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HAYWARDS the Butchers,
6 York Parade, Tonbridge
Tel 01732 355611
Cheerful and efficient service for all your needs
Meat and meat products, a range of sausages, cheeses, eggs,
ham and much more
Giving a party?
HAYWARDS will help you plan your catering and all your
requirements
(12/15)

TREESERVICES LTD
All aspects of private and commercial tree work undertaken by fully trained and well equipped
staff
Fully insured
Free advice and Estimates
Our services include:-



Hazard Evaluation (Health and safety checks)





Cutting back of trees and branches




Dangerous trees made safe
Crown reduction and thinning




Hedge cutting
Stump removal

Seasoned Logs and wood mulch sold
01732 810933 / 07973 264952
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk
Stone Cottage Roughway TN11 9SH
(12/15)

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol
Rev Andrew Procter
The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol TN115 0QG
(opposite the Papermaker’s Arms)
Tel: 01732 811081
Email: a.procter@live.co.uk
Please contact him with enquiries about baptisms, banns, weddings and funerals.
He would appreciate being told if any parishioner is admitted to hospital, if any
housebound person wishes to receive Holy Communion at home, or if there is anyone
who would welcome a visit. Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is
an emergency.

PARISH DIARY – FEBRUARY 2016
EVERY SUNDAY the main morning service at St Giles Shipbourne is at 9.30am
EVERY WEEKDAY at 8.00am Morning Prayer will be said at Plaxtol Church and
every weekday evening (except Friday) at 4.30pm Evening Prayer will be said at
St Giles Shipbourne.
Thursday
SUNDAY

4th
7th

9-11am
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
Readings:

Monday

8th

7.30pm

Ash Weds

10th

10.00am
8.00pm

Thursday
Saturday
SUNDAY

11th
13th
14th

9-11am
9.30am
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
7.008.30pm
Readings:

Weds

17th

Thursday
Saturday

18th
20th

1.303.30pm
9-11am
10.30am
-2.30pm

SUNDAY

21st

8.00am
9.30am
12.00pm
4.00pm

Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church
Parish Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Family Service followed by short Communion
at Plaxtol Church
Exodus 34 vv 29-end
2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2
Luke 9 vv 28-36
Shipbourne Parish Council Meeting, Village
Hall
Said service with Ashling at Plaxtol Church
Sung service with Ashling at St Giles
Shipbourne
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Playchurch at St Giles Shipbourne
Holy Communion at St Giles, Shipbourne
Matins at St Giles Shipbourne
Parish Communion at Plaxtol Church
Lent Course “Exploring God” at Higlers
Farm, Back Lane, Shipbourne
Deuteronomy 26 vv 1-11
Romans 10 vv 8-13
Luke 4 vv 1-13
Lent Course “Exploring God” at The Rectory,
Plaxtol
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Prayer Course at St Giles Shipbourne
“Listening to God & Praying with the
Bible”
Holy Communion at Plaxtol Church
Parish Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Short Communion service at Plaxtol Church
Community@4 at Plaxtol Church

7.008.00pm
Readings:
Weds

24th

Thursday
SUNDAY

25th
31st

1.303.30pm
9-11am
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
8-9.30pm
Readings:

Lent Course “Exploring God” at Higlers
Farm, Back Lane, Shipbourne
Genesis 15 vv1-12, 17-18
Philippians 3.17-4.1
Luke 13 vv 31-end
Lent Course “Exploring God” at The Rectory,
Plaxtol
Farmers’ Market at St Giles Shipbourne
Holy Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Parish Communion at St Giles Shipbourne
Parish Communion at Plaxtol Church
Prayer Course at Plaxtol Church “Praying with
the Bible”
Isaiah 55 vv 1-9
1 Corinthians 10 vv1-13
Luke 13 vv1-9

Note: The Family Service normally held at St Giles on the 4 th Sunday
of the month will instead by on Sunday 6 March – Mothering Sunday
– and will include a baptism.

Where your health is our only priority




Complete Private GP Service for all the
family
Travel Clinic & Vaccinations e.g.
Meningitis B, chicken pox etc

T: 01732 835212
E: info@theprivategpclinic.co.uk
W: www.theprivategpclinic.co.uk
(04/16?)

LETTER FROM THE RECTOR
Dear All
EXPLORING GOD
Exploring God is the title of a study course Elizabeth and I wrote
some time ago and were fortunate enough to have published. (Kevin
Mayhew Pubns, 2003)
It came out of designing and then running courses in our previous
parish, which seemed to be much appreciated. We have never got
around to doing it here for some reason. Anyway, we are now
offering it in the benefice as a Lent study course this year and you
are welcome to come on it. The details are given in the Parish Notes
which follow this letter
Exploring God looks the different elements in our standard Holy
Communion Service, prior to the actual taking of the bread and
wine. It runs over six sessions, properly done, but we are just taking
four of them in this course, because of needing due space for the
monthly Different Ways to Pray course too.
The four, with a note of what questions they examine, are : 1. Almighty God – what do we mean by the title Almighty? Have we
ever actually experienced God as almighty?
2. The Word of God – what is this. How does God speak? And how
can we listen and be nurtured by it?
3. I believe (the Creed) – what is it to believe? And what are we
asked to believe in?
4. Sins and forgiveness – are we sinners? What is it to confess our
sins? How can we both receive and offer forgiveness?
You are welcome to join the course offered on one afternoon or
alternatively one evening a week through Lent. Full details below.
Best wishes
Andrew

CHURCH NOTICES
1..Sunday 28th, "Finding Different Ways to Pray" 8:00pm in
Plaxtol Church. This is the second of 4 sessions with Rev Susanne
Carlsson helping us to pray. It is entitled “Praying with the Bible”
Also on Saturday 20th February, there will be a fall back event
covering the first two sessions in St Giles Shipbourne 10:30am –
2:30pm. Please bring your own lunch.
2. Link with All Saints Chatham. Our link, which has provoked
much positive interest, continues. You may have seen on local TV
the collapsed 20' high breast wall at All Sts. Mercifully no one was
hurt. They would much value our prayers that it does not stop the
new Magpie Centre remaining open.
Our next visit to Chatham is fixed for Wednesday 3rd February,
11:00am - 2:00pm to meet people again and do some planning for
the developing link. Anyone interested in joining us, especially those
who have not been before, please be in touch. Also, I’m preaching
at All Sts on Sunday February 14th in the morning. I hope to have
others with me for that visit. Let me know if you would like to come.
3. Lent course. Elizabeth and I are offering a course we once had
published for Lent Study this year. It is called Exploring God and is
based around the different elements in the Holy Communion
Service. We are offering this on four Wednesday afternoons at our
Rectory, 17th Feb - 9th March, 1:30pm - 3:30pm. And,
alternatively, on four Sunday evenings Feb 14th & 21st, March
6th & 13th at Higlers Farm, Back Lane Shipbourne (by kind
invitation of John and Corinne Boyd) 7:00pm - 8:30pm.
WORSHIP REVIEW
I am grateful to all who participated in the review of our
experimental year in our life of worship. The PCCs have now
considered the outcome and this note is a digest of the main
findings.
1. The Community@4 service has been well received and will
continue for the foreseeable future. There is to be further
consideration as to its venue but its overall style will be kept.
2. The 5th Sunday benefice worship has also been liked and
will be kept as our ongoing pattern on those Sundays.

3. The monthly Family Services in both Churches are good and
will stay. There are ways to develop both of them which we
will reckon to implement.
4. The main Parish Communion Services. There is little need
for change at St Giles. Consideration will be given at Plaxtol
to taking up now recommendations originally made for its
main communion service but not implemented due to the
pressure of launching Community@4. The suggested ways to
enhance both services mentioned on the original review will
be progressively implemented.
5. Matins is much liked and will be retained at St Giles. Steps
will be taken to publicise it more widely around the diocese
and to familiarise the congregation with its liturgical
structure.
6. Publicity and marketing. All the suggestions of the original
review remain worthwhile. Whilst a few have been
implemented most remain to be done. They need now to be
put in place.
Andrew

PLAYCHURCH
Playchurch is for pre-schoolers, primary school children and parents
and takes place on the second Saturday of every month from
9.30-10.30am at St Giles Shipbourne.
Come along to hear fuzzy-felt bible stories, singing and
craft activities.
Next meeting: Saturday 13 February 2016
For further information please contact:
Mary Perry Tel: 01732 810797

We hope that you will join us at our next joint benefice
service

‘Community @ 4’
On Sunday 21st February from 4-5pm
at Plaxtol Church


suitable for all ages



worship songs with a band



discussions for different age groups



craft and play time for children

Please bring food and drink for our
“Bring &Share” refreshments after the service

ROCK SOLID?
CALLING ALL TEENAGERS from 10+.
Why not join us at the next Community@4
on Sunday 21st February for a game and short discussion?
more info from Peter Brewin pbrewin@gmail.com tel 810361

Supper for Shipbourne Residents at The Kentish Rifleman
On Wednesday March 2nd, Shipbourne’s “other” pub is the venue for
an evening meal. Jon and his team would like to extend their good
wishes by inviting you to a meal for all who live in the realms of
Shipbourne. This evening meal, we hope will be one for all in
Shipbourne, a neighbourly chance to get over the dank and rainy
blues of January and February!
The Rifleman can seat up to 50 diners, so let’s make it a good night
out and use it as an opportunity to get to know more of our
neighbours in the village.
Shipbourne Dinner Menu
Half Roast Pheasant
with a salami jus
Chargrilled Barnsley Chop
skinny fries, roasted vine tomatoes & mushrooms
Oven Baked Cod Loin
sunblushed tomatoes & caper berries
Artichoke Heart & Broccoli Tart (V)
with a mushroom ragout
To follow:
Citrus Lemon Tart
or
Chocolate topped, cream filled, choux pastry bun
£15.00 per Person
RSVP by the 24th Feb with your menu choices; either to Jon Austin at
the pub on 810727 or Viv Packer on 810822.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE VILLAGE HALL?
Open to one and all, we now have two regular fixtures in the Village Hall.
A Craft Group and a Scottish Dancing Group will meet on alternate Fridays
during 2016 from 2pm-4pm, starting with Craft on 22 January and Scottish
Dancing on 29 January.
Good response to the call for “crafty” people means we are hopeful of
being able to put on a Christmas Craft Bazaar in November with all profits
going to the Village Hall, a registered charity and in need of funds. We
have had interest from people wishing to join the Group and those who
would like to pay for a table at the Bazaar – all ideas and offers are
welcome.
Scottish dancing is purely for our enjoyment!
Helen Leach (811144)

THE WEATHER
The rainfall recorded in December was 68.1 mm. (2.7 in.), compared
with an average of 71mm (2.8 ins.) over 30 years, although it didn’t
rain for only five days out of thirty one days. The average maximum
temperature over the month was 13,3°C, compared with an average
over the last thirty years of 7°C. The average minimum temperature
over the month was 7.5°C, compared with an average over the last
ten years of 0.9°C. The total rainfall for 2015 was 682.7 mm (26.9
ins) compared with an average over the past nine years of 726 mm
(28.6 ins)
Donald Forbes

Shipbourne Village Hall
Registered Charity No 1074519

The Hall can be hired for £12.50 per hour with a minimum of 4 hours
(£50.00). It has an attractive secure garden with a good gate that can be
closed. Inside there is wheelchair access through the rear door, a wellappointed kitchen, the main hall and an adjoining side room plus all usual
facilities.
For Village Hall enquiries and bookings please call 07762 241720 or email
shipbourne.villagehall@gmail.com
Further details can be found on the Shipbourne website
www.shipbourne.com

The Kentish Rifleman
Dunk’s Green, TN11 9RU
A Free House and by far the best pub in Dunk’s Green
16th Century Inn serving a good selection of real ales, wines and
home cooked food. For more information (also regarding Bed
and Breakfast) visit www.thekentishrifleman.co.uk
Bookings always advisable on 01732 810727
(12/15)

SHIPBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council meet every month to discuss issues within the
parish. We welcome the public at our meetings, whether you wish
to air your views or concerns in the public forum or just to hear
what we are doing. We meet on the second Monday of the month in
the Village Hall at 7.30pm. Our next meeting is 8 February 2016.
Budget
The budget for the financial year 2016/17 has just been agreed. No
doubt residents are all aware that all costs are slowly creeping up.
The Parish Council are sensitive to this and, therefore, have kept
the Precept cost (money you give via the Council Tax) the same. If
you wish to see our budget in detail, please ask the Clerk.
Alternatively, it will be published in our minutes, available shortly
after our meeting in February.
A227
The speed limit project is very nearly complete. The new 30mph
limit came into force 12 November 2015. Most of the signage has
been completed but, at the time of writing, the road markings are
still outstanding.
The contractors will be visiting the site to
complete a ‘snagging list’ but it is envisaged that the whole project
will be complete by February 2016.
I am sure you will join the Parish Council in thanking our County
Councillor, Valerie Dagger, for enabling this scheme.
Speedwatch
In light of the nearly completed A227 scheme, the Parish Council
would like to reinstate the Speedwatch Group. We already have
some volunteers but more are always welcome. This involves
volunteering to stand by the roadside, recording the registration
number of speeding vehicles.
Training will be provided.
All
Speedwatch sites have been authorised by the Police. Speedwatch
can only operate during daylight hours.
Kent County Council phone scam
We have received a number of reports of scam phone calls from
people claiming to be from Kent County Council, enquiring about a
recent accident you, or a member of your family has had.

One of the telephone number's used to make these calls was 00209
875462. Please be aware that these calls are NOT being made by
Kent County Council and that some scammers may use caller ID
spoofing equipment to make the call appear legitimate.
We are concerned that residents may be asked for payment or
information such as bank details.
If you receive one of these scam telephone calls please report it to
Kent Trading Standards via the Citizens Advice consumer service on
03454 04 05 06.
Planning
Parish Council Comments:
 TM/15/03865/FL – Great Oaks House, Puttenden Road,
Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 9RX
Proposed conversion of existing stable and hay barn into
dwelling house (including new roof and walling to hay barn) with
associated creation of domestic curtilage, access and parking
facilities.
The Parish Council has no objection to this application.
 TM/15/03866/FL - Paddock And Stables Hamptons Road
Shipbourne Tonbridge Kent
Erection of new timber stables
The Parish Council has no objection to this application, subject to
removal of both the existing stable building and field shelter.
Sarah Codling, Parish Clerk.
shipbourneparishcouncil@gmail.com
01892 530404

MARCH NEWSLETTER
Please send any articles and adverts for the March newsletter by 17
February 2016. Please note any articles received after this date will
be held over to the next issue as the Newsletter has a tight deadline
for printing. Please email articles to lindsay_miles@btinternet.com
or call 01732 810439.

SHIPBOURNE WI
Shipbourne WI greeted the New Year with a talk by Michael Bunn
called “I Love Paris”. Several members had been to Paris, but his
talk, illustrated by excellent slides, brought its history and magic to
life.
The next committee meeting will be on 3rd February, and the main
meeting on 10th February, when the subject of the talk will be the
Dialysis Unit.
For interest: A knitted or felt teddy bear.
Glynis Coates

SHIPBOURNE WI
OPEN MEETING WEDNESDAY 9th MARCH
VILLAGE HALL 2pm
SPEAKER: MARY GWYNN
Author of 100 Years of WI Cooking and seen on TV
on GREAT BRITISH MENU
Please come and bring your friends for a
GREAT AFTERNOON
Admission £3

BULK REFUSE SERVICE
Upper Green Road (opposite Village Hall) 8am - 9am on
Saturday 27 February 2016

C O MPLE T E PRO PE RT Y SE RVI CE S
www.inscopeinteriors.co.uk

EXTENSIONS, CONVERSIONS, KITCHEN & BATHROOM DESIGN & INSTALLATION
SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT FOR ENTIRE PROJECT
DETAILED, ITEMISED AND COSTED SCOPE OF WORKS
FREE SURVEY AND ESTIMATE
CAD PLANNING
Contact Peter Leach
Tel: 01732 811144 Mob: 07889 362462
References and photo gallery available at
http://www.checkatrade.com/InscopeManagement Services/
10/16

Registered

OSTEOPATH
Kay Lilley
B.Ost.(Hons), B.A.(Hons.)

Call now for an appointment!

16 High St. Seal.

01732 458249
www.osteopathinsevenoaks.co.uk
enquiry@osteopathinsevenoaks.co.uk
(05/16?)

FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
As I write, it’s early January, so residents will be aware that news of
the Council’s business is currently in short supply. Nonetheless we
had a recent Group meeting when we were given information about
our recent settlement from Government for the next financial year,
and it makes pretty grim reading. I have no doubt that our finance
department will manage this issue with their customary skill and I
will keep you informed of any developments in my next
communication.
On Thursday this week, I shall attend the Adult Social Care &
Health Committee to hear the latest proposals.
With best wishes,
Valerie Dagger, County Councillor
Tel. 01732 810222
E-mail: valerie.dagger@kent.gov.uk

SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET
Numbers Numbers Numbers
The footfall at the Famers market has been steadily reducing over
the last 5 years with. 2014 being the lowest on record. This trend
was stemmed in 2015 (being almost exactly the same as 2014) but
2015 ended on a high as December turned out to be far better than
the previuos two years. By adding the weather to our weekly
statistics it is interesting to note that we can predict a 20% loss of
footfall every time it rains (and even when it is forecasted to rain
and doesn’t !)
We realise that a Thursday morning combined with poor parking
facilities means that the market will always struggle for footfall but
we are investigating other solutions which could help both
producers to increase their income and introduce new customers to
Farmers’ market produce.

What’s available in February
If it’s February then it really should be fish on the menu. Stormy
seas make for challenging conditions for the fishermen but they
bring some species closer to shore. Lemon sole, halibut, skate (or
ray), monkfish and sardines are all good now as are Scallops. Try
them wrapped in local streaky bacon and baked or cooked on a
griddle with slices of black pudding or chorizo. Make in a risotto or
cook with chilli, garlic and plenty of chopped parsley and toss in
spaghetti.
For meat eaters looking for comfort eating, try mutton for its rich
flavour or a lovely piece of pork – stuff a shoulder joint with
rosemary, garlic and slices of lemon and slow cook for 12 – 14 hours
for a Sunday celebration. Rich beef stews and braises are also
wonderful now so make up a large batch with meat from the market
and freeze some for future meals. Locally caught game makes an
excellent choice for healthy eating. Venison, guinea fowl, wood
pigeon and partridge are all good in February. Most modern game
is lean and full of flavour so cook steaks or breasts simply on the
griddle or quickly stir-fried, or braise tougher cuts or older birds
with wine and bacon and serve with pureed celeriac.
Serve your meat with steamed kale or Brussels sprouts, both at
their best this month. Savoy cabbage and purple sprouting
broccoli work perfectly in stir fries and curries, and go well with
rich meats such as duck and pork. Main crop potatoes, Jerusalem
artichokes, parsnips and turnips provide the starch that keeps us
going in the cold so mash them together to go with your game
dishes. Or try a mix of roots roasted in rapeseed oil or lard for really
good flavour and scattered with sea salt and rosemary.
Local fruit is sparse this month but there are still apples to be
enjoyed .If the mild weather keeps on early forced rhubarb will be
available– wonderful in traditional crumbles, compotes and pies.

COOKERY CORNER
STUFFED SLOW ROAST PORK BELLY WITH PRUNES AND APPLE
CIDER GRAVY
Serves 8
Time to prepare: 15 minutes
Time to cook: 4 – 5 hours (or longer)
2 kg piece boned free range belly pork
250g soft prunes
123 fresh sage leaves
1 lemon, sliced, 4 eating apples, peeled, cored and sliced
1 tbsp flour
300ml local cider
1 tbsp Dijon mustard
300 – 400 ml chicken stock
1 tbsp really good local cider vinegar
salt and freshly ground black pepper
1 Preheat the oven to 200C/fan oven180C/ Gas 6. Pierce the skin of the
pork all over with a skewer then pour boiling water over it and then pat
dry with kitchen paper. Push the sage leaves into the centre of the
prunes with a slice of lemon. Make slits all along the side of the belly
pork where the flesh meets the fat and push the stuffed prunes in as far
as possible.
2 Place the pork in a sturdy roasting tin that fits it snugly. Roast for 20
minutes. Lower the temperature to 150C Gas 3. Cook the pork for a
further 3 - 5 hours until the skin is tender and golden. (The pork can go
on cooking for up to 12 hours or even longer and will get richer and more
meltingly tender). Two hours before you remove the pork from the oven
add the apple slices around the pork and baste with the juices.
3 Remove the pork from the oven and leave to rest in a warm place for at
least half an hour for the juices to settle. Add the flour to the pan juices
and cook for a minute then add the cider and mustard to the pan, place
over the heat and scrape up all the juices, mashing the apples into the
sauce. Boil until thickened then check the seasoning and add the
vinegar. Slice the pork and serve with the pan juices.

SHIPBOURNE SCHOOL NEWS
Shipbourne School have been fortunate to have had Mike Tonge
from Poult Wood, come into school every Monday for 4 weeks to
introduce the pupils to the sport of squash. We also secured our
gymnastics afternoon for the third year running. Instructors worked
with pupils during the afternoon and provide a club after school.
Staff have also been busy arranging a variety of enrichment
activities, including their artist of the term (this time Matisse), visits
by local magistrates, and a Circus skills morning.
Over two weeks in January, Year 5 visited Shipbourne Farmers’
Market to consider which food to buy within a given budget to
create a good breakfast which they then cooked at The Chaser
before enjoying eating it together. The rest of the school also partook
in having breakfast together.
Our grateful thanks go to Bob Taylor and the team at the market
and the Chaser for giving our pupils an opportunity to experience
life beyond the classroom.
Our choir, who have been busy rehearsing, are due to go to the O2
Arena to perform with ‘Young Voices’. Over 8 thousand children
and their teachers will come together to sing at a special ‘one-off
gala’ children’s concert which will take place at The O2 on February
8th.
If you are considering Shipbourne School for your child, we would
like to remind you that you are more than welcome to visit the
school; just phone 01732 810344 for an appointment.
Cilla Langdon-Down

CHIMNEY SWEEP
E. COLEMAN
Clean, Efficient and
Friendly Service
Traditional Brush and
HEPA Vacuum
Smoke Testing and
Insurance Certificates
Issued
Fully Insured
ICS Registered
Installation Advice Given
(01/16)

01732 810053
0155555501/1
6
5r001

01/16

THE GARDEN SHED
At the time of writing (11th Jan) we are still suffering from excessive
wet. However they do say that a very cold spell is due, so between
now and the time you read this the situation could be very
different. One thing will be the same - the large amount of rain
over the last few months will have washed away quite a high
proportion of the nutrients in the soil; these can be restored by
giving a dressing of general fertiliser (either Growmore or better still
Vitax Q4) when the ground is being prepared for sowing, planting or
being got ready for the coming growing season. At the same time,
add as much compost or well rotted manure to the soil as possible
to improve its texture, as that also will have been harmed by the
rain. Of course, this work can only be done when the soil has dried
and is workable.
The pruning of top fruits (but not plums or damsons), red and
black currants and gooseberries, roses (but not ramblers) and some
clematis needs to be completed as soon as possible; if the soil is on
the wet side boards can be used to walk on to prevent compacting
the ground. These plants will also benefit from the addition of
fertiliser and compost. Plants of autumn fruiting raspberries can
have their canes cut to ground level, but the summer fruiters need
their canes left and tied in.
Seed sowing is best left until the ground has had a chance to warm
up. A good indication that the right temperature has been reached
is the sight of seedling weeds emerging from the soil; these can be
hoed off to leave a clean bed for the seeds. Plastic or glass cloches
or a sheet of black plastic laid over the ground for about a fortnight
will also warm and dry the soil ready for sowing. Of course, if a
greenhouse is available seedlings can be grown for early planting,
but they must be given a period to harden off before planting out.
A great addition to any border in summer is a planting of Gladiolus.
The corms of these showy plants can be bought now and planted
towards the end of the month. Patches of the corms can then be
planted at intervals of two weeks to give a succession of flowering
through the summer and well into the autumn. They like to grow
in the sun in well drained soil (if the soil is on the heavy side the
corms can be placed on a bed of coarse sand or grit); they need to
be planted at a depth of 6-8 cms. (4-6ins).
The large flowered
Gladiolus grow quite tall (1-1.5m. or 3-4ft.) and will benefit from
staking to keep them upright. The G. primulinus hybrids are

slightly smaller (in height and size of flower) and do not need
staking. Once the foliage has died down in the autumn the corms
can be lifted, the old corm removed, and the new corm cleaned,
dried and stored in a cool, dry, frost free place until it is replanted
the following year.
I wish you all a very successful year.
Tessa Forbes

HEART OF KENT HOSPICE
Throughout the year the Heart of Kent Hospice organises a wide
range of fundraising events for which ad hoc helpers are required on
the day to support with a range of tasks. We are currently looking
for volunteers for a number of outdoor weekend and evening events
and if you are able to offer your services for any of the following
events please contact Nicola Smith at fundraising on 01622 790195:







FIRE WALK – FRIDAY 4TH MARCH – JUBILEE SQUARE
MAIDSTONE – ME14 1SA (EVENING)
MAIDSTONE ROAD RUN – SUNDAY 20TH MARCH –
CORNWALLIS ACADEMY , MAIDSTONE ME17 4HX (DAY
TIME)
BLUEBELL WALK – SUNDAY 1ST MAY – HARRIETSHAM
VILLAGE HALL , ME17 1AP (DAY TIME )
IT’S A KNOCKOUT – SUNDAY 15TH MAY – MOTE PARK ,
MAIDSTONE , ME15 7SU (DAY TIME)
BRANDS HATCH 10K AND FUN RUN – FRIDAY 3RD JUNE ,
BRANDS HATCH , DA 3 9NG (EVENING )
RAINBOW 5K FUN RUN – SUNDAY 19TH JUNE ,MOTE PARK
, MAIDSTONE ME15 7SU (DAY TIME)

LOCAL HISTORY
SHIPBOURNE W.I. FAMILIES (1) IN WW1
The women involved in the start of Shipbourne Womens’ Institute
(December 1915 newsletter) all had family serving in the Great War,
as it was then known. Jane Elizabeth Weston and her husband
Dyson Weston - a retired ship owner and company director - had
moved from London to live at the Grange on Shipbourne Green, with
their adult children and a staff of seven.
The Grange was a solid red-brick mansion owned by the Fairlawne
Estate situated near the village hall - only the garden walls now
remain – with a stable block, coach house and cottages for staff.
During the war years Mr. Weston took part in all the village
fundraising events and his sixty year old wife gave generously of her
time and money to all the good causes of the age including comforts
for wounded soldiers. Mrs. Weston also acted as President of the
unofficial Shipbourne Women's Institute which had been formed to
make jams for the war-torn troops. Other members included Mrs.
Cooksey (Secretary), Mrs. Garratt, Mrs. Peacock and Mrs.
Willingham.
The Westons had four children: Henry Burgess, (b.1878), a music
composer, Jane Eveline, (b.1880), Hilda C, (b.1881), and Lena E,
(b.1883). They also did their ‘bit’: in 1916 the eldest daughter, Miss
Weston, was secretary to The West Kent Women’s Agricultural
Committee working to encourage food production for the country
whilst her brother, Harry, at the age of 38, enlisted as a Lieutenant
in the 2nd Co Essex and Suffolk Royal Garrison Artillery. His name
was on the ‘Shipbourne Absent Voters List of 1918’ indicating that
he was still in service and although he subsequently returned safely
to Shipbourne after the war. Sadly Harry Weston was killed
following a motorcycle accident in Hildenborough in 1920.
The welfare and fate of the Grange staff who served in the war would
also have been much on the minds of the Weston family. Their
chauffeur, William Collins, lived above the garage and enlisted, age
37, in the Motorized Transport Service Corps as did Arthur Ernest
Willmer who enlisted in the Royal Engineers. Harry Styles - their
coachman who lived at the Grange stables – also enlisted as a
Private in the 13th MAC. All survived the war.

Mrs. Cooksey contributed to war causes too and acted as Secretary
at the start of the WI. She and her husband had started their
married life and family in north London but at the time of the 1911
census they were living at Hilden Cottage, Hildenborough. However,
by 1915 Arthur Cooksey, architect, his wife, May Beatrice, and their
four children, Reginald,16, Phillip, 14, Violet, 11, and Wilfred, 8,
and their two servants had moved to Marchurst in Shipbourne.
Both Reginald and Phillip attended Tonbridge School as day boys
and – like many public schoolboys - volunteered for the army as
soon as they were able. Reginald, aged 19, entered service as a
Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers in 1914, served in Egypt in 1915,
was mentioned in despatches and remained in the army, becoming
a Captain in 1921.
Phillip entered service, aged 18, as a Private in the 28th London
Regiment, 2266, and was Commissioned as a Lieutenant in the
Royal West Kent Regiment in October 1915, serving in France in
1915 where he was twice wounded. On 19 July 1918 the Tonbridge
Free Press reported that they were both safely returned and they
went on to have successful careers.
Libby Cohen
Next month: The Peacocks & Willingham Families

YOUR VILLAGE HISTORY - CAN YOU HELP?
Over the last year, we have been sorting through and cataloguing all
the material held in the Archive cupboard in the Village Hall. It's a
fascinating collection, covering the earliest records of the village, the
two World Wars, Shipbourne families, present-day concerns about
speeding traffic - and much in between. But there are, inevitably,
many gaps so we are appealing for help from villagers past and
present - putting names to faces in photographs, supplying dates of
village events from past years, establishing family connections,
telling us who lived where. And we'd welcome any contributions you
could make to the collection, anything tucked away in drawers or
consigned to the attic. We'd love to see old photographs, which we
could copy and return to you. Or, you can just come and look at
what we have already. Please get in touch with us on 810663 or
810362
or
email
us
at
angela_porritt@yahoo.co.uk
or
sjslaw1@aol.com
Angela Porritt and Susan Law

SHIPBOURNE CLASSIFIEDS
Shipbourne Classifieds –Contact Details:

Tish Gourmelon
Tel: 07966 035492 / Email: tishgo@hotmail.com
Simple Domestic and Personal Advertisements, up to four lines,
are free to Newsletter readers. This free category includes items for
sale or wanted, baby-sitting, dog walking, domestic needs etc.
To ensure Shipbourne Classifieds is kept up to date, each
advertisement will be published in the Newsletter for three
months and then removed unless requested otherwise.
Business Advertisements are charged at £1 per monthly issue or
£10 for a whole year of 12 issues Also available are quarter-page
display advertisements, charged at £10 per monthly issue, or £100
for a full year of 12 issues. Business advertisements must be
booked and paid for in advance – please see contact details for Tish
Gourmelon at the top of this page.
All revenue raised from Shipbourne Classifieds goes towards the
printing costs of the Newsletter.
Disclaimer: Please note that the St Giles and Shipbourne
Newsletter cannot be held responsible for the quality of the goods or
services advertised in the Newsletter.

FLORIDA: 4 miles from Disney Parks. Beautiful newly-furnished town house in
gated community with clubhouse and pool. Sleeps 6. Available Christmas and New
Year, Easter and throughout the summer. Phone John Boyd on 07831 401111 nor
01732 810750
LOCAL MUSIC LESSONS: Experienced and enthusiastic violin, piano and music
theory teacher now teaching lessons in Shipbourne. Beginners as well as advanced
students. Excellent exam results track record. Contact: 01732 810984 or 077898
33740 (05/16)
BAKING AND CAKES How about a bespoke, unique-to-you cake or sweet? If you're
tired of the half-baked flavours available in shops, then design your own! It's easy,
just email or call Meg so we can get to know you a bit. Whether you want an occasion
cake based on your favourite movie or candy bar, or a delicious pud for Sunday
lunch, Little Leo Cakery can help with one of a kind confection perfection. Tel: 07734
659175, email: meg@littleleocakery.com www.littleleocakery.com (03/16)

FREE DELIVERY OF PRESCRIPTIONS - Thompson’s Chemist on Riding Lane,
Hildenborough offer free delivery of prescriptions in Shipbourne and the surrounding
area. Once your doctor has sent us the prescription, we take care of the rest. Call
833433 for details.
DOMESTIC GODDESS is a family run business offering cleaning, ironing and
housekeeping support. We provide a professional, experienced, reliable and fully
insured service and are committed to delivering the highest standard of work. We’d
be happy to hear from you on 07746 488449 or see our website
www.domesticgoddessuk.co.uk (04/16)
LOCAL BABYSITTER; My name is Alice Tyler. I am 15 years old and live in
Shipbourne on the green. I am available to do babysitting and am free most
weekends and also some weekdays. I am responsible and experienced with young
children and very happy to cook, play games and read stories. If interested please
call: 07521832952 or 01732811079
BABYSITTER - Shipbourne resident, 19 year old babysitter with own transport.
Experienced, confident, responsible and good with children. References available.
Available during university holidays. I also have a 16 year old sister who is also
available for babysitting. Please phone Amy Wadsworth on 07514819430
BABYSITTING SERVICES: I live in the village and am free at weekends and most
week-day evenings. Please call Joanne on 01732810500 or 07894 054015
DOG GROOMING KENT - Sue Angliss your local pet groomer based in Plaxtol both
Salon Details Certified and City & Guilds qualified. Find me on FB or
www.doggroomingkent.co.uk. Please call 01732 811023 (02/16)
HAIR BY SHARON - Mobile hairdresser, for prices or to make an appointment please
call 01732 773043 (05/16)
TONBRIDGE OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC AT PEAK FITNESS GYM. Osteopathy for all
ages and all problems. www.tonbridgeosteopathicclinic.co.uk / 01732 369928 £10
discount off 1st appointment when you mention this newsletter!
BROADBAND: www.TheBroadbandEngineer.co.uk 07504 170 951
gary.foard@projectbroadband.co.uk Broadband optimisation. Wired Ethernet
extensions & more. (12/15)
SALLY OSBORNE – ELECTRICIAN: NAPIT Part P approved. All domestic electrical
work undertaken. To arrange a free quote please contact me on 07710 443079 or
email salvioz@blueyonder.co.uk (12/15)
DAVID ROWE Plumbing & Heating, a reliable engineer for all your domestic
requirements including: boiler installation, servicing and repairs, full heating
systems, radiators, hot water cylinders, power-flushing, gas fires, gas cookers,
bathrooms. Please contact David, 07715266311 or email droweph@virginmedia.com
(12/15)

DO YOU NEED A HAND FROM A MAN WHO CAN, for all those little jobs that you
keep meaning to do? From hanging a picture, to easing a door, fixing a leak or laying
a floor, repairing gutters, tiling your wall, fitting new locks or glazing a door. All
carpentry, plumbing, flooring & tiling undertaken. CRB checked & local references
available. Please contact Martin on 01732 811397 or 07851 105739 (12/15)
KINDLING: Split softwood quality kindling sticks, neatly cut and bagged in large
green or orange nets. These barn stored seasoned sticks are ideal for lighting
woodburners, log fires or barbeques. £5 each or 3 nets for £12. C.O.D. Free delivery
in Shipbourne. Ring Cilla on 810338
YEW TREE & GARDEN SERVICES provide a complete solution to all your gardening
needs, whether a full tidy of your garden or regular maintenance throughout the
year, help with planning and planting or a professional Tree Surgery service to
enhance the look of any trees within your garden. Please visit us at
www.yewtreeandgarden.co.uk or call Simon on 07864 829587. NPTC Qualified &
Public Liability insured. (12/15)

GARDENING SERVICES: RHS Certificate. Hadlow College Trained. Established
1993. Weeding, mowing, edging, pruning and planting. Please call Charles Zoephel
on 07762 069675 (12/15)
LOCAL WASP NEST TREATMENT: Fast, efficient, reliable. Andy Wasp 07833
558773
PILATES CLASSES running in term time at Plaxtol Memorial Hall (Wed 6.25-7.25pm)
and Shipbourne Village Hall (Wed 7.45-8.45pm). Spaces are limited so please contact
me for further details and to register your interest. Catherine Gofton (01732 773525
or email me at catherinegofton@aol.com)
PRIVATE TUTOR – Supported study available with a qualified and experienced local
village based tutor. GCSE prep and revision available, A level and dissertation
support. History, English, Ancient History, Classical Civilizations, Media Studies.
Please ring to discuss your requirements. 01732 810053 or 07999826289 (01/16)
VEHICLE REPAIRS and maintenance. Local mechanic with 30 years experience. No
job too large or too small on any make of vehicle, lawn mowers etc I have a fullyequipped van so can offer a mobile service. Call Fred on 07714749754 (12/15)
NEED ASSISTANCE with your tax return? Worried about tax? Let me help. Friendly
and personal assistance from a specialist. Call John Foster-Powell FCCA on 01732
810661 or 07914 855035 to arrange a meeting to suit you. Free initial consultation.
(12/15)

NEW FOREST, Holiday Cottage, near Lymington, sleeps eight, fenced garden, WiFi,
view details at www.brackencottage.com or call 07711 054103 (05/16)
B AND B holiday accommodation in self-contained oast house in the heart of
Shipbourne village. Visit www.bearmanoroast.co.uk For further details phone 01732
811256 or e-mail BearManorOast@hotmail.co.uk
FOR SALE BROTHER PORTABLE ELECTRIC TYPEWRITER with instruction book
and 5 cassette daisy wheels. Needs cassette ribbon and correction tape. £25. Please
call 01732 351867 (01/16)

CALL FOR SITES IN SHIPBOURNE
Local Plan outline
https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/environment-andplanning/planning/planning-local-plans
Call for Sites outline
https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/services/environment-andplanning/planning/call_for_sites
Call for Sites map
https://maps.tmbc.gov.uk/LocalViewPub/Sites/callforsites/ “

