The Parish Council are still looking for volunteers to help with
Speedwatch. Please contact the Parish Clerk if you are interested in
volunteering.
Annual Accounts
The end of year accounts are being prepared ready for audit.
Anyone is welcome to inspect the accounts. Please contact the
Clerk if you wish any information.
Our next Parish Council meeting is 7.30pm 9 May 2016. All public
are welcome to attend.
Sarah Codling, Parish Clerk.
shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com
01892 530404

CALL FOR SITES IN SHIPBOURNE
Local Plan outline
https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/environment-andplanning/planning/planning-local-plans
Call for Sites outline
https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/environment-andplanning/planning/call_for_sites
Call for Sites map
https://maps.tmbc.gov.uk/LocalViewPub/Sites/callforsites/ “

FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The government’s policy “Education and Excellence Everywhere” will
remove K.C.C.’s role in school improvement in the next few years,
leaving us with the duty on admissions and the planning of school
places. As all schools become academies, responsible to central
government, the delivery of the expansion of schools programme
and the maintenance programme will be delivered by others, despite
the proud track record K.C.C. has of delivering good quality school
buildings and school expansions at very competitive costs.
We hope to see that the community of different types of schools
working together to support all young people will continue in Kent.
We know that where Local Government across the country has
exercised its responsibilities intelligently and has been
acknowledged by the public for its effectiveness, its involvement will
be missed by schools. As a retired secondary headteacher, I have a
special interest in this issue.
With best wishes,
Valerie Dagger, County Councillor
Tel. 01732 810222
E-mail: valerie.dagger@kent.gov.uk

BULK REFUSE SERVICE (4th Saturday of month)
Upper Green Road (opposite Village Hall) 8am - 9am on
Saturday 28 May 2016

JUNE NEWSLETTER
Please send any articles and adverts for the June newsletter by 17
May 2016. Please note any articles received after this date will be
held over to the next issue as the Newsletter has a tight deadline for
printing. Please email articles to lindsay_miles@btinternet.com or
call 01732 810439.

FROM TONBRIDGE & MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL …
WATCH OUT FOR SCAM COUNCIL TAX EMAILS
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council is warning residents to be
wary of unsolicited emails from people urging them to set up a
direct debit and pay their council tax online.
The warning comes after the Borough Council received a report from
a concerned resident who had received a bogus email from someone
claiming to work for the Borough Council at Local Government
Offices in Whitehall. In this latest scam, the fraudster urges
residents to click on a link to pay their council tax online.
Sharon Shelton, the Borough Council’s Director of Finance and
Transformation, says: “This is the latest in a range of scams aimed
at tricking people to part with their bank details and their cash.
Council tax payments are collected by the council only, not central
government. Our officers never email or telephone residents to ask
them to confirm their bank details and we are urging residents to be
extremely wary of these unscrupulous individuals who may use a
variety of tactics to try to get them to part with personal details or
money.”
Sharon Shelton adds: “I would also like to emphasise that we will
never share My Account users’ details with third parties.”
How to avoid falling victim to scammers:
Don’t
 Don’t give your bank details to anyone who contacts you by
email or who calls in person claiming to be from the Council.
 Don’t let anyone into your home without seeing appropriate
identification.
 Don’t feel under pressure from a cold-caller to pay an
immediate up-front fee for anything. Take time to think
about it.
 Don’t accept cold callers’ claims about your council tax band
without seeing evidence or proof of what they are claiming.
 Don’t speak to anyone who is reluctant to give you their
company address or contact details.
Do
 Verify the authenticity of anyone purporting to be from
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council’s council tax team by
calling 01732 876388.






Inform the police by calling 101 if you believe that anyone is
impersonating staff from your local council or the Valuation
Office.
Remember that you can have your band checked free of
charge by contacting your local Valuation Office
www.voa.gov.uk
Dial 999 if a cold caller refuses to leave your home.
Contact your local Trading Standards Service if you feel you
have been the victim of a council tax scam by calling 01622
221012 or email trading.standardswest@kent.gov.uk

SHIPBOURNE AND LARKFIELD CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN!
Approximately 60 volunteers turned out for the Clean for the Queen
tidy-up events in Tonbridge and Malling over the weekend of
Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 March.
In Shipbourne more than 10 sacks of rubbish were collected
including items such as the lid of a kettle, a car tyre, glass bottles
and a shoe. One of the volunteers, Mrs Edna Hill, who is 90 years
old, litter picks the common every day and even clears the drains
outside of her house.
The areas where volunteers spent 90 minutes litter picking in
Shipbourne included The Common, Hoad Common and local
footways around Upper Green road. Shipbourne Parish Council will
be continuing the clean up over the Easter Weekend in various
patches of the parish.
Altogether, across the UK more than a million people have been out
and about clearing up the places where they live to help celebrate
the Queen’s 90th birthday in April.
The campaign, backed by organisations including the Women’s
Institute, the National Trust and the RSPB, as well as businesses
including McDonald’s, Costa, Greggs, KFC and Wrigley and antilitter charities such as Keep Britain Tidy and the Campaign to
Protect Rural England (CPRE), is the biggest community-led cleanup the country has ever seen.
As part of the campaign, Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council has
been working with parish councils and community groups to
organise ‘Clean for the Queen’ events, with volunteers putting on
their royal face masks, arming themselves with litter pickers and

making their community spic and span with the support of
‘Queenie’ the Tonbridge and Malling Corgi dog!
There was also an event in Larkfield where volunteers collected 36
bags of rubbish including items such as children’s toys, clothing
and broken tools.
The Mayor of Tonbridge and Malling, Cllr Owen Baldock, and
Mayoress, Christine Baldock, joined the Love Where You Live
Larkfield Angels for this event.
Cllr Jill Anderson, Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council’s Cabinet
Member for Housing and Environment Services said: “‘Clean for The
Queen’ is about everyone working together to give the country a big
spring clean ahead of Her Majesty’s birthday and people in our
borough are coming out in force to support it.”
This project forms part of the Borough Council’s ongoing
commitment to the national ‘Love Where You Live’ campaign and the
local Kent Resource Partnership ‘Love Kent Hate Litter’ campaign.
http://www.cleanforthequeen.co.uk/home/2365

SHIPBOURNE SCHOOL NEWS
The Summer Term began on Monday 11th April. The school hall
and the new play area will be open to the wider community of
Shipbourne on Tuesday 17th May and Tuesday 14th June from 910am to enable parents and younger children to enjoy the facility.
Do please come along.
Children in Reception and Year One enjoyed a visit to Home Farm
for lambing.
On Friday 13th May the whole school will celebrate The Queen’s
90th birthday with a 'street party' in the grounds of the school.
The school’s Summer Fete will be held on Saturday 9th July.
Further details to follow in the next newsletter. Please keep this date
free and come and join us for a traditional school fete.
Cilla Langdon-Down

Right Royal Village Supper
In Aid of Shipbourne Village Hall Funds

Sunday 12th June 2016, 7pm
The Village Hall & Garden
Cash Bar Open 7pm for Pimms, Beer & Wine
Stop by for a drink at 7pm or reserve

3 Course Buffet Supper, 8pm
£12.50 per person
Dress smart casual but tiaras may be worn.
Tickets available from Libby 810739 and Curtis 810338
or email Shipbourne.villagehall@gmail.com
Please make cheques payable to ‘Shipbourne Village Hall’
and deliver to 5 New Cottages, Upper Green Road.

Shipbourne Garden Safari

Shipbourne Open Gardens
Sunday 12th June
2.00 – 6.00 pm
A wide variety of gardens open from
The Green to Puttenden Manor
Entrance £5.00/adult, under 18’s free
Parking around the village and at
Puttenden Manor

Cream Teas served on the day in the
Village Hall 2.00 to 5.30 pm
If you are kindly able to make a cake or two for the Garden
Safari teas and coffees on Sunday 12 June, please contact Viv
Packer on 01732 810035.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MA’AM!
CHILDREN’S MORNING OF FUN AND GAMES
AND QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY CAKE
Come and join us during the morning of Sunday 12
June 2016 10am-12.30pm around Shipbourne Village
Hall for a morning of fun and traditional games, followed
by sandwich lunch and Queen’s birthday cake.
Competition Time
There will be a competition for the best in show
homemade decorated crown or tiara
(age group categories: 7 & under and 8 & over)

Do come along!

C O MPLE T E PRO PE RT Y SE RVI CE S
www.inscopeinteriors.co.uk

EXTENSIONS, CONVERSIONS, KITCHEN & BATHROOM DESIGN & INSTALLATION
SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT FOR ENTIRE PROJECT
DETAILED, ITEMISED AND COSTED SCOPE OF WORKS
FREE SURVEY AND ESTIMATE
CAD PLANNING
Contact Peter Leach
Tel: 01732 811144 Mob: 07889 362462
References and photo gallery available at
http://www.checkatrade.com/InscopeManagement Services/
10/16

Registered

OSTEOPATH
Kay Lilley
B.Ost.(Hons), B.A.(Hons.)

Call now for an appointment!

16 High St. Seal.

01732 458249
www.osteopathinsevenoaks.co.uk
enquiry@osteopathinsevenoaks.co.uk
(05/16)

SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET
Finally Mickey (our fish man) has managed to solve all his many
vehicle problems and he is once again a regular feature at the
market. Annabelle has her new trailer following a barn fire and Gary
has managed to replace 4 of his 5 polytunnels that were wrecked in
Storm Katie.
Don’t forget to bring your knives, secateurs, in fact anything that
needs sharpening, to Paul, (our Ninja Warrior!) who will be at the
market with his knife sharpening van.
See also our web site www.kfma.org.uk/Shipbourne to find out
more about the market and the stallholders who attend it.
The longer days and the warmer spring sunshine engender a sense
of anticipation as May progresses, and we say goodbye to the long
winter. A real harbinger of summer is wonderful English asparagus,
one of the great treats of the season. The cool March and early April
has kept the spears waiting in the ground but they will be pushing
through the earth now ready for harvesting. Asparagus is at its best
when picked and cooked within hours, something easily achievable
when bought locally at the market. Make the most of the delicate
flavour by serving simply steamed with melted butter or hollandaise,
or toss with crumbled local goat's cheese, some toasted pine nuts
and a simple olive oil and lemon vinaigrette. As the season
progresses use in risottos, tarts, salads and soups.
Wild sea trout is one of the season’s great treats – smaller fish make
a lovely meal for one. Lemon sole, cod, halibut and sea bass are all
good at this time of year. Steamed samphire is excellent to enhance
ish. To cook samphire just rinse and boil in water briefly – don’t add
any more salt – then toss in a little local butter. The texture should
be still crisp. Local reared beef and pork will be at their most
succulent as the grazing starts to green up. Now is the time to
splash out on steaks, chops and fillets and use them simply cooked
– grilled, stir fried or griddle cooked for lighter meals.
Look out for are tender little early new potatoes. Leaves such as
spinach, watercress, rocket and lettuces can now be found sitting
alongside the last of this year’s main vegetable crop of purple
sprouting broccoli, spring cabbage, cauliflower, spring greens,
spring onions and radishes. Radishes, spring onions and samphire
mean that lighter eating is now an easy choice for the cook.

The wealth of summer berries is still ahead of us but you can make
the most of green outdoor rhubarb this month in lighter dishes such
as homemade ice creams and fools. Or try making your own
rhubarb jams and chutneys – the tart flavour of the fruit makes a
lovely preserve to spread on scones, fill sponge cakes and enjoy
simply on buttered toast, particularly if you add ginger as a
flavouring.
By the end of the month the earliest gooseberries should be
available, ready to pair up with their perfect partner – delicate
fragrant elderflowers. Just add a head or two of creamy white
flowers (pick away from roads or sprayed fields and shake to remove
bugs) to the gooseberries for a few minutes as they cook then lift out
and discard. The distinctive flavour will remain for crumbles, cakes,
fools or creamy desserts such as crème brulees and panna cotta.
Written by Mary Gwynn
Mary’s books available at the market include - 100 years of WI
recipes; The Busy Mum’s Cook Book

Where your health is our only priority




Complete Private GP Service for all the
family
Travel Clinic & Vaccinations e.g.
Meningitis B, chicken pox etc

T: 01732 835212
E: info@theprivategpclinic.co.uk
W: www.theprivategpclinic.co.uk
(04/16)

COOKERY CORNER
GOOSEBERRY AND ELDERFLOWER CRUMBLE
This is one of my favourite versions of one of my favourite puds. Its
secret lies in its simplicity – wonderful seasonal ingredients that
work in perfect harmony cooked to enhance their flavour with no
fuss. Serve with really good vanilla ice cream, hot or cold, and there
really is no better way to round off a May meal, especially if the
main course is an asparagus risotto with seared scallops (for a
recipe visit my blog www.trufflehound.wordpress.com. Pick the
elderflowers on a dry day away from roadsides while the flowers are
just coming out and creamy white. Shake out the sprigs to get rid of
any bugs then rinse under cold water and lay on kitchen paper to
dry.
Serves 4/Prepare 10 minutes/Cook 30 minutes







500g fresh gooseberries, topped and tailed
3 -4 sprigs elderflowers
150g caster sugar
125g plain flour
85g butter, cubed
50g ground almonds and 25g flaked almonds to finish

1 Preheat the oven to 190C/fan oven170C/ Gas mark 5. Arrange
the gooseberries in a 1.5 litre shallow ovenproof dish. Sprinkle with
half the sugar.
2 Sift the flour into a mixing bowl and rub in the butter until the
mixture looks like coarse breadcrumbs. Stir in the remaining sugar
and ground almonds. Scatter over the fruit and top with the flaked
almonds.
3 Cook in the oven for 40 – 45 minutes until the top is golden and
the fruit tender. Serve warm or chilled with ice cream, custard or
pouring cream.
Mary Gwynn

SHIPBOURNE WI
There were loud shouts emanating from Shipbourne Village Hall on
the afternoon of Wednesday 13th April, but nothing too bad was
going on. It was the speaker, Tony Harris, invited to give the WI
members a talk on his father's war experiences as a Sgt Major,
complete with photographs and memorabilia. The talk began with
'Sgt Major Harris' appearing in full army uniform and in full voice.
The talk brought back childhood memories to many and laughter to
all.
Our monthly lunches have recommenced and the first one is on
Wednesday, 20th April, at the Kentish Rifleman, Dunks Green.
The next committee meeting will be on 4th May and the main
meeting, which will also be the Annual General Meeting, will be on
Wednesday, 11th May. The Speaker will be Gordon Wright on
researching family history.
The item for interest is a favourite or handmade pincushion.
Sue Streeter

Plaxtol WI invite you to our ‘AS GOOD AS NEW SALE’
Come and explore racks of clothes, shoes, accessories and jewellery that
are “as good as new”. Lunch and refreshments served all afternoon come
and say hello and grab a bargain!

Plaxtol Memorial Hall Saturday the 4th of June 12pm – 4pm.

CHIMNEY SWEEP
E. COLEMAN
Clean, Efficient and
Friendly Service
Traditional Brush and
HEPA Vacuum
Smoke Testing and
Insurance Certificates
Issued
Fully Insured
ICS Registered
Installation Advice Given
(01/17)

01732 810053
0155555501/1
6
5r001

WOODWORKS FENCING (UK) LTD
01/16

FENCING and GATES
LANDSCAPING and DECKING
SHEDS and GARDEN STRUCTURES
Please call us on 01732 811042 or 07944436414
Or email: woodworksfencinguk@gmail.com
Free Estimates
Proud member of Checkatrade.com
(10/16)

THE GARDEN SHED
May brings yet another busy gardening month and with the chilly
weather that has continued from the beginning of March until now
(mid April) there is quite a lot of catching up to do, but it is
surprising how much can be done given a few warm, sunny days.
Sowing seeds will depend on the hardiness of the plants, but by
choosing later cropping or flowering varieties of plants the results
will come a little later but will be just as good. To help the 'catching
up'there is a wide range of plug plants available in the garden
centres that can help replace the lost sowings. For the half hardy
vegetables and flowers seed sowing needs to be left until the second
half of the month as the occasional frost still happen even up to the
third week. This precaution also applies to the planting of any half
hardy plants, whether they are for the vegetable garden or the flower
border; this includes displays in tubs or hanging baskets.
Pruning is another job that needs to be done on any spring
flowering shrubs that have already finished their display. These
plants will have produced their blooms on the growth that was
made the previous year so the flowered part of the shoot needs to be
cut back to where a growth bud is developing at its base. This
treatment will apply to flowering currants (Ribes), the early flowering
Spiraeas, winter jasmine (Jasminum) and Forsythia (this does not
require such hard pruning as the others). Plants of the winter
flowering heathers (Erica) will benefit from having the spent flower
spikes removed; this is easier done with a pair of shears, but it also
important to do it during the first half of the month.
If some protection, such as a greenhouse, conservatory or a shed
with reasonable light is available, then pots and hanging baskets
can be planted. If these facilities are not possible, then it is best to
wait until later in the month. Always choose as large a basket or
container as possible to give maximum room for the plants, it will
also make watering much easier. To help with watering, a small
empty flower pot can be sunk into the middle of the container and
the watering is done through it, this will get the water into the
middle of the container and stop it just running off the surface.
The interest in growing fruit and vegetables nowadays has grown
considerably and it is only natural for new methods, varieties of
plants and containers to be tried out, especially where gardens are
not big enough to allow for a kitchen garden. Grow bags are an
obvious choice but they are not very ornamental. However, varieties
of plants are now available which are suitable for growing in
hanging baskets, ornamental pots and containers
Tumbling

tomatoes grow well in hanging baskets and look very attractive as
their fruit ripens, there are many varieties to choose from, and
colours too, and all have very good flavours. Chillies, peppers and
lettuce all make good pot plants and now a wide range of fruit trees
have been developed for container growing.
The choice seems
endless!
Enjoy your garden!
Tessa Forbes

LOCAL HISTORY
CHURCH BELLS - THE ART OF RINGING IN SHIPBOURNE
St Giles Church dates from the time of the Domesday Book. In
Norman times the Chapel of Shipbourne was a daughter church of
Tonbridge – when it paid six-pence chrism rent to the mother church
of the diocese -served by the preceptory at Duke's Place in nearby
West Peckham.
In 1285 Edward I granted the Lord of the Manors of Shipbourne
permission for a weekly market and a three day fair on the feast of
St Giles. The Bishop of Rochester certified in 1314 that the Chapel
of Shipbourne was in the possession of the Hospital of St John of
Jerusalem – the Knights Hospitallers devoted themselves to the care
of lepers, beggars and cripples – of which St Giles the Abbot was the
Patron Saint.
An unknown founder cast and hung a bell in St Giles in 1420. Giles
Reve added a bell in 1585 with Stephen Swan casting another in
1614 and John Wilnar making it four in 1633. In medieval times the
bells were simply chimed not rung but by the 17th century ‘full circle
change ringing’ - which centres on mathematical permutations had developed.
In this English style of ringing the bell starts with its mouth
positioned upwards and between each stroke the bell sits upwards.
Pulling on the rope connected to the bell swings it down and it
swings back again on the other side under its own momentum.
When Christopher Vane, Lord Barnard, rebuilt the church designed
by James Gibbs in 1722, a peal of four bells were installed and by
this time ‘ringing’ had become one of the most popular recreations
in rural areas.
St Giles' now has a ring of six bells, cast in part from metal from
earlier bells going back to the 16th century, the gift of Mrs Edward
Cazalet when her husband built the new church in 1881. The bells
were restored and re-hung in 1993.
Two decorative painted boards in the ringing chamber – up in the
tower of the church - record that a complete peal of Grandsire
Doubles (5,040 changes) was rung in 1909 to celebrate the first
ringing of the bells in this church and again in 1931 to celebrate the
Jubilee of this church.

S.GILES’.
SHIPBOURNE
On Sunday, March 27th, 1909
There was rung on the Bells
of the Church, for the
first time, by the Local Band of
Ringers, a complete Peal of
GRANDSHIRE DOUBLES
(5,040 Changes)
The time occupied being
nearly three hours.
There was good open ringing.
Mr. E. Pucknell (Treble)
“ A. Godfrey …..(2nd)
“ J. Beach ……..(3rd)
“ E. May………..(4th)
“ W.Packham, Conductor;(5th)
“ E. Cripps…(Tenor)
Francis L. Schreiber, Vicar.
C.L.Fox, O. Bicknell, Churchwardens
In 1909 the fourth bell was rung by E. May, the only ringer at that
time to go on to serve in the First World War: Private Edward Henry
May of the Royal Ordnance Corps was killed in August 1917 in
Mesopotamia, aged 35. He left a widow, Mrs Emily May, aged 35,
and five children, all at school: Violet Emily (aged 10), Fanny
Florence (8), Lily Edith (7), Thomas (6) and Bertie (4). They lived in
one half of White Cottages on Shipbourne Green.
KENT COUNTY CHANGE RINGERS
The autumn meeting of the Kent County Association of Change
Ringers (Tonbridge District) was held at Shipbourne on Saturday by
the invitation of the Vicar, the Rev F. L. Schreiber, when
representatives were present from Horsmonden, East Peckham,
Penshurst, Seal Chart, Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells and Shipbourne.
Ringing on the six bells at the church commenced at four o’clock. The
Vicar, in his address, made a feeling reference to the members who
had gone forth to fight in the Great War, of whom nearly 60 (including
Mr E May, Captain of the Shipbourne Ringers) had given their lives.
After service the members were entertained to tea by the Vicar and
Miss Schreiber in the Club Room of the New Inn (now the Chaser Inn).
Courier 7 November 1919

In ‘call change ringing’ the ‘conductor’ calls out to the other ringers
how to vary the order of the bells. On the board dated 1931, Jack
Beach, who lived at 5 New Cottages, was the conductor, T. May
(Edward May’s son perhaps) and F. Bevan, who lived in Woodhall
Cottage, were ringers along with three other bell ringers who had
seen service in the Great War: Frederick William Singyard who
served with the Private Welsh Fusiliers. He lived at Fairhill Lodge
and worked as a farm labourer and cowman. William George
Heskett (3rd bell) had enlisted with the Royal West Kent Regiment
and served in India and Mesopotamia. George Singyard (4 th bell)
who served as a private with the Royal Garrison Artillery. He also
lived at Fairhill Lodge and worked as a farm labourer and cowman.
And so it was that these simple men of superior ability rang the
changes.
Libby Cohen
If you love to hear the church bells ring out why not volunteer to
Learn the Ropes and become a ‘ringer’ yourself? Add another skill to
your abilities or aspect to your CV and join the men and women
who have swelled the distinguished ranks of Shipbourne bell
ringers. Visit ART, the Association of Ringing Teachers
www.ringingleaders.co.uk and see how it is possible for anyone –
from grandparent to primary school pupil, churchgoer or otherwise
– to master the skill and have fun with a bunch of friendly ringers.
For more information please contact Paul Britton 01732 365794.

THE WEATHER IN MARCH
The rainfall recorded in March was 75.99 mms. (3.0in.) compared
with an average of 55 mms (2.2 in.) over thirty one years. It rained
for fifteen days in the month. The average maximum temperature
over the month was 12.4 degrees compared with an average of 12.8
degrees over 26 years. The average minimum temperature over the
month was 1.8 degrees C compared with an average of 1.9 degrees
C over the last eleven years.
Donald Forbes

ART IN SHIPBOURNE
Painter Aggy Boshoff will be opening her studio full of paintings with
South East Open Studios on the following days:
Friday 3, Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 June;
Friday 10, Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 June; and
Friday 17, Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 June.
Please come and see Aggy’s paintings and have a chat with the
artist.
The studio at Meadow Place, Upper Green Road, TN11 9PG, is open
from 10 am to 8 pm.
A percentage of the proceeds made on the weekend of 10 to 12 June
will go to the Shipbourne Village Hall Fund.
For further details see www.seos-art.org and www.aggyboshoff.com .

EMPTY BOWLS DINNER IN AID OF THE BRIDGE TRUST
Art lovers from Tonbridge area can look forward to great spring and
summer shows, with a taster event in May and the 20th South East
Open Studios in June.
The taster event is a charity community “Empty Bowls” dinner,
highlighting food poverty, at the Old Fire Station in Tonbridge on
the 11th and 12th May. Fifteen local potters are donating bowls to
the event, where diners choose their bowl and enjoy Michelin
standard soup and artisan bread. You enjoy 3 soups, keep your
bowl and all the money raised is going to the Bridge Trust. There
will be an Opening night of the Art Taster exhibition being held on
Tuesday 10 May, 6:00-8:30 with 23 local artists showing their work,
before the main event in June.
To book tickets for £20/head go to https://www.facebook.com/OldFire-Station-531356273682618/events or in person at The
Bakehouse, 124 High Street, Tonbridge.

SHIPBOURNE CLASSIFIEDS
Shipbourne Classifieds –Contact Details:

Tish Gourmelon
Tel: 07966 035492 / Email: tishgo@hotmail.com
Simple Domestic and Personal Advertisements, up to four lines,
are free to Newsletter readers. This free category includes items for
sale or wanted, baby-sitting, dog walking, domestic needs etc.
To ensure Shipbourne Classifieds is kept up to date, each
advertisement will be published in the Newsletter for three
months and then removed unless requested otherwise.
Business Advertisements are charged at £1 per monthly issue or
£10 for a whole year of 12 issues Also available are quarter-page
display advertisements, charged at £10 per monthly issue, or £100
for a full year of 12 issues. Business advertisements must be
booked and paid for in advance – please see contact details for Tish
Gourmelon at the top of this page.
All revenue raised from Shipbourne Classifieds goes towards the
printing costs of the Newsletter.
Disclaimer: Please note that the St Giles and Shipbourne
Newsletter cannot be held responsible for the quality of the goods or
services advertised in the Newsletter.

UPDATED: BAKING AND CAKES How about a bespoke, unique-to-you cake or sweet?

If you're tired of the half-baked flavours available in shops, then design your own! It's
easy, just email or call Meg so we can get to know you a bit. Whether you want an
occasion cake based on your favourite movie or candy bar, or a delicious pud for
Sunday lunch, Little Leo Cakery can help with one of a kind confection perfection.
Please get in touch via my website (www.littleleocakery.com) or call me for a chat on
07734659175 (03/16)
LOCAL MUSIC LESSONS: Experienced and enthusiastic violin, piano and music
theory teacher now teaching lessons in Shipbourne. Beginners as well as advanced
students. Excellent exam results track record. Contact: 01732 810984 or 077898
33740 (05/16)
FREE DELIVERY OF PRESCRIPTIONS - Thompson’s Chemist on Riding Lane,
Hildenborough offer free delivery of prescriptions in Shipbourne and the surrounding
area. Once your doctor has sent us the prescription, we take care of the rest. Call
833433 for details.

DOMESTIC GODDESS is a family run business offering cleaning, ironing and
housekeeping support. We provide a professional, experienced, reliable and fully
insured service and are committed to delivering the highest standard of work. We’d
be happy to hear from you on 07746 488449 or see our website
www.domesticgoddessuk.co.uk (04/16)
LOCAL BABYSITTER; My name is Alice Tyler. I am 15 years old and live in
Shipbourne on the green. I am available to do babysitting and am free most
weekends and also some weekdays. I am responsible and experienced with young
children and very happy to cook, play games and read stories. If interested please
call: 07521832952 or 01732811079
BABYSITTER - Shipbourne resident, 19 year old babysitter with own transport.
Experienced, confident, responsible and good with children. References available.
Available during university holidays. I also have a 16 year old sister who is also
available for babysitting. Please phone Amy Wadsworth on 07514819430
DOG GROOMING KENT - Sue Angliss your local pet groomer based in Plaxtol both
Salon Details Certified and City & Guilds qualified. Find me on FB or
www.doggroomingkent.co.uk. Please call 01732 811023 (01/17)
HAIR BY SHARON - Mobile hairdresser, for prices or to make an appointment please
call 01732 773043 (05/16)
TONBRIDGE OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC AT PEAK FITNESS GYM. Osteopathy for all
ages and all problems. www.tonbridgeosteopathicclinic.co.uk / 01732 369928 £10
discount off 1st appointment when you mention this newsletter!
BROADBAND: www.TheBroadbandEngineer.co.uk 07504 170 951
gary.foard@projectbroadband.co.uk Broadband optimisation. Wired Ethernet
extensions & more. (03/17)
MULTI-SKILLED TRADESPERSON, SHIPBOURNE BASED, with over 30 years’
experience. References available.
Animal Enclosures, Carpentry, Disabled
Adaptations, Fencing, Floor Laying, Plumbing, Tiling, Tree Surgery, no job too small,
Free estimates. Please contact Martin on 01732 821397 or 07851105739 Email:
martincruse4@gmail.com (12/16)
SALLY OSBORNE – ELECTRICIAN: NAPIT Part P approved. All domestic electrical
work undertaken. To arrange a free quote please contact me on 07710 443079 or
email salvioz@blueyonder.co.uk (12/16)
DAVID ROWE Plumbing & Heating, a reliable engineer for all your domestic
requirements including: boiler installation, servicing and repairs, full heating
systems, radiators, hot water cylinders, power-flushing, gas fires, gas cookers,
bathrooms. Please contact David, 07715266311 or email droweph@virginmedia.com
(03/17)

KINDLING: Split softwood quality kindling sticks, neatly cut and bagged in large
green or orange nets. These barn stored seasoned sticks are ideal for lighting
woodburners, log fires or barbeques. £5 each or 3 nets for £12. C.O.D. Free delivery
in Shipbourne. Ring Cilla on 810338
YEW TREE & GARDEN SERVICES provide a complete solution to all your gardening
needs, whether a full tidy of your garden or regular maintenance throughout the
year, help with planning and planting or a professional Tree Surgery service to
enhance the look of any trees within your garden. Please visit us at
www.yewtreeandgarden.co.uk or call Simon on 07515 633672. NPTC Qualified &
Public Liability insured. (12/16)
GARDENING SERVICES: RHS Certificate. Hadlow College Trained. Established
1993. Weeding, mowing, edging, pruning and planting. Please call Charles Zoephel
on 07762 069675 (05/16)
LOCAL WASP NEST TREATMENT: Fast, efficient, reliable. Andy Wasp 07833
558773

PRIVATE TUTOR – Supported study available with a qualified and experienced local
village based tutor. GCSE prep and revision available, A level and dissertation
support. History, English, Ancient History, Classical Civilizations, Media Studies.
Please ring to discuss your requirements. 01732 810053 or 07999826289 (01/17)
VEHICLE REPAIRS and maintenance. Local mechanic with 30 years experience. No
job too large or too small on any make of vehicle, lawn mowers etc I have a fullyequipped van so can offer a mobile service. Call Fred on 07714749754 (12/16)
NEED ASSISTANCE with your tax return? Worried about tax? Let me help. Friendly
and personal assistance from a specialist. Call John Foster-Powell FCCA on 01732
810661 or 07914 855035 to arrange a meeting to suit you. Free initial consultation.
(tbc)

NEW FOREST, Holiday Cottage, near Lymington, sleeps eight, fenced garden, WiFi,
view details at www.brackencottage.com or call 07711 054103 (05/16)
B AND B holiday accommodation in self-contained oast house in the heart of
Shipbourne village. Visit www.bearmanoroast.co.uk For further details phone 01732
811256 or e-mail BearManorOast@hotmail.co.uk
FLORIDA: 4 miles from Disney Parks. Beautiful newly-furnished town house in
gated community with clubhouse and pool. Sleeps 6. Available Christmas and New
Year, Easter and throughout the summer. Phone John Boyd on 07831 401111 nor
01732 810750
GOOD FRISTER & ROSMANN SEWING MACHINE which lowers into its own four
draw cabinet £45 , also genuine russian balaliaka £15 , 01732 362404 (05/16)
2 STURDY BUNK BEDS AND LARGE DROP-SIDED COT, all with mattresses, on
offer in return for contribution to choir funds. Call John Young on 01732 810289
(06/16)

